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Saloon changes 


The decision to make next year's British Touring 
Car Championship for Group 1 cars is most welcome 
news, Group 2 racing has been most disappointing this 
year with uninspiring racing dominated by ridiculously 
expensive racing cars. On the other hand, production 
racing has brought a new lease of life into saloon car 
racing with highly spectacular and exciting racing. 

One very welcome aspect of making Group 1 the 
championship next year is that up-and-coming drivers 
who have shown considerable ability at national 
championship level but have been unable to afford 
moving in to the British Group 2 series, will be able 
to contest next year's big saloon series. At'the same time 
the already established names currently gracing pro- 
duction saloon car racing are anxious to return to 
international level. Whether any of the established stars 
from Group 2 racing will switch to Group 1 is disputable, 
but with the FIA regulations—which the major cham- 
pionship will be run to—stipulating which racing tyres 
will be used, the Group 2 drivers’ main point of conten- 
tion is overcome. Apart from its much better racing and 
the introduction of new names to the international scene, 
production saloon car racing has brought in many new 
cars previously unseen in saloon car events and has 
brought in interest from manufacturers. 

While FIA Appendix J Group 1 regulations are slightly 
more relaxed—in sensible areas—than this year’s 
British production saloon car formula, a class of racing 
and two sponsored championships for “showroom " 
type cars will still exist at national championship level. 
The RAC will issue these regulations and they are expec- 
ted to be similar to this year’s although the road tyres 
that can be used must be the same as stipulated on the 
original model—which will put an end to the current 
unsatisfactory situation regarding the Michelin Xs—and 
there will be a 4-litre capacity limit to exclude the 
American cars. 

At the other end of the scale, the major championship 
will have classes by capacity—as per Appendix J— 
rather than by price and the promoters have agreed to 
make the smallest class up to 2-litres while the club 
championships will still cater for the Escort Sport and 
Moskvich type of entry with their price divisions, That 
too seems a sensible decision, for at an international 
meeting there won't be room to run more than one race 
so the grid should be filled with the most competitive 
runners, 

British saloon car racing at international level should 
be restored as a major attraction next year instead of 
the rather boring affairs which currently support inter- 
national meetings. All we need now is for the RAC to 
announce the championship officially as soon as possible, 
backed by a large, lucrative sponsor with at least 15 
rounds in the series. 


our cover pi ae? 
Production saloon car racing has provided some fabulous racing this 
year. In this picture, taken at Brands earlier this year, last Monday's 
Snetterton winner Richard Lloyd (Camaro) leaves Druids si 

with Gerry Marshall in the ShellSport Luxembourg BMW. 


Pit and Paddock 
Tour of Britain 


entries announced 


The entry list for the Avon Motor 
Tour of Britain was announced 
this week and the maximum num- 
ber of entries has been increased 
from 80 to 100 to accomodate 
the fabulous field of Group 1 
cars which will be contesting this 
rally/race on July 6, 7 and 8, 

‘The over £1500 category has 
produced 30 of the entries includ- 
Ing 3-litre Capris for Roger Clark, 
Gordon Spice, Dave Matthews, 
Chris Craft (for Jeff Uren), Adrian 
Boyd, Mike Crabtree, Andy Daw- 
son and Rosemary Smith while 
Vern Schuppan and Mike Hibbert 
will be using 3-litre Consul GTs, 
BMW's opposition comes from 
Tony Lanfranchi, Roger Bell and 
Mike Wooley in 3-litre Sis, while 
Chris Sclater and Mike Chitten- 
don run 2002 Tiis. 

Richard Lloyd and Les Leston 
have thelr two Camaros entered, 
while Howden Ganley takes the 
Wheel of @ Citroen SM and John 
Handley and Stan Clark have 
thelr usual 2-litre Alfas, joined by 
a in Jean-Pierre Magalha 
Mike Howells” Rover 3500S i 
‘among the rest of the assorted 
entry in the most expensive cla 

iin the £1,050 to £1,500 cate- 
gory, no less than 40 cars appear 
‘on the entry list. The Team Dat- 
sun Baker Street line-up of 1808 
Bluebird $SSs is most formidable, 
comprising Graham  Hill/David 
Benson, Frank Gardner/John 
Davenport and Tony Fall/Mike 
Wood, Other leading entries in 
this category include Bernard 
Unett/Brian Coyle in the works 
Hunter, Colin. Malkin's Avenger 
GT, Firenzas for Barrie Williams, 
Peter Harper and Dennis Thorne, 


Stovin-Bradford’s Hunter, and 
Mexicos for Rod Mansfield, Vic 
Preston, Ted Worswick, George 
Hill, Tony Dron, Gill Fortescue- 
‘Thomas and Bob Bean. Stuart 
McCrudden teams with Max Ait- 
ken in an Evening Standard- 
supported Cortina’ 2-litre GT, 
while other leading runners in- 


clude Frank — Pierson’s Opel 
Ascona, Peter Warren's Audi 50, 
Richard Hudson-Evans’ Peugeot 
304 S, Dan Margulies’ Avenger. 


John Rhodes’ Fiat 128 Rally and 


Alison Davis/Sheila Scott In a 
Fiat 124ST. 
Ivan Dutton'’s Escort Sport 


heads the £800 to £1,050 class, 
where there are 20 runners and 
six reserves. Alec Poole's Datsun 
1200 can be expected to give 
plenty of opposition, while 
Escort Sports are also’ handled 
by Paul Faulkner, Holman Black 
burn and) Nick’ Brittan. Other 
contenders include Phil Cooper 
BLMC_ 1300, Jean Denton's Fiat 
127, Simon’ Kirkby and Jenny. 
Graham Birrell in Simca Rallyes 
and Mac Ross’ Mini Clubman. 

ly the up to 800 class 
features eight’ Moskvich 412s 
against a single Mini with Bill 
McGovern, Eric Horsefield and 
Peter Jopp spearheading the 
Moskvich attack. 

Certainly a superb entry from 
both the rallying and the racing 
world for the BRSCC’s very am: 
Bitlous event. After starting at 
Melksham, Wiltshire on Friday, 
July 6, the event will incorporate 
races ‘at Llandow, Oulton Park, 
Silverstone, Sneiterton (ni 
racing) and Brands Hatch as well 
fas at least seven special stages. 


This ts the Michelin X tyre which 
te currently causing a lot of 
fuss in Gl. It has appeared on 
the Alfas and Lanfranchi's BMW. 
Cornering capabilities are vastly 
improved. but their legality for 
GI ls being sorted out at the 
moment. 

" " — 


Ce 


G2 Toyotas 


‘The Norburgring six-hour Euro. 
pean Touring Car championship 
event which will be held on July 
§ looks as though it will provide 
the most varied and exciting 
entry” yet. Two manufacturers 
will be introducing new cars to 
the championship at the race, 
Toyota and Alfa Romeo. Both 
will be contesting the 2-litre 
class, Toyota with the Celica and 
Alfa’ with the Alfetta. This will 
be the first race by Toyota in a 
big. programme which they are 
planning for saloon car events. 
European drivers will drive the 
cars. although "Ring specialist 
Richard Scott Is the only known 
driver so far. 

© Strakers of Wimbledon, Ford 
Rally Sports dealers of one year's 
standing, have undertaken to 
sponsor Tony Dron's Mexico in 
the Motorcraft series this year. 
‘The car's first appearance was at 
Brands on Sunday, where he 
finished eighth after a contr 
temps with Mike Crabtree, while 
at Snetterton he stayed out of 
trouble to finish fourth 


edited by lan Phillips 


Hesketh’s F1 March 


Hesketh Racing announced at the 
beginning of this week that they 
will be running a brand new 
March 731 Fl car in all the 
remaining Grand Prix this yei 
not a Surtees TS14 as originally 
planned, Negotiations with March 
have been In hand for a couple 

f weeks and the car has already 
been delivered and tested. Its 
first race will be at Monaco this 
weekend. 

James Hunt drove the car for 
the first time at Silverstone last 
Thursday and recorded 1 m 18.55 
which Bubbles Horsely reported 


Harvey 
March. 


Postlethwaite — quits 


as “very encouraging.” It will be 
remembered that Hunt's previous 
FI experience consists only of 
the Race of Champions this year 
when he scored an. excellent 
third. place. 


The car is being run by Hesketh 
Racing with support from the 
March factory. Joining the Hes- 
keth team to look after the FI 
development Is Harvey Postleth- 
waite, the former Clubman's 
sportscar driver, who for the past 
two years has been chief develop- 
ment engineer at March. Also 
joining the team Is former Sur- 
tees F2_ mechanic Malcolm 
Bowden, The Hesketh 731 will be 
the fourth March Fl car to Join 
the GP circus following the 
announcement last’ week that 
David Purley would run an LEC 
sponsored car alongside the 
Works STP car of Jean-Pierre 
Jarier and Mike Beuttler's Clark 
Mordaunt Guthrie Durlacher car. 


At the moment It is uncertain 
whether Hesketh Racing will 
continue to. fun thelr Surtees 
TS15 in any of the remaining 
Formula 2 championship rounds, 
They have had a great deal of 
trouble with the car since their 
promising debut at Mallory Park 
and it is possible that the team 
Will have & different car if they 
decide to continute in F2. 


Wella team 


Wella for Men, the Basingstoke 
hair dressing manufacturers who 


are sponsoring the BARC FF 
championship this year, introdu- 
ced their two drivers’ in their 
own series this year at nearby 
Thruxton on Monday. Leading the 
onslaught in the Wella Rader KG1 
(the Neas-den prefix now being 
dropped) is estate agent Roger 
Finch, while actor brother Jon, 
a star of the film Lady Caroline 
Lamb, will take over when film 
commitments allow. 

So determined is Jon to race, 
which he can't while under con: 
tract to film, that he has refused 
all acting work for some months 
to concentrate on his driving 
So far the team have been un- 
lucky, being Involved in someone 
else's accident at Brands Hatch, 
and having handling problems at 
‘Thruxton 


Jody cuts 
F2 plans 


Jody Scheckter, who is currently 
leading the L&M F500 series in 
America has decided to cut down 
on his European commitments. 
‘As well as the —F5000 contract 
with Sid Taylor, Scheckter Is 

due to drive Fl’ for McLaren, 
for Ford and F2 for Rondel 

Following discussions between 
Rondel and McLaren it has been 
decided that a full F2 programme 
for Scheckter would ‘be impor 
sible with his multitudinous com- 
mitments, particularly with all the 
trans-Atlantic travel involved 
and so he has cut his F2 pro- 
gramme drastically. 

He wil drive the Rondel Motul 
in selected events when he can 
but the schedule has yet to be 
decided. 


2 
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G1 championship confirmed | Monaco passed fit 


‘A sub-committee of the RAC 
Competitions Committee last 
week unanimously approved the 
proposal to. make next year's 
British Touring Car Championship 
for FIA Appendix J Group 1 cars, 
and the matter will now be 
brought before the RAC Compe- 
titions Committee meeting when 
the proposal is expected to be 
passed. 

‘The British Touring Car Cham- 
plonship will be open to all Group 
1 cars homologated by the CSI 
and it is expected that there wi 
be three capacity classes: up to 
2000 ce ; 2001 ce to 3000 ce, and 
over 3000 ce. All appendix J’ regs 
will apply, including the use of 
racing tyres, 

‘At the club level, the RAC 
production saloon car’ regulations 
Will be maintained ; the classes by 
price and a maximum capacity 
limit of four litres (while the big 
cars are permitted in the big 
championship to the exclusion of 
smaller class cars, it is appropri 
ately the other way round in club 
championships). There is expected 
to be further tightening up of 
road tyre regulations for the club 
formula—for which there will 


again be sponsored championships 
—with a recommendation that 
only the tyres specified on that 
Particular model when bought in 
the showroom can be used. 

Comment on the Group 1/2 
changes as the RAC champion- 
Ship for next year brought varied 
reaction from the Group 2 com- 
petitors at Thruxton on Monday 
One noted driver who has driven 
Group 1, thought that Group 2 
was in ‘such a diabolical state 
that it should be changed, whilst 
another driver considered the G2 
Spectacle to be one of the best 
in saloon car racing. There was 
criticism too for the RAC for 
not offering sufficient prize 
money, and also for selling out 
so quickly on Group 2 instead of 
trying to improve it. Parallels 
were drawn with European G2 
national championships, to which 
many British drivers travel, but 
how many of their drivers come 
over here? The RAC had killed 
off Wiggins Teape as a. sponsor 
by asking too much money, and 
had now killed off Group 2 
through lack of prize money 
some felt. 


Chapman’s dilemma 


The Malian authorities dropped 
a bombshell last Saturday when 
they announced that Colin Chap- 
‘man was to be charged with mi 
slaughter following the death of 
Jochen Rindt in practice for the 
Italian GP in 1970, The Italians 
fare alleging that the accident was 
raused by a broken front brake 
shaft, the design of which Chap- 
‘nominally responsible 

for. In Italian law accidents do 
not just happen and the authori- 
Ules tend to persist for years in 
trying to find a culprit. 

Following the fatal accident to 
Wolfgang von Trips in 1961 the 
police were constantly question- 
ing Clark and Chapman trying 
to pin the blame on somebody, 
which of course they failed to do. 

The latest changes come as a 
surprise as Chapman has been 
allowed back into Italy since the 
accident with an assurance that 
he would not be charged. The first 
year after the accident however 
only the turbine car was sent in 
different colours and under a 
different entrant 

The wrecked Lotus was im- 
pounded in Italy after the acci- 


dent and has not been released 
since. Nobody from Lotus has 
been able to inspect the car at all 
and. all the investigations have 
been carried out solely by the 

ins. Investigations into simi- 
lar brake shafts) in England 
proved that they were easily ade- 
Quate for the job. 

‘The charges against Chapman 
must raise doubts in all designers 
and team managers minds about 
the future of racing in Italy. Obvi- 
ously every team does all that is 
humanly possible in the design 
and preparation stages to make 
sure nothing breaks, yet there is 
still every chance that something 
could happen at any time, which 
ig one of the recognised dangers 
of the sport. If there should be 
any such occurence or even driver 
error which resulted in a fatalit: 
can any one in charge of design 
or running @ team lay themselves 
open to criminal charges and 
heavy jail sentences ? It would 
seem wrong that teams should go 
to race in Italy with this prospect 
in mind and a statement from the 
constructors about future events 
can be expected soon, 


Indianapolis postponed 


Indianapolis, which was due to 
be held on’ Monday had to be 
postponed until Tuesday. The race 
was initially held up for four 
hours due to high winds and heavy 
rain, but when it did eventually 
get under way there was a huge 
shunt as the 33 cars went into 
the first turn. Walt Walther’s 
McLaren, which was in the 
middle of the sixth row of the 
grid, careered across the track 
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and. slammed into the retaining 
wall. The car burst into flames 
as eight other cars piled into 
each other. Walther was pinned 
Under his car for _ several 
minutes before being rescued and 
rushed to hospital where he was 
reported to be in a critical con- 
dition with multiple burns. Two 
other drivers, Mike Hiss, last 
year’s Rookie-of-the-Year award 
Winner, and John Martin were 
also treated for burns 


The revised Monaco GP circuit 
was inspected last Friday for two 
and half hours by CSI delegate 
Dean Delamont’ and GPDA 
representative Jackie Oliver in 
the presence of Michael Boeri, 
presidient of the Automobile Club 
bf Monaco. Following the inspec 
tion the track was pronounced 
fit for the GP and F3 race this 
weekend, 

The modifications to the circuit 
started at the end of 1972 and 
have been watched carefully by 
CSI secretary Claude le Guezec 
who made a preliminary inspection 
in April, The circuit will be 
different in three places this ye 
First the famous tunnel has been 
pulled down prior to a new one 
being built ‘and for the first 
time the drivers will not have 
the tricky light and surface 
changes to cope with. The modi- 
fications to the outline of the 
circuit occur on the water front 
The straight’ between Tabac 
corner and the Gasworks hairpin 
will now have a couple of corners 
in the middle as the cars turn 
left halfway down and go round 
the big swimming pool before 
coming back right again towards 
the hairpin which has also been 
modified to make It less tight 
and rather quicker 

The organisers who have come 
in for a great deal of criticism 
for their handling of the meeting 
over recent years, have taken 
‘steps to improve the standard of 
organisation this year. Former 
F2 driver Francois Mazet has 
been training 200 marshals over 
the past few weeks and a great 
Improvement is expected in this 
department 

‘As always Monaco attracts the 
very best Fl entry as teams and 
drivers strive to make an impres- 
sion in front of current and poten- 
tial sponsors who all turn up in 
their thousands and create one of 
the world's major social occa- 
sions of the year, the actual race 
being of seemingly secondary 


Importance. 

Last year of course the race 
was run in streaming wet con- 
ditions: this year with it being @ 
month later in the calendar hopes 
Will be high for a dry weekend 
For genuine racing fans the inter- 
est in the race will obviously 
be the continuing Tyrrell/John 

yer battle. Jackie Stewart ha 
won twice at Monaco already ai 
must start as favourite to win 
the race for a third time and take 
his tally of wins to 28 equalling 
Jim Clark's record. His team mate 
Francois Cevert, who seems 
every bit as quick as Stewart 
the moment, will also be keen 
to do well on what is virtually 
home ground. Neither Emerson 
Fittipaldi nor Ronnie Peterson 
have ever won at Monaco but 
last year Emerson was quickest 
In practice while Peterson chased 
Stewart for the lead in. thelr 
classic race in 1971, Ronnie's had 
more pole positions than anyone 
else this year but is still seek- 
Ing his fest Fl win while Emer- 
son will be anxious to maintain 
his points lead, Tt all adds up to 
a very. Interesting situation. 

The Yardley McLarens of Denny 
Hulme and Peter Revson can 
never be discounted either, while 
Carlos Reutemann's current form 
in the works Brabham BT42 must 
give him a good chance. All the 
other usual runners will be there 
of course plus two GP debutants, 
David Purley and James Hunt in 
their respective LEC and Hesketh 
sponsored March 7315, 

‘The traditional F3 will be sup- 
porting the GP and the event will 
count towards the John Player 
Championship. For the first time 
this year all that is best in Britain 
and Europe will be meeting and 
the two heats and final promise 
tobe tense in the extreme. All 
the usual British competitors will 
be there plus Bob Evans in a new 
March 733 In STP colours and 
Jacques Coulon in the second 
DART-GRD. 


Zolder: Le Guezec explains 


Claude Je Guezec of the CSI has 
informed us that the inspection 
of Zolder circuit for the Belgian 
Grand Prix was carried out two 
months before the race when the 
CSI and GPDA inspector gave 
the organisers an opportunity to 
have everything finished in time. 
‘When Monsieur le Guezec 
later inspected the circuit with 
Emerson Fittipaldi on May 8th, 
“I told the people we could not 
agree to hold the race. 1 found 
the cireuit in an Unacceptable 
situation.” As it was too late to 
go to another track, the 
Organisers were given another 
opportunity before le Guezec and 
Fittipaldi were due to inspect the 
course again on May 14th, 
“When I went back on Mon- 
day, May 14th.” le Guezec con- 
tinued, “Emerson Fittipaldi did 
not turn up when I was to walk 
around the circuit and make my 
inspection. 1 walked around the 
track and when I came back to 


the pits 1 told the organisers 
that I'm sorry but 1 would give 
notice to cancel the race. I told 
them it was impossible to give 
them permission to stage the 

‘Then Denny Hulme arrived at 
the circuit and the two of them 
inspected again and Hulme was 
of the opinion of giving them 

jother chance, Then Fittipaldi 
arrived and “she was of the same 
opinion, so we gave the 
organisers another chance with 
the agreement that if the track 
broke up on Friday after prac- 
tice, the race would definitely 
be cancelled.” 

Le Guezec concluded that 
“the organisers did not fulfil 
that agreement for the track 
broke up oa Friday and the race 
wasn't cancelled." The CSI 
Secretary was commenting on 
criticisms lodged in our editorial, 
‘when the govening body was 
blamed for the Zolder farce. 
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Alpine wins Arras inaugural 


After Castellet and Dijon, now 
Croix-en-Tenols. The new circuit, 
situated some 20 miles from 
Arras in northern France, held 
its. Inaugural meeting last ‘week- 
end, when, appropriately enough, 
the Alpine A440 2-litre sports 
car of Jean-Pierre Jabouille won 
the main race. 

‘Although at the moment a 
mere 1.9 km in length, the cir- 
cuit abounds with the latest 
Safety measures including wide 
run-offs with double layers of 
chicken wire in places. The pad- 
dock, unlike most British cir- 
cults, is hard tarmacadam, and 
behind the pits there are covered 
Barages to accommodate the cars 
and personnel. The press office 
and public address are of the 
first Order. 

For the Grand Prix d'Inaugu- 
ration the organisers assembled 
& small but select fleld of 2-litre 
prototypes to race in two 40-lap 
heats, a distance of some 100 
miles. Two Frenchmen occupied 
the front row positions, Jabouille 
with the V6 ‘Alpine lapping in 
34.4 5 with Jean-Lou! 

(Lola 7292) just 0.1 
the second 


Welker (95.33), having his frst 
race with the DART GRD-BDG. 

‘Jaboullle—his Dieppe-bullt Al 
pine benefiting from much test 
Ing. atthe track—and Edwards 


made the best starts in the fr 
heat, but Lafosse managed to 
force his way through, almost 
causing an accident. This inci- 
dent and later baulking of 
Edwards was to cost Lafosse a 
minute's penalty and a public 
warning, ‘after which  Lafosse 
apparently stormed off and was 
not seen again. 

Jaboullle began to pull out a 
lead from Edwards and Lafosse, 
with Walker and Hervé Bayard 
(Lola 292) battling for fourth. 
But with only five laps of the 
race run, Edwards’ Lola sheared 
‘a driveshaft, leaving Lafosse in 
‘a comfortable second on the 

The Alpine eventually 
ed 18 s ahead on the road, 
but after Lafosse’s penalty he 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille—scores first 
‘A440 win at Arras. 


dropped from second to fifth. 
Bayard was therefore third, 
followed by Walker and Jorge 
Obermoser In another GRD S72 

In the second heat Jabouilie 


won almost with ease, while 
Walker this time got the better 
of Bayard but still finished third 
overall, 


INTERNATIONAL DIARY 


WEEKEND 
SPORT 


CADWELL PARK 


A round in the Shell-Gregor 
Grant clubmen’s sports _ car 
championship brings Noel Star 
bury (Gryphon), Richard Mallock 
and Vernon Davies (U2) and 
Barry Foley (St Bruno) to the 
exciting Cadwell Park circuit this 

‘with more leadini 
entries” from Brian Husbands, 
Mike Sales, Martin White and 
Creighton Brown. 

‘There's hordes of Formula 
Ford cars including entries from 
Peter Harrington, Pato Nunez, 
Pete Clark, Richard Hawkins, Tiff 
Needell and Richard Jones. Spen- 
cer Elton’s Brabham BT30 and a 
number of Formula 3 cars are 
included among the formule libre 
contenders and Andrew Talbot's 
very rapid Triumph Spitfire 
makes an appearance in the mod 
sports race. 

The special saloon race should 
provide plenty of interest with 
entries including Tony Sugden 
and Derek Huntley in Escorts, 
Simon Kirkby’s BMW, Geoff 
Wood's Vita Mini Ford and Alex 
Clacher's Imp. 


MALLORY PARK 


The 7-litre Corvette Sting Rays 
of Harry. Phillips and Rhody 
Harvey-Balley face Brian Hough's 
TVR. Tuscan, John Pearson's 
plastic XK120, the E-types of 
Brian Murphy ‘and David Moore, 
the 1760 cc Ginetta of John 
Absalom and the Elans of Jon 
Fletcher and John Evans in the 
big mod sports race which 

Included in the Nottingha 
SCC’s excellent eight-race  pro- 
gramme at Mallory Park this 
Sunday. There's another packed 


modsports race too, which is 
headed by Roger Cowdry's 
Ginetta G15. 


‘The formule libre race includes 
Jim Moore and Chris Oates. in 
McLaren MIOBs, Ian Stronach’s 
Kincraft, Lol Hopkins’ CanAm 
BRM, Arthur Moore's Brabham 


BT36 and lan Mawby’s Lotus 69, 
while two packed FF fields in- 
clude entries from Peter Orlando, 
Chris Woodcock, Keith Garratt 
and Terry Horrocks. Turning to 
clubmen's sports, there's a good 
turn-out in this race too_ with 
notable entries from Peter Evans, 
Malcolm Jackson, Rob Cochran 
and Richard Cresswell 

‘Completing the programme are 
two special saloon races with 
Doug Niven's Boss Escort ex- 
pected to make an appearance in 
the larger race while Dennis Nott 
has a Chevrolet engine installed 
im his Escort and in the Ilitre 
race Ray Edge and David Wrage 
In Mini-Fords promise to be 
leading contenders. First race 
starts at 2.30 pm. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Major attraction at London Ct 
nual Brands meeting this Sun- 
is a 75 m race for 

which incorporates. a 

p_system of compulsory  pit- 

stops with sponsorship _ from 

Oxfam and Lex Motors Group. 

Pit crows’ duties at the pit stops 

include inflating a tyre, changing 

a wheel, replacing spark plugs 

‘and removing and replacing & 

rotor arm. Local aces Bernard 

Bird and Ray Calcutt are leading 

entries for this marathon. 
‘There's a more usual special 

saloon race for up to I-litre in 
Kent. Messenger champion- 
which includes Calcutt, 
Lee, Mo. Mendham and 

John Walsh while a round in the 

Townsend ‘Thoresen FF cha 

plonship brings out Rob Wicken, 

Richard Morgan, Frank Hopper, 

Bob Arnott, Roger Manning and 

Stephen South, Completing. this 

seven-race programme are rounds 

in the "Charles Spreckley 
thoroughbred production sports 

car series; and in the 750, 1200 

‘and Monoposto Championships, 

First race 


TEAC have nine races pianned 
for their clubmen's meeting on 
the small Kent circuit of Lydden 
this Sunday with the Mini 7 
championship contenders being 
split into two heats and a fin 
the races feature FF, clubmen's/ 
‘mod. sports, Mini “Migla and 
special saloons. The first event 
starts around 2 pm. 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 
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KENLOWE FAN. 


expertly fitted by, 
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MOTORS LTD \ 
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LE MANS 
june 9-10 


Can the Mirages do it again and 
provide a British win at Le Mans? 
For only £16.50 we can take you 
there. Departure from London 
Victoria on Friday, June 8 at 
23.52hrs. Return arrival at London 
Victoria on Monday, June 11th at 
07.16hrs. Price includes Rail, 
Boat and Coach transportation. 
Also admission to Le Mans circuit. 


Potted TONE 
ADE 
WE WILL ACCEPT 


TELEPHONE BOOKINGS. FREE 
DON’T DELAY © CALL NOW! = Admission 
USE THE COUPON BELOW TO REQUEST 56-PAGE Test Rides for the whole family round the Grand | 
BROCHURE DETAILING 35 ITINERARIES, OR FOR | Prix circuit ina range of British Leyland vehicles- | 


LATEST BOOKING INFORMATION TELEPHONE KATE Austin.- Morris - Jaguar - Rover - Triumph 


HAYNES (0533) 24181 
PAGE AND MOY LTD. 

az pagave ate tae FUN FOR THE FAMILY 

| See the — Hot Air Balloon - Cycle Proficiency Test 

Traction Engines - HistoricalVehicles etc 


SATURDAY and SUNDAY - JUNE 2nd - 3rd 
SIVERSTONE CIRCUIT - Near TOWCESTER 


| 
| EA 6) 


Please send §6-page 1973 Motor Racing Brochure. 
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Address 
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Lotus win 
50 World Championship Grands P 


rix. 


4 


The first Lotus to win a Grand Prix The fiftieth Lotus to win a Grand Prix 


was driven by Stirling Moss at was driven by Emerson Fittipaldi at 
Monte Carlo in May 1960. Barcelona in April 1973. 


These and the 48 in between were fitted 
with Ferodo Disc Brake Pads. 


FERODO aE 


mmm TUANer DISC BRAKE PADS&LININGS SI cp 
a FERODO LIMITED CHAPEL-EN-LEFRITH STOCKPORT 
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Rauno Aaltonen worked very hard to finish second for Fiat 


ACROPOLIS RALLY 


Another win for Alpine 


By John Davenport 
1¢ was Robert Burns that coin 


Pictures Hugh Bishop 
the phrase about slips "twixt cup and lip, but evidently 


Jean-Luc Therier had not read the Scottish poet before he won the Acropolis Rally last week. 
tian Delferrier, led the event from start to finish and set best 


Rallies on record, 


hey, 


it of the Acropolis on Saturday morning comfortable winners of one of 


cars were prepared in practically identical 
fashion to Morocco but’ without the radio 
Is on the roof for talking to service 


Matched against the blue cars of France, 
were three red Fiats from Italy and two 
Striped white BMWs from Germany and it 
was pretty certain that the rally winner would 
be one of these eight cars. The Fiats were 
124 Spyder Abarths with their now familiar 
all-independent suspension and 1756. cc 
engines. There were virtually no differences 
from the cars used in Morocco except that 
the suspension was set a little lower and 
slightly softer shock absorber was being u 
The crews were Alcide Paganelli/Nini Russo, 
Hakan Lindberg/Arne Hertz and Rauno 
Aaltonen/Robin Turvey, For Lindberg, this 
‘was one of the two rallies that he has allowed 
hhimself since becoming full-time with Pirelli 
in Sweden and as co-driver he had borrowed 
Are Hertz from Saab. Aaltonen is a new 
Fiat acquisition and first drove for them in 
Morocco while for Robin Turvey it was his 
first active participation in a full scale inte 
‘national for several years, 

‘The most interesting cars were naturally 
the BMWs for this was the first occasion 

the new firm of BMW Motorsport under 
its director, Jochen Neerpasch, had officially 
entered cars in a rally. To celebrate, the cars 
were painted in the same colours as the racing, 
3 litres—white with multi-coloured strip 
Dutch team manager called Kayser was 
appointed, and the team bought Itself some 
Peugeot 504 estates to use as service cars. 
The rally cars were technically’ similar to the 
car driven by Warmbold on the TAP Rally 
when the 16 valve Schnitzer engine made 
its rally debut, It had been improved by fitting 
an oil cooler for the engine as well as one 
for the rear axle. This second cooler was fed 
by a mechanical pump driven by a belt from 
the differential output and spare belts were 
strapped up ready in case it should fail. The 
cars still featured drum rear brakes and steel 
wheels but the increase of oll capacities In 
both engine and axle were expected” to 


victory Is the fourth so far this year for Renault Alpine in the world Champion 
ship series and the French firm now has a convincing 

and seven yet to be run, It Is Interesting to note that I 
Rally Championship was for drivers rather than for maki 
addition to his TAP Rally win and his placings on the Swedish Rally and the Monte Carlo 


eliminate the overheating that occurred during 
In the scores with six events gone the TAP Rally. The crews for the two 2002 
‘as has been suggested, the World Tis were Achim Warmbold/Jean Todt and 

of car, this win for Therier In Bjorn Waldegaard/HansThorselius, the 


Rally, would put him way ahead of the other drivers. 


Second overall, 7 m 1 s behind the Alpine, 
came Rauno Aaltonen/Robin Turvey in a 
Fiat 124 Spyder Abarth after a far from 
troublefree rally for more than half of which 
they had been locked in mortal combat with 
another Renault Alpine, that of Jean-Pierre 
Nicolas and Michel Vial. The Fiat came off 
best by just less than’ a minute but the 
Frenchmen claimed that they had been misled 
by the official results Into thinking that they 
were leading the Flat and it was only when 
the final results came out with a wrong stage 
Lime of Aaltonen’s corrected that they realised 
thelr error. Thus Alpine lost second place to 
a very determined Aaltonen, and Fiat gained 
three more valuable points in the World 
Championship. fight. Behind Nicolas’ Alpine 
was another Fiat driven by the Swedes Hakan 
Lindberg/Arne Hertz who had suffered big 
delays in the first half from which they could 
not recover In the second half but they were 
Well clear of the Group 2 winners, Georg 
Fischer/Hans Siebert in a Porsche Salzburg 
Volkswagen. Fischer was the sole survivor of 
a four car team and attributed his presence at 
the finish to "driving slowly.” 

Not far behind the Volkswagen was the 
Group 1 winner, the Citron DS23 of Richard 
Bochnicek/Seppe Kernmayer which was an 
Incredible success story in itself for originally 
they were entered in Group 2 but when that 
car blew up on the way to the rally, they 
entered in thelr Moroccan Rally car which 
they had intended to use for service. Second 
home in Group 2 and seventh overall was 
the Kleber Tyres entry of its scholarship 
Escort RS for Chris Sclater/Bob de Jong who 
had survived a long list of problems—at one 
point they were within three minutes of being 
excluded for exceeding an hour's lateness— 
to finish creditably. 

‘Only 11 cars finished this rally which had 
been laid out with more time controls and 
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special stages than normal in order to keep 
the pressure on for the whole three days. 
However. it was only the cars that took 
the beating as there was one proper night 
halt and three re-grouping halts where the 
drivers could get refreshed. All the same, the 
rally entailed two and a half nights and wo 
full days of driving and with the weather hot 
and dry, dust and dehydration made life more 
difficult 

Surprisingly though, many of the rally's 
stars dropped out” very quickly — with 
mechanical failure of thelr steeds, Both the 
works BMWs driven by Achim Warmbold 
Jean Todt and Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans 
Thorselius were out within a few hours of 
the start which was not an auspicious start 
for BMW Motorsport’s official rally debut. 
The lone Toyota Celica of Ove Andersson. 
Gunnar Haggbom blew its engine before the 
first halt while Ford's entry of Will Sparrow/ 
Henry Liddon didn’t last_ much longer. Fiat 
lost Alcide Paganelli/Nini Russo with a broken 
steering arm and Porsche Salzburg missed 
Gunther Janger/Harald Gottleib when they 
went off the road and Harry Kallstrom/Claes 
Billstam when part of the engine broke off 
‘Tony Fall/Mike Wood lasted much longer in 
thelr super-Beetle and broke down in. the 
second half after astounding everyone by lying 
third at the half-way halt. 


THREE CORNER FIGHT 


Before the Acropolis Rally started, it had 
all the signs of being a three-cornered fight. 
Renault Alpine had come with three of their 
1800 cc Berlinettes that have in smaller 
capacity form won this rally twice before, in 
1970 and 1971. Their crews were Jean-Luc 
Therier/Christian  Delferrier, Jean-Pierre 
Nicolas/Michel Vi 1. Morocean Rally 
winners, Bernard Darniche/Alain Mahe, The 


‘appearance of the young Frenchman’ being 
part of his wider contract with BMW on the 
racing side. 


ENTRY 


‘The largest team in the rally was that of 
four Volkswagen 13035 entered by. Porsche 
Salzburg for Tony Fall/Mike Wood, Harry 
Kalistrom/Ciaes Billstam, Gunther ‘Janger/ 
Harald Gottleib and Georg Fischer/Hans 
Siebert. Since their distressing collapse ‘on 
the TAP Rally, the team manager, Herr 
Strasser, had spent quite a lot of time at the 
Wolfsburg factory rustling up some technical 
aid and he was mildly confident that the cars 
were stronger than they had been in Porty 

Events seemed to prove him right and the 
stage times speak very favourably for the 
performance of the cars. Ford Motor Company 
had two interests in the rally; one was their 
own car, a completely re-built right-hand-drive 
version of Timo Makinen's 1972 1000 Lakes 
car fitted with the 2-litre aluminium engine 
running on carburetters, for Will ‘Sparrow 
who won last year's Mexico Rally Champion- 
ship, and another ex-Boreham car in the shape 
of the Kleber Scholarship Escort RS. dri 

by Chris Sclater/Bob de Jong. Sparrow had 
even been lent Henry Liddon for this rally and 
Ford had joined forces with Sclater to run (wo 
full service cars utilising the services of Ford's 
team manager, Peter Ashcroft as a mechanic. 
Sclater, of course, was running on Kleber who 
had sent their ‘service trucks down rom 
England while Sparrow was on Dunlop repre- 
sented by John Guy who was there to look 
after only one other car—the works Toyota 
Celica of Ove Andersson, This was not the 
car that had been written off in Portugal but 
was a new car brought out from Japan. 
Andersson was a bit unhappy with it as he 
said that it was noisier but slower than the 
other car which he had tuned himself and he 
‘would have relished a few hours at home in 
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his garage with it, Having lost Todt to BMW, 
it for this event, he was teamed with 
fellow Swede, Gunnar’ Haggbom, whose last 
1 had been winning the Isola d’EIba with 
Warmbold in a Salzburg VW. Never before 
has" rent-a-drive " been working so fully! 


Richard Bochnicek and Seppe Kernmayer 
very nearly didn't start at all for they were 
to have driven a Group 2 Citrotn DS23 but 
when the mechanics went to drive it down 
Trom Vienna during the recce, it blew its 
motor. Other than using the recce car, the 
only other prospect they had of driving in 
the rally was to use their Morocean Group 1 
rally car in which they had finished third 
Overall. It had been driven overland to Greece 
and i to serve as a service car but 

imped and they entered the rally 
with it, The local BMW agents, Biota AG, had 
In their possession a fully prepared eight-valve 
2002 Ti but no driver as he had just been 


find Brucklacher came out to drive, it. BMW 
js0 represented in Group 1 by the 
ish drivers Ali Sipahi/Oral Tan. 

The local Greek drivers are now 
some better cars to go rallyi 
‘Anostas Livieratos who goes under the name 
‘of “Sirocco” when he is rallying was once 

in entered in a Renault Alpine which he 
had bought from the | factory. John 
Peamazoglou was predictably entered in an 
‘Opel Ascona 1900 as he is the General Motors 
importer but the most surprising thing is the 
verve with which this none-too-young gentle- 
man motors. Several local drivers opted for 

included Steve 
.. while John 
iy champion in 1965 


lormerly Greek 1 


with a Volvo PV544, was at the wheel of a 
Toyota Corolla 1600. The most pot 
local entries was @ Group 2 All 
GTV 2000 for 

Zoubroulis, 


of the 
Romeo 
Moshous Nie» 


Georne 


jeld, Frederick Donner and 
‘come down from Finland 
with two Opel Ascona 1900s while there were 
‘pseudonyms, 
‘of & Minl-Cooper and a Chrysler Avenger GT. 
This Intter was entered by “Jim” with 
"Cyril co-driver but something must 
have been too nice for him as " Cyril” stayed 
away and was replaced by the more familiar 
face of Keith Billows. Lorenzo Merlone 
entered from Italy with his Volvo 1448 which 
had come straight from the Moroccan Rally 
with only a change of shock absorbers but 
Unfortunately for him the Italian postal strike 
delayed his entry and as it was received late, 
hhe had to start at the back of the field, With 
thar private entries from Greece, Germany, 
Bulgari France, Sweden, Turkey and 
‘Austria, the feld of 3° starters’ was a. very 
international one and also larger than the 
Acropolis has been used to having. 


‘On a map, the route looks positively short 
as it does not go as far north as Thessalonika 

y more, but with the help of Henry Liddon 
and their own investigators, the Greek auto- 
mobile club has found quite '« lot of new rally 
roads in areas that the rally previously passed 
by. This put together made up 2800 km of 
route with no fewer than 47 projected special 
Stages themselves totalling 550 km. The 
majority of the stages were on dirt roads but 
there was still 20 per cent of them on asphalt 
‘These stages were supplemented by a number 
of difficult road sections on dirt roads and 
it was clear that with the multiplicity of 
time controls, stages, tight road sections, etc, 
very few cars, if any, would get through 
without road penalties and that there would 
be no time anywhere for major servicing. The 
severity of the task facing the crews at the 
‘Start was alleviated a little by supplying them 
with an excellent road book—made by Henry 
Liddon—without which the majority of those 
competitors who had not done a recce would 
have been hopelessly lost within a few hours 
of; the start. 


EVENT 


‘The rally started, as ts now traditional, in 
the shadow of the Acropolis where on Wed- 


nesday afternoon, a large but well controlled 
crowd, watched car No 1, the Alpine of 
Therier. roar off to get the event under way. 
‘Among the spectators, though not wishing to 
be. was Andy Michallidis whose Sunbeam 
Stiletto was still in Italy where the trailer 
that had been carrying it had been involved 
In an accident. Someone who should perhaps 
have been spectating was Bernard Darniche 
who for three days had been in terrible agony 
with his back which has been troubling him 
for several months but now was aggravated 
by the roughness of the Moroccan Rally. He 
half sat, half lay in the Alpine while Alain 
Mahe drove for it was hoped that it would 
et better but after just four stages, they 
Gecided it was no good and retired. Thus the 
Renault Alpine effort was cut down to two 
cars almost before the rally had started. 
The first few stages came within an hour 
of leaving Athens and immediately Warmbold 
in trouble with his BMW. He had thought 
too soft but now on 


through. At times 
uncontrollable and on the first stage he spun 
and dropped a few. seconds. Then on_ the 
dirt the sump guard seemed to be on the roa 
All the time and indeed before he retired it 
had worn away five of the eight bolts support- 
ing the guard, The moment of truth came on 
the very tight road section following stage six 
whea he lost it on a sharp right-hander and 
the BMW tripped over’ the 
ltself up on edge, He and Todt wer 
to right the almost undamaged car 
time they got help, they were out of the rally. 
However, they were not the first works BMW 
to retire for Waldegaard was already on hi 
way back to Athens after his head gasket had 
Blown between stages two and three. 
For the other cars, dust was proving quite 
‘a problem and Paganelli lost time when he 
Caught up Nicolas 3 km after stage six where 
the Alpine driver had a puncture. Kallstrom 
had got past while they were changing the 
wheel and indeed he, Paganelli and Therier 
were the only crews to clean this 
Atitonen clipped a rock while in Janger’s dust 
‘nd had to have the steering adjusted to get 
straight whi 
stone from underneat 
fe full on and the only way 


they could releas 
to pull so hard on the lever that It broke off 
Sanger in bis turn was suffering in Sclater's 
dust and in bis anxiety to try to get ps 
they got the notes mixed up on stage elght 
fand went off. Unfortunately it was in such a 

bn that they could not get back on again 
But they very nearly had company in the 
form of teammates, Fall and Wood who very 
nearly went off yme corner. Fall's 
Steering was bent igh It did not slow 
him very much, he had the steering box 
Changed at the first’ opportunity. John 
Pesmazogiou was also a victim of lack of 
road, and. went off with his Opel Ascona 
bending the radiator back so that it was 
damaged by the fan. He continued for a few 
Stages but then the water poured ou: and he 
retired. 

‘The Finnish Opel of Frederick Donner rolled 
on stage four and retired while the Volvo of 
Luciano Merlone got stuck in second gear on 

fage six and though he finally got it shifted 
into fourth, none of the other gears was avail- 
able and he had to limp back to Athens. Also 
in trouble on st ight was the works 
Escort of Sparrow whose night was to end in 
‘a saga of troubles. First the unbreakable fan 
belt broke and the spare turned out to be a 
timing bolt! They lost 20 m on the stage 
limping off with pyjama cords and string in 
the place of the fan belt and by the time they 
were at the service it was too late to continue 
So they got towed into Kalabaka where the 
regrouping point was. There they were 
induced to join in with the Ford service and 
that was where their real problems began 
for it transpired that not only had the fan 
belt broken but when it had, it had passed 
under the timing belt and caused it to jump 
‘2 tooth. At almost the same time, they ran 
Tow on fuel and switched to the reserve petrol 
pump which didn't work. As Henry Liddon 
put it: “ We were lucky to retire when we did 


if the gremlins had it in for us that badly.” 

Final major retirement before Kalabaka was 
that of the Andersson/Haggbom Toyota which 
was commonly thought to have blown its 
head gasket. In fact, what happened was that 
the water heater inlet manifold developed an 
internal leak which caused the water to pass 
‘straight into the cylinders. At first they just 
noticed an increase in the water temperature 
but then suddenly the oll temperature went 
up and so did the engine. Within minutes the 
hhad nearly all the Toyota service cars to 
them ag this was on the main road but the 
could do nothing. The Japanese said that 
they had never had this problem before and 
Andersson pointed out that the service had 
not picked itup as it was a wholly internal 
leak. For the Japanese, this was a big dis- 
appointment as they had eight film crews out 
in Greece to record the rally and Andersson's 
brief had not been to go quickly but merely 
finish. 

At Kalabaka, the two Alpines were nicely 
out in the lead with Paganelli, Fall, Aaltonen 
and Lindberg behind them in that order. 
Nicolas had lost three minutes on the road 
with his puncture but as road penalti 
counted as only half stage penalties, he was 
a minute and 20 seconds ab of 

janelli. ‘The organisation of the rally ran 
into its first problems round about this time 
as four phones which had been especially 
installed for the receipt of stage times in the 
results room, were mot working with 
result that Information got held up and som 
of the early road penalties ‘not phoned 
through for some cars. ‘a computer 
registers a lack of information ag a zero 
many people were credited with being un- 
Penalised on the road section and this error 
Wag not corrected until after the night halt 


Immediately after leaving Kalabaka, the 
rally tackled the infamous Deskati stage and 
immediately lost Kallstrom who ground to a 
halt after only a few kilometres, At first he 
thought the problem was a fan belt but when 


‘of Paganelli who had the 
‘the steering box break off in 
much the same way as it had done on 
‘Aaltonen's Fiat in Morocco, Fortunately they 
were going uphill at the time and neither the 
car nor they were hurt, but despite being just 
500 yards from the end of a special stage, 
organising their removal took well over ten 
hours, The trouble was partly that of Fiat in 
Athens who initially sent the rescue truck 
to the wrong village and eventually they had 
to be fetched in from their perch behind 
ivmpus by a truck from Thessalonika, 
Lindberg was in trouble too with the other 
Fiat Spyder as he had lost road time with a 


‘as Aaltonen 
broken line 


Sm of road time. The Fiat has two electric 
pumps with a switch for the spare but both 
were dead and had to be wired direct from 
the battery. What made it hard to trace was 
the fact that on the Fiat they leave the 
normal mechanical pump in place which 
‘means that the engine runs and is supplied 
with petrol but this pump alone is not capable 
of supplying enough petrol to get the engine 
to run flat out. 

‘The local Renault Alpine of " Sirocco" was 
going very well and had been classified ninth 
at Kalabaka, He was credited with fastest 
time on stage 17 which he claims is just a 
mistake of one minute, but evidently such a 
piece of good fortune was not looked upon 
kindly by the Fates who saw to it that his 
gearbox disintegrated on the Portaria hill 
climb which is the start of the Volos loop. 

Bochnicek had gone off the road in some- 
one’s dust on stage three and now discovered 
that he had torn the rubber covering on a 
drive shaft joint which was on the point of 
failing where the dust had penetrated so he 
chose to stop and change it, This cost him 
12m road time and put him immediately 
behind a slower car in its dust, but he was 
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Jean-Pierre Nicolas/Michel Vial — they lost s 


sensible enough to check in two minutes early 
at the next control and take the dou! 
Penalty in order to get ahead of it. Sclater 
Was in more serious trouble for first he had 
& terrible juddering in the steering on the 
Stage behind Olympus and when he get cff 
the stage, they found it was the steering rack 
that had gone and it had to be changed at the 
fend of the next tight section on the main road 
at Leptokarya. By the time it was done, they 
Were quite late and lost 25. minutes ti 
the next time control. The fates were not 
finished for on the road section before Volos, 
a rear wheel came off and bent all the studs. 
Sclater “borrowed” some from other hubs 
and they ran for several hours with just three 
studs holding that back wheel on. They lost 
more time when leaving Volos to have the 
hub changed and while it was being done they 
did the front struts as well which only cost 
them four minutes as the next section was a 
motorway link to Farsala. All these problems 
had nearly put them out of the rally for going 
into Volos, they were 56 m late and thus only 
four away from exclusion. 

Volos itself was a panic situation for the 
organisers for they had allowed 15 m more 
for the section round the back of the penin 
sula because of roadworks and somehow the 
marshal for the start of the Pilion special 
stage had misinterpreted and moved himself 
18 km up the road. The competitors found 
him eventually but not until quite a bit of 
hairy two-way motoring had taken place. The 
stage and the road section were scrubbed by 
fa decision of the stewards but it effectively 
did away with any time for service going 
Into the Volos control. The panic also affected 
the results for as a result of telephone lines 
being tied up over the stage cancellation. a 
few more road penalties went missing which 
had a serious effect on the official results 
issued at the night halt, 
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‘ond to Aaltonen by 57 


very little happened 


important happenings w 
rouble with his elutch and 


stage which 
stage and a 
It appeared 


of minutes on 
nthe road as well 
mnly dust in the works 
‘Alpine mechanics had blown it 


n while Fall was leading on 


minutes I6oking for a passage control which 
should have been 
dts signs facing the wrong way 


there was a section with about 
service which was 


midnight and 


which was still a bit peculiar since hi 


Lindberg had new 
‘and Aaltonen changed the steering link 

which he had bent earlier. The Alpines looked 

to be quite fit but they too took new 

sion and Nicolas’ engine got special attention 
had been difficult to start 

Cars which checked int 

destined to re-s 

had at some point gone over th 

and were excluded 


Many of the 
this control were not 
in the morning for they 


The cars re-started just after lunch in the 


the sums by it had been created were 


uid have read Therier, Aaltonen, 


Lindberg, Fischer, Zweibaumer. 


Bochnicek and Sclater. The problem was that 

2 minutes of Sclater’s penalties on the road 
had nat been incorporated while even worse 
im some respects was the fact that Aaltonen 
had been given two minutes too many. As a 
consequence, Sclater thought that he was 
within easy’ striking distance of Fischer for 
the Group 2 category while Nicolas thought 
the same about Aaltonen. Be that as it may, 
Therier was 6 m clear in the lead and there 
were 27 cars still running at this point 

Straight from the start, the rally re-crossed 
Athens and tackled a very rough stage before 
crossing the. Corinth Canal into the 

ponnese. Here Bochnicek ruptured a sus. 
pension unit on his Citrofm which started to 
leak fluid and he stopped after the stage to 
change it in the service. He lost 4 m aft 
covering the remaining 3 km of the section 
in 39 m. The next thing to happen was that 
the rally lost. Fall and Wood. They had 
stopped to change a carburetter as their 
engine was suffering from a flat-spot and the 
Salzburg mechanics thought this would cure 
but as they pulled away on the next road 
Section, the engine continued to run rough and 
then seized, As it did so, it pushed rods and 
things through the block and made such a 
mess that it was almost impossible to. say 
Sfterwards what had caused the troub 
it seems likely that there was an 
This left just one VW defending the honour 

f Salzburg and Wolfsburg and Georg Fischer 
was set_at his own speed with the sole idea 

f finishing. He 100 thought that Sclater was 
ahead of him, or at least very close, and 
suffered terrible remorse when he had tw 
punctures on stages which he felt must surely 
have cost him the victory in the category 
However, Sclater was still under his jinx and 
first broke the gearlever but changed it from 
the Sparrow car in the next service, and then 
had a racing tyre puncture on the Ladon 
Bridge stage. 

Therler thought that he had lost the rally 
just before Ladon when he could not find the 
control at the end of the previous section, He 
was first car on the road and went a kilometre 
past the junction looking for it. When it did 
hot appear, he went back to where it should 
have been but still no sign of It, He then 
went 6 km up to his service point and 
hanged tyres and when the ‘Aaltonen 
came, he asked them if 1 found it 
When they replied in the affirmative, he shot 
back ance more to find a very crestfallen 
cr. He had been asleep in his car the 
first time that they had come and when they 
had gone the second time, he was a 100 yd 
down the road putting up his signs. The best 
thing was that he had taken a note of the 
time when the noise of their car had woken 
him up and he wrote it in on their card for 
them, 

Nineteen cars reached the re-grouping point 
at Sparta though Zwelbaumer was very lai 
With his BMW having had the propeller shaft 
Come loose and then discover that the service 
Erew had no replacement bolts. He was a bit 
Gisappointed all round with the Greek BMW 
Service for the ones that had turned out to 
help him from Thessalonika had gone to their 
service point without petrol, tyres, water or 
tools! He was not to last’ long as on the 
Section after Sparta, a rear wishbone collapsed 
and he was out. The other surviving BMW 
Sipahi was also a walking-wounded case for 
it had broken one engine mount quite early 
on and had been driven very carefully since. 
The imbalance of the engine had led to its 
destroying the distributor cap quite regularly 
and this predilection was to put it out of 
the rally when its owner finally ran out of 
spare caps. 

The final part of the night back from 
Sparta to the northern coast of the 
Peloponnese was very hard with many difficult 
road sections where all the cars were 
penalised. Aaltonen lost just over a minute 
‘when he went off the road on stage 41 and 
naturally picked up a minute on the road as 
Well. Nicolas was fastest man on the stages 
‘and least penalised on the road sections 
his attempt to wrest second place from the 
Fiat while Therier was taking things relatively 
easy and was content to lose two minutes 
more than his teammate on the stages and 
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three more than him on the road sections. 

When they arrived back in Athens at 10 am 
‘on Saturday, it was champagne for Therier 
and Nicolas’ but within an hour, the great 
re-count had started. Nicolas at first thought 
he was second and Sclater thought he was 
fifth. Both of them cited the Lagonissi results 
‘as thelr foundation for this assertion and this 
triggered off several hours of assiduous chec) 
ing which finally resulted in Nicolas being 
third and Sclater seventh with remarkably 
little recrimination on either side. By the time 
‘of the prizegiving on Sunday morning. the 
club had a properly bound set of computer 
print-outs for everyone and all argument was 
finally stilted. 

For Therier, this had been another of those 
victories that look s0 easy in reminiscence 
but called for @ great deal of speed, stamina 
and judgment in order to. pull it off. To 
Renault Alpine must go the most sincere 
admiration for their technology In preparing 
car which can go out and win such dissimilar 
events as Monte Carlo, Morocco and Acropolis. 
‘As far as speed and toughness goes, these 
plastic perils set a very high standard for 
Others to beat and unless some of the other 
factories adopt as professional an approach 
‘as the boys from Dieppe, there is not likely 
to be anyone ahead of them for some time 
to come, 


New fuel injection, BMW 520i 


A couple of months ago, I tested the new 
BMW 520 4-door saloon and details of the 
car appeared in Avrosrort. The 520 has a 
larger and more luxurious body than the 2002, 
the extra weight being counteracted by a move 
highly tuned 2-litre four-cylinder engine. 

I have now had an opportunity to test the 
fuel injection version of the same car. The 
body is identical, with independent suspension 
of all four wheels, and the machine is lavishly 
equipped, in keeping with its high price. The 
single overhead-camshaft engine has Kugel- 
fischer fuel injection and develops 130 bhp at 
5800 rpm. 

I drove the new BMW in Holland and was 
most impressed with the greater refinement 


of the fuel injection engine. There is an 
increase in maximum speed and a considerable 
improvement in acceleration, but it is in 
flexibility and quiet running that the new car 
excels. 

‘The claimed maximum speed is 115 mph and 
‘as I obtained a speedometer reading of 117 
mph, this is probably a fair estimate. Under 
favourable conditions, the car will go a little 
faster, but the ignition cutout then functions 

prevent over-revving. The fuel injection 
ives the engine almost the flexibility of a si 
Cylinder unit while it does not become noisy 
‘when fully extended on the gears. 

The ride is excellent and the roadholding is 
of a very high standard, though the car feels 


sengers and luggage. The bral 
with the performance and the car 
to run continuously on full throttle, 
side-winds can be experienced in the Nether 
Tands and these do tend to make the BMW 
wander at speeds above 100 mph. Under 
normal conditions, the stability is beyond re. 
proach, however hard the car is driven. 

‘The BMW 520 i is a car of useful size with 
‘a sporting performance. It is also claimed that 
the fuel injection system confers noteworthy 
fuel economy, though I was unable to verify 
this. It has ail the usual BMW features, such 
third gear giving a high maximum speed, 
and a comfortable seating position and well 
Placed controls add to the pleasure of driving. 
The other details of the car are similar to 
those of the carburetter version, which I have 
already reviewed. VB 
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Ferrari formation 


NURBURGRING 


the first and second placed cars of Ickx and Mer 


Ferrari increase lead 


Story and Pictures by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


Ferrari added a useful 20 points to thelr manufacturers’ championship tea 
Jacky Ickx/Brian Redman and Carlos Pace/Art 

astern formation vietory with their 312Ps. They were the sole survivors of a ci 
1d Matra, who were both out of the running before quat 


on Sunday wi 


record. Despite the Ferrari domin: 
boring. Arturo Merzario went agains 


bbe almost lifted out of the e¢ 


'@ practice lap below Ickx’ 


team orders and nearly ruined ¢ 
insisted on overtaking Iekx and winning the race. The temperamental Ital 
shortly before the 


at Nurburgring 
Merzario scored a line: 


jance. Each 
‘had once 
FI outright Iap 
it was far from 
wrything when he 
‘eventually had to 
1d after constantly ignoring pit signals. 


from lap 13 of the 44 lay 


Four laps behind the leaders John Burton/John Bridges brought the Red Rose Racing 1900 
‘Smith-powered ‘Chevron B23 into an heroic third place after a long stop early on and 
running most of the race with no clutch of second and third gears. Ford were easy victors of 
the touring car battle with BMW, while the GT category went to the Paul Keller/Jurgen 
Neuhaus Carrera RSR after favourite George Follmer crashed his Martini-backed works ¢ 

early on. The Claude Haldi/Bernard Cheneviere Porsche 908/3 took slow but sure fourth 


Wour of the Fe 
Tt was also a special day for Brian Red: 


's0 put Porsche ahead of Matra in the championship table which 
ei camp. 
in who, at 14 wins, hai 


now totalled the same 


number of sports car victories set by the late Jo Siffert. 


ENTRY 7 


Besides Le Mans, the Nurburgring 1000 Kms 
is probably the most prestigious round of the 
manufacturers’ championship series. The 
tion and character of the Nurburgring 
Always attracts a very good entry and. this 
year was no exception. All the regular con- 
tenders were present but for the Gulf Mirage 
team who decided to give this one a miss 
although the official reason was a shortage of 
engines. With Le Mans so close, though, it 
would be a hard job to ready the chassis 
from this race after the gruelling effects of the 
tortuous ‘Ring which usually means a com- 
plete rebuild, while plans to convert the cars 
to ZF gearboxes for Le Mans would also have 
to be rather rushed 
‘The current points positions between Ferrari 
i. Matra meant that neither team could 
afford to miss this round and both teams put 
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in a full effort despite the closeness of Le 
Mans, Ferrari were fielding two cars for usual 
drivers Brian Redman/Jacky Ickx and Artui 
Merzario/Carlos Pace while Matra had their 
two Spa cars for Henri ~Pescarolo/Gerard 
Larrousse ‘and Francois Cevert/ Jean-Pierre 
Beltolse Despite all their problems in their 
first two races this year Alfa Romeo were by 
no means any less eager to win a race and 
they had two cars ready to challenge Matra 
and Ferrari, Andrea de Adamich/Rolf Stom- 
melen and Carlo Facetti Clay Regazzoni hand- 
ling the cars, the latter pairing’s car being a 
brand new chassis after Regazzoni had written 
the other Targa car off 


In a desperate attempt to try to get on 
some sort of equal footing with the Matras, 
Ferrari were trying out some new aero- 
dynamic ideas on the Pace/Merzario car. The 
normally flat tail section had been redesigned 
with a lowered centre section between the 
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rear wheels. It also meant moving the oil 
coolers lower down just in front of the rear 
ight wheel with a cooling duct channelled into 
the side of the right-hand sill to replace the 
ones normally on top of the tail. A large 
single Fl-style airbox replaced the usual twin 
scoops, while the rear suspension had also 
been altered slightly, the lower link pickup 

fered to lower the rear end, Despite all these 
changes, Pace was not particularly convinced 
that they did any good, saying that the car 
was still very unpredictable in its tendencies 
to go from oversteer to understeer. Redman 
‘and Ickx chose to run the usual car which 
Was back to its short tail form after Monza 
and Spa. 

The two Matras were both looking very 
smart, only scorch marks on the chassis 
giving away the fact that the Larrousse/Pes- 
farolo car had been so badly burnt at Spa. 
Both cars and engines were as usual but for 
the fact that they were now both running 
Hewland FG300 gearboxes instead of the 
usual ZF box on just one of the cars. Matra 
also confirmed that they were pleased with 
the Porsche gearbox they had been testing in 
an F1 chassis and that they had run 9 hr,with 
no trouble on the rolling road. Porsche’ had 
tested them for 48 hr and it looks as 
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though they will be used on the Le Mans cars. 

‘The two Alfas were in the same trim as 
before, The de Adamich/Stommelen chassis 
showed signs of its hard time at the Targa, 
the team having very little time to get the 
car in shape for this race other than change 
‘engines and check it over, banging out the 
‘odd dents where necessary. Completing the 3- 
litre prototype entry were the usual pair of 
Porsche 908/35. for Reinhold Just/Mario 
Casoni and Claude Haldi/Bernard Cheneviere. 
The former car had been completely rebi 
since its last outing and was also running 
new. engine, while the latter was looking 
rather more worn although it still carried its 
Toblerone sponsorship. Once again the only 
B-litre Lola to turn up was the Jolly Club- 
hired, Ecurie Bonnier-decored T280 with 
drivers Giorgio Pianta/Pino Pica 

The second of the two Martini Porsche 
Carreras was once more running in the proto- 
type class and this time was very much a pro- 
totype, Porsche, no doubt, hoping for perhaps. 
thelr third win of the year and, with luck, 
maybe even the championship! The car had 
been reshaped at the back to take 15 in wide 
Wheels with the corresponding suspension 
mods, while the fronts were also up to 104 in, 


The body itself was now all glassfibre and the 
car was considerably lighter than its GT 
counterpart, As before, Herbert Miller/Gijs 
van Lennep were driving the prototype with 
George Follmer/Willl Kauhsen in the GT car 

‘As usual the 2-litre prototype class attracted 
a strony 


‘mainly British, entry with Chevron 
joured marque. Red Rose Racing were 
‘a single B23 for John Burton who 
sharing the wheel with the “ boss,"" John 
Bridges, for this race. HIRE Racing had thet 
‘Tergal car on hand for Xavier Juncadella whi 
unemployed Gulf driver Mike Hailwood was 
“hired as co-driver. Ember Racing brought 
along their B21 and B23s, the older car being 
driven by John Quick/Bill de Selincourt with 
John Hine/Peter Hanson handling the newer 
‘ear. In B23 spec Chevrons were the usual cars 
of Martin Raymond/Peter Humble, Trevor 
s/Brendan Mclnerney and Roger 
le Guellec, Pete Smith/David 
in thelr familiar blue and 
rower / 
James Bell, The only non-English based Chev- 
ron runners were Michel Dupont/Paul Blanc 
pain, having their first outing in a new 
Chevron B23, while Walter Frey/Peter Ett- 
muller were ‘still using their old BI and 
Waiting for the new flat-eight Tecno engine 
and a newer chassis 

‘The main Chevron challenge came from the 
two BIP-sponsored Lola 7292s. Drivers were 
ial Carlos Santos/Antonio Mendoza and 
Pinhol/Carlos Gaspar and no doubt the 
team were hoping to repeat their class wins of 
Monza and Spa. Brian Joscelyne/Lee Kaye/ 
Tony Birchenough were sharing their olde 
Lola 7290, still backed by Dorset Foods, these 
three being the only 2-litre Lola representation 
surprisingly. Other 2-litre runners included the 
trusty old Dulon of Tony Goodwin who took 
his customary weekend off from his doctor's 
practice to race the ‘Ring with co-drivers Ed 
MeDonough/Roy Johnson, the latter making 
his first appearance since the same race last 
year. 

‘Another ancient car was the Swedish- 
entered Astra-RNRI Ford FVA for Olof Wijk/ 
Tommy Brorsson, The rest of the entry were 
all FVC-powered but for one other car. This 
was the AMS 2000 of Dieter Basche/Manfred 
Mohr, this car using a BDA engine and not 
the fiat-8 Tecno which had been used at a 
recent 2-litre race. Another interesting entry 
was the first appearance of the pretty new 
Royale 2-litre car for German pairing Hans 
Baumhardt/Christian Schmarje, but this was 
very much an unsorted car and when engine 
installation problems added to the already 
varied problems of running a new chassis at 
the 'Ring it was decided to call it a day 
before the race and go home and get things 
sorted out before the next round, 

‘The GT category was a Porsche benefit, 
with only a rather uncompetitive Swiss 
entered de Tomaso Pantera and an interesting 
Alfa Germany-entered Alfa Montreal to break 
the Carrera monopoly. The Alfa effort was a 
very professional one and although the car 
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looked rather frightening on the road, its two 
drivers, Dieter Gleich/Dieter Welzinger, did 
a good job, but, unfortunately, after various 
engine problems including changing one be- 
fore the second day's practice. the car just 
failed to qualify for the race. However, it did 
eventually start like everyone else 

Of the Carreras, the works and semi-works 
cars were in with the best chance, Follmer 
Kauhsen favourites with their 3-litre Martini- 
entered ‘Other front runners were Paul 
Keeler/Jurgen Neuhaus, Erwin Kremer, 
Gunter Steckkonig, George Loos/Jurgen 
Barth (ina brand new car), Klaus 
Fritzinger/Peter Zbinden and Kurt Simonsen. 
Roland Larsson. This race is also unlike 
the rest in that there is always a good 
touring car entry and not surprisingly it was 
@ serious battle between Ford and BMW. 
Works 3.0 CSLs were entered for Chris Amon, 
Hans Joachim Stuck and Tolne Hezemans 
Dieter Quester while Niki Lauda/Brian Muir 
were paired in the meister-sponsored 
Alpina car. From Ford came two Capri RSs 
for Dieter Glemser/Jochen Mass and Gerry 
Birrell/John Fitzpatrick. A third car for Hans 
Heyer/Jody- Scheckter was not running. 


PRACTICE 


A total of 9 hrs was allocated for practice, 
54 hrs on Friday and 3) hrs on Saturday, 
which for some teams was still not enough. 
Rumours had been circulating even before 
practice that Cevert had broken the outright 
record of 7m 1365 set by. Ickx during 
private practice a few days before the race. 
We did not have to wait very long to have 
these rumours confirmed. Under blue, sunny, 
and very untypical Nurburgring skies, Cevert 
went out in the Matra-Simca and set a few 
flying laps, the best of which was 7m 12.8 s. 
He got out of not bother 
to practise ay 
point | 
Beltolse could not better 7m 19s during 
his few laps on both days, but this was still 
good enough. While spirits were high in the 
Matra camp, lady luck was not sharing thelr 
Joy for the other car was once again plagued 
with troubles. Larrousse went out on Friday 
and did not even get in a flying lap before 
the oll pressure started to disappear and the 
wheeled back to the paddock for 
‘engine. On. Saturday Pescarolo 
managed 7m 19.9 before the same problem 
steuck again and the car went back for its 
fine of the weekend. The other car 
had a routine change before 
Saturday's practice, so the Matra mechanics 
had little time to enjoy the warm sunshine 
‘Second fastest during Friday's session was 
Stommelen in the Alfa which was looking 
very businesslike in recording a 7m 195, 
‘Stommelen delighted with the car’s handling. 
Ferrari were obviously way off the mark and 
just not quick enough which was rubbed in 
when Ickx spent several laps trying to keep 
up with Beltolse on Friday and came back 
In after losing a lot of ground with a best 
time of 7m 23.5% The second Ferrari did 
not better 7m 282 s on the first day. 
Regazzoni arrived just in time for the 


Rolf Stommeten in the rapid Alfa which retired with engine trouble. 


last few laps of practice after flying down 
from BRM testing in Sweden. He did one 
lap and came in with the Alfa pouri 
steam from a blown cylinder head 
So it was Facetti's time of 7m 28.1 s which 
was their best. On Saturday Beltoise just 
Sid a couple of laps to check all was well 
and ‘scrub in race tyres. Otherwise Matra 
were able to relax, or at least with the pole- 
winning car after further engine dramas 
with the other one. Pescarolo just failed to 
beat Stommelen’s Alfa time. 

Timekeeping was very suspect and one 
could not help thinking that the organisers 
Were doctoring the times to suit pre-race 
publicity. It became a bit naughty when, 
RMter Saturday's practice, Ickx was credited 
with 7m 155s, much ‘to the surprise of 
Ferrari. General ‘opinion was that the tim 
keepers had timed the wrong car or something 
for all the pits got Ickx at a best of 7m 21.75 
which was the time they ended up giving 
Merzario in the second car. So Alfa found 
themselves pushed back to third spot on the 
grid, just’ ahead of the second Matra. and 
Ferrari. Regazzoni came next after setting 
a-7m 26.95, the Alfas, like the Ferraris, 
also having had routine overnight engine 
changes. 

Next up should have been the Porsche 908/3 
of Jost. who was going very well and had 
recorded a 7m 41-45 before a really hi 
accident. which all_happened a few 
from your's truly. There are few places 
the remodelled "Ring these days where car 
factually leave the ground, one of them being 
the very tricky fifth gear, slightly curving 
Pflanzgarten. ‘The cars arrive over a blind 
brow, just come off the road and are into 
a slight left sweep as they hit the ground. 
Needless to say the approach has to be 
perfect to land right on the other side, if 
you are going quickly 

Here one can really watch the aces at their 

‘what makes the diff 


watch although Redman had a very ni 
moment when he landed a bit off square at 
Sround 130. mph. JOst was also going well 
here, but when he did the same as Redman, 
he could not quite hold the car and it went 
round and thumped deep into the metal 
barier. Wheels, springs, bodywork, oll and 
various debris went flying in all directions 
and he skated on for another 200 yds along 
the barrier before the car came to res 
Virtually minus its left side. Fortunately 
Yost was sitting on the right and climbed out 
unhurt, although he must having been taking 
along hard look at the bowed-in barrie 
‘which was all that separated him from sever: 
Verge treen 

was a troubled British section that 
flea up the fourth row of the grid. Hallwood 
had the rear wheel retaining studs come loose 
‘and the wheel lost grip with the hub, while 
later, Xavier Juncadella had a puncture and 
spun into the barrier which did minor dam: 
to the left rear corner and broke a wheel. 
Hajlwood managed 7m 34.15 before his 
problems, however, and this was good 
Enough to set best 2itre time. Burton wé 


GOODYEAR IS RACING 
TO DEVELOP 
A BETTER CAR TYRE. 


Goodyear have invested enormous energies 
in today’s racing in the sure knowledge that 
tyre experience gained on racing circuits 
helps in the development of ordinary car 
tyres. 

The constant search for even tougher 
racing tyres continues to throw up new 
fabrics, new fibres and new ideas for tyre 
construction that can be used in tyres fitted 
yeu family car. 

he extent of Goodyear’s success in 
racing is clearly shown by the results 
achieved so far in 1973. 


ln Formula the first five world 
championship events fell to Goodyear — 
a100% record. 


In Formula 2 Goodyear tyres led the way 
at Hockenheim, Thruxton, Nurburgring 
and Pau in France, where again the First 
three places fell to Goodyear through 
Cevert, Jarier and Schenken. 

In prototype sports car GT Goodyear 
were piece at Vellelunga, Dijon and 
Monza 1000 k.m. events. 

Successes like these culminate in better 
tyres for you. One such example is the 

800 Supersteel radial, a unique 
combination of steel belts and polyester 
sidewalls. Such was the confidence in the 
strength and safety of this tyre that 
Goodyear landed a two ton aeroplane on it. 

And that is why Goodyear goes racing. 


GOODSYEAR 


the safe’ 


minded Compan: 
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an-Pier 


having problems sorting spring rates, trying 
harder ones for the second. session and 
deciding they were too hard when he spun 
and nudged the barrier with minor. inju: 


fo the nose section When he did. get the 
Springing. right, he set 7m 56.13. After 
Sbst’s drama, Casoni moved aver to the Jolly 
Club Lola and recorded 7m $8.18, Pica 


being dropped in 


countryman, 
Fespectably 


favour his quicker 
While Planta was lapping quite 


Next quickest was the Gasp 
ac Bom 48 s despite the d 
This was 


‘ast of the team’s prob: 
lems, however, St 4 on race morning 
1 "was arrested by the police. He had 
legedly not settled a 50,000 DM bill for 
bending Klaus Fritzinger’s. Capri in which 
he almost killed himself at" last. year's 
Estoril saloon car race. As a result the two 
BIP cars were withdrawn from the race in 
protest to a “lack of sportsmanship. 


With this gap on the grid, Martin Raymond 
came next with a time of 8 m 7.1 5, despite 
fan attack of glandular fever and a * smal 
1800 cc FVC. Raymond was doubtful if he 
would be well enough to start the race. Peter 
Gaydon also practised the car for a few 
laps and. was also sick, s0 it looked as 
though it would be up’ to Peter Humble 
all on his own unless somebody recovered 
in time for the race. The Heavens/le Guellec 
car came next. with Sm 122s after a 
relatively trouble free practice while next 
would have been the second BIP Lola with 
8m 19.5% (had it run). Instead, next on the 
grid came the prototype Porsche. Carrera 
With &m 206s followed by its sister car 
with 8m 24.7. It was supposed to have 
been set by Kauhsen, although nobody had 
seen a time below Sm 30.05 all day 


Mass got below the saloon record for the 
Ring to take the next time with 8m 2545 
in ‘the works Capri, Birrell/Fitzpatrick just 
@ bit slower on 8m 28.25. Apparently the 
Saloons are getting 20 fast and are so heavy 
to drive that not only are the drivers finding 
it really hard work, so are the cars, The 
steering rack would not stand up to the 
force the drivers were having to put into 
them. “It took all my strength,” said Birrell, 
so after practice the rubber mounted racks 
Were changed for stronger, metal and Teflon- 
mounted ones. 
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Beltoise flying high in the Matra before re 


Ettmuller/Frey managed § m 29.0 s followed 
by the Chris Amon/Hans Stuck BMW which 
had benefited consid Amon 


atthe end of practice ve 
ving. He was gett m 
jeways and spinning the wheels in 


were giving 
Cheneviere wi 
908/3 and did not better 8 m 31.2 s which 
was just fractionally quicker than Twaites. 
McInerney (8m 315s) who missed all of 
Friday's practice when the clutch would not 
release properly. The Wijk/Brorsson Astra 
was credited with a dubious Sm 33.86, 
Hezemans/Quester’s best time in the second 


BMW being 8m 35.35 

Ember Racing were out of luck during 
practice, Hines ‘car not arriving . until 
Saturday dramas in England. When it 
did get going it only lasted a few laps before 


the big. end bearings went. The c 
hurriedly " change an. untried 
Abbott 2-litre FVC during the rest of 
Gay and Hine/Hanson set about  qualif 
the other car to get a race. Unfortun 
they were out of luck in that as well 
when Hanson took over the Quick/de Selin 
court car he went off the road and bent 


a rear corner after the brakes. failed 
pletely. Although both cars were rea 
for the race the B23 had to start from 
back of the grid without a time 

In all 45 cars qualified within the 130 per 


cent time of the three fastest cars which 
would have been 9m 27s but for some 
Feason everybody was let_on the grid and 
so there were 49 runners in all without the 
Lolas. BMW's chances were also lessened 
when Brian Muir shunted the back of the 
Alpina car which was subsequently too badly 
damaged to race. This was much to the 
consternation of the mechanics who had spent 
all week welding on a new rear end after its 
Salzburg shunt 


RACE 


Race day was even warmer and clearer than 
the previous practice days and people were 
arriving long before the 11 am start. Eventu- 
ally the cars were led off on their warming-up 
loop around the South Curve before the pace 


car pulled into the pit road and the fleld was 

way, the tail end already racing before the 
front rows had properly started. Brake lights 
came on, while Stuck’s BMW rocketed through 
from the middle and was up with the leading 
Zlitre car as the flag eventually fell for Cevert 
and Tekx. 

Cevert made it into the first turn ahead of 
Ickx who had Pescarolo right behind and 
trying to take second spot. Stommelen and 
Merzario were side by side behind the pi 
Merzario getting ahead as the cars disappeared 
for the first time, Regazzon! bringing up the 
tail end of the S-litre runners in the second 
Alfa. ‘which was already sounding a little 
rough. Before the first lap had even run, 
Matra were in trouble Pescarolo stopped at 
Schwedenkreuz just 5 km out, his engine 
having blown up in a big way after a con- 
necting rod broke, Hailwood was in trouble 
with a misfiring engine and stuck In second 
gear after the first corner when the linkage 
Came adrift. "I even got passed by the acct 
Gent. rescue vehicle for a while, but I put 
my foot down and repassed him again," said 
Hailwood later. He stopped at the pits and lost 
four laps while things were sorted 

‘At the end of the first lap Cevert appeared 
with a 63's lead over Ickx who was a few 
Yards ahead of Merzario closely followed by 
Stommelen. Already Regazzoni was trailing 
‘and soon after the start of the second lap 
Alfa lost their first car when Rega slowed 
and stopped with a smoking motor, thought 
to originate from a broken valve, Behind the 
Slitre runners Burton was holding a strong 
2ilitre class lead ahead of the 3-litre Lola of 
Casoni. Haldi was further back only just clear 
of Stuck who had Mass right on his bumper. 
Van Lennep suffered the embarrassment of 
running behind these saloon cars, but managed 
to split them next time around and get ahead 
on the third lap. 

‘As each Isp progressed the Matra opened 
the gap more and more to Ickx, Cevert set 
ting fastest lap of the race on the second lap 
with a new record of 1m 26.5 5 (184.1 kph). 
Tekx was only slowly shaking off Merzario 
while Stommelen was losing around the same 
to the Ferraris as they were on the Matra 
Burton's splendid performance in fifth place 
came to an abrupt end after four laps when 
he pitted to have a broken metering unit rod 
fixed which lost him a lap—but he was by 
no means out of the running and he set out 
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to prove it. 

Burton's disappearance left the Casoni Lola 
in fifth spot but that also went missing two 
laps later when it stopped out on the circuit 
with a broken gear change linkage. Stuck had 
gone missing after five laps, his BMW coming 
to rest backwards into the barrier trying to 
keep up with Mass who had got by a lay 
earlier. Also in trouble on this lap was le 
Guellec, who had been holding a strong 
second place in the 2-litre class when Burton 
dropped out. A broken metering unit pur the 
car out and when mechanics went out to fix 
it and got the car back he was disqualified 
for outside assistance. 

Tony Goodwin did his trusty old Dulon a 
power of no good at Pflanzgarten when he 
moved over to be lapped by Cevert and put 
himself off line. He repeated JOst’s accident 
with similar consequences. Martin Davidson 
was another early retirement in the Dare 
BRM which he was sharing with Jack Wheeler, 
this car dropping a valve on the second lap. 
Cars were in trouble all over the place and one 
was. beginning to wonder if any, of them 
would go the distance. 

As Covert’s tanks emptied he slowly dropped 
his times and on lap 7 lapped in 7 m 23.4 5, 
following it with 7 m 20.3.5 next time around 
before his stop. This was to 
record for the rest of thé 


while Merzario had dropped almost 20s on 


his team leader, but was nevertheless still 
more than 30 8 clear of Stommelen. 

By this time the Toblerone Porsche was a 
very distant fifth and by lap eight had been 
caught and passed by the AMS 2000 which 
was being driven very effectively by Mohr, 
who had been leading the 2-litre class after 
Burton's stop. Van Lent 
behind the 908/3, whil 


back ‘through the 
in Iith place after ‘his 
the leading cars were ready to’ make thei 
first stops on lap 8. 

Cevert handed over to Beltoise who 
returned to the race after a very quick stop 
during which Ickx pitted to hand over to Red- 
man. By the time the Ferrari continued it 
was down 22.4 s, the Ferrari stop took long 
than expected when a fuse had to be replace 
before the electric fuel pumps would work, 
this apparently adding just 12 s to the stop. 
Merzario pitted to hand over to Pace and 
Stommelen to de Adamich, the stops all 
fairly even and the status quo being restored 
back on the track between the first four cars 

Follmer’s healthy lead of the GT class after 
a close dice with the remaining BMW driven 
by Hezemans came to a rather abrupt end on 
lap 7 just after passing the Dutchman. "The 
car suddenly went sideways without any warn- 
ing at the Adenau Bridge,” he said, It ended 


‘The Red Rose Chevron of Burton/Bridges finished an excellent third overall 


firmly planted into the barrier with the chassis 
quite seriously damaged. After the stops by 
the leading cars, only the first five cars down 
to Mohr were still on the same lap. Mohr's 
stop came on lap 10, but by the time co- 
driver Finotto continued all his good work 
was wasted for they had dropped back to 
eighth place. Burton was holding the 2-litre 
class lead again and in seventh place behind 
the "Porsche 908/3 which he was catching 
The de Adamich car was beginning to sound 
rough and it was not surprising when he 
pulled into the pits on lap 11, just on quarter 
distance. The back came up and mechanics 
Spent long minutes looking at the engine 
which was restarted and sounded very rough. 
Eventually the car was pushed to the dead 
park, official reasons ranging from oil leak 
from the engin from the gearbox, a 
dropped valve to'a faulty clutch bearing. De 
‘Adamich complained of the clutch, while it 
seems likely that the rear main crankshaft 
seal may have gone, causing the clutch drama. 
From the sound of the engine, valve trouble 
was also a possibility. Take your pick! 
While the Alfa was still in the throes of 
dying, news came of another retirement, ap- 
propriately on lap 13. The leading Matra had 
thrown a rod through its brand new engine 
at Wippermann and its was a long-faced Matra 
team that started packing up in the pits. With 
the Matra out, the race became a Ferrari bene- 
fit, but, thanks to Arturo Slerzario, certainly 
not uninteresting. It started with Pace’s first 
stop which he made a lap early by mistake. 
Merzario was still not dressed and as he 
hurriedly jumped into the car without even 
time to put on his gloves, he shook his fist 
at Pace as he left the pits. Seven laps later 
(also a lap before time, no doubt not by 
lake) Merzario was back to hand over 
"¢, who was ready 
Redman had gone on for two stints after 
taking over from Ickx, but shortly before his 
second scheduled stop on lap 24, Brian was 
pointing to the front right hand wheel which 
needed changing after he had clipped the 
kerb at Wipperman and put the wheel out 
of balance. Jacky Ickx rejoined still comfort- 
ably ahead of Pace, both Ferraris sounding 
good. By the time Pace came in again to hand 
over to Merzario, the gap between the first 
two cars was around 50s and when Ickx 
stopped a lap later and carried on again, the 
gap was down to a little over 20/5. Both 
drivers were told to ease off and hold station, 
for the nearest car was now the Burton, 
Bridges Chevron three laps behind. Despite 
no clutch (they were starting it by dropping 
it off the jack at pitstops), the Chevron was 
holding a strong third place since the second 
Matra had retired. 
Merzario had ideas of his own, however, 
and he decided he was going to win the race 
single-handed. He knocked 9 s off Ickx's time 


first time around, closing the gap to 143 5 
and then to 9} s the next lap. This brought 
angrily waved “slow” signs from his pitas 
Merzario lapped around 7 m 30 s, 20 s quicker 
than was necessary. On lap 36, Merzario 
‘went ahead for two laps and the atmosphere 
was far from calm as Ickx followed Merzario 
past the pits with the engine misfiring on the 
Fev-limiter which was cutting in early” and 
Preventing Ickx from holding off Merzario. 

Three times they hung out “in” signs to 
the Italian but he took no notice, finally 
letting Ickx ahead again on lap 38 and then 
stopping s lap later. Sig Caliri had to order 
Merzario out of the car as he did not want 

. Pace finishing off the race to 
orders, but'no doubt making Caliri feel he 
had a’ mutiny on his hands when he also 
closed right up on Ickx again for the finish, 
But he did not attempt to pass in accordance 
with team orders 

Merzario took off his helmet and stormed 
off, which was probably the best. thing he 
could do. The two red cars repeated Gult's 
Spa finish and crossed the line together just 
0.1 s apart. Mezario did not even reappear 
for the winner's presentation which saw Ickx 
grinning broadly, although he must have been 
thinking some pretty gruesome things about 
his so-called team-mate who apparently almost 
had him off the track during his show of 
excitement, 

Burton came in a very well deserved third, 
playing out his drama right to the end when 
he pitted with a couple of laps to go to 
change a punctured rear tyre. This let the 

for one lap befor 


is clutch and 
dramas. Van Lennep/Muller came home fifth a 
lap clear of the Birrell/Fitzpatrick Ford which 
held the saloon car lead 
had made an unscheduled stop to report low 
flying helicopters! Apparently he had been 
driving along when a low flying helicopter 
(sponsored by Ford, would you belleve) had 
passed so close that he thought it was a f 
ear he had not seen. Eager to 
way he swerved and promptly spun, fortun- 
ately without damage. Mass continued, but 
out of luck a short time afterwards when 
hhe stopped with 
A lap behind the 
place in the 2-litre class was ten: 
Humble fell back from seventh to 10th place 
in the closing stages when an out of balance 
wheel jumping out of gear problems slowed 
him down. This let Ettmuller/Frey and Smith/ 
Welpton ahead, the latter pair just pipping the 
Swiss crew after a last’ minute fuel stop. 
Ninth overall went to the Hezemans/Quester 
BMW after a trouble free run. The Ember 
Racing cars luck in the 1 
going out 
id 


A faulty fuel pressure relief valve was the 
downfall of the Twaites/Mcinerney Chevron 
which stopped out on the circuit for many 
laps soon after McInerney took over. The car 
eventually restarted but too many laps behind 


to be classified. Bell/Harrower's engine finally 
gave up the struggle after several water stops 
because of a leaking head gasket. 
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. How good is : 
fire protective clothing? 


You get one chance 
to find out. 


Obviously, the wrong moment to find out 


Eight out of ten Formula-1 drivers have been 


about fire protective clothing is when your life depends on it. _ wearing suits of Nomex for years. They know these facts. 
The time to make sure is when you buy it And in recent racing seasons more than thirty 
So you'd better know the facts about Nomex professional drivers escaped from burning cars without 
Nomex is a synthetic fibre made by serious injuries. They wore Nomex. You can bet they know 

Ou Pont de Nemours the facts. 
It le completely non-flammable. It does As do firemen, aircrews, oilmen and civil 

not melt. A suit of Nomex insulates you against Sefence Wor eee ¥ 

heat during those vital moments you need. omens is gvelieits in justabout anstorm: 

And, whether woven or Knitted, it is as light racing suits, underwear, gloves, balaclavas, socks. 

and comfortable to wear as any normal For enmpiata Excteesor 

fabric. Now you know the facts. 


These are not just Why take chances? 


laboratory findings, or a manufac- ~ 
turer's wishful thinking D 


* Du Pont's reg'd tra 
Du Pont mi 
the fibres, not t 
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ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Championship leader Steve Thompson, an 
acknowledged Mallory Park expert, was a non 
starter after a gigantic testing accident at 
Silverstone the previous Thursday. A burst 
front tyre sent the Servis Chevron B24 to its 
doom at Woodcote at 140 mph; it finished a 
twisted wreck with Thompson trapped inside, 
Steve, whose helmet was dented against the 
Armco, was lucky to escape with severe 
bruising. Alan Brodie could have built up the 
team's brand new B24 if Steve had been fit 
enough to drive. Another in the wars was 
Jock Russell: a garage fire badly damaged 
his transporter and. slightly damaged his 
McRae GMI the night before the race 

‘Austra 
racing, so his entry was 
another absentee was Kaye Griffiths with the 
Eve Escorts Kitchmac. Kaye is in the United 
States for three weeks, his prize for winnin; 
the Rothmans/MRS* shooting competition at 
the Racing Car Show. There was no truth in 
the rumour that a well-known cabinet minister 
would appear in the Eve Escorts car. 

Practice started in the dry, but after half 
‘an hour it began to rain s0 anyone who hadn't 
worked up to a good time was left out in 
the cold. Fastest at 42.0 s was Keith Holland, 
whose lan Ward Racing Trojan T101 had 
benefited from the touch of Ron 
Tauranac since Oulton Park. Formula 1 Tyrrell 

sar wing were employed. 
facing Chevron B24 of 
‘second fastest with 42.45, 
‘was David 
Oxton in the black Begg FMS, a really beau 
tifully-prepared and well-constructed machine 
Oxton ‘lapped in 43.0 s, a time equalled by 
Dean's team-mate Bobby Brown who was 
having his first F500 outing since Good 
Friday, 

Guy Edwards posted 43.2 s to become the 
fastest Lola T3390 driver with the Barclays 
International/Amoco entry, while Gijs van 
Lennep’s ShellSport Luxembourg Lola 7330 
was only 0.28 slower. (Following the 
Nurburgring 1000-km Gijs took s helicopter 
to Dusseldorf, flew to Heathrow, hired a car 
to drive to ‘Hinckley and was in bed by 
10.30 pm!) Bob Evans last year’s 
Smith ‘engine in the STP-backed McKenzie 
Trojan T1O1 following the team’s split with 
Race Engine Services and went well to be 
timed at 43.6 s, 0.8 s quicker than Brett 
Lunger in Sid Taylor's repaired Trojan T1OL 
‘As at Oulton Park, the car used a fu 
injected Alan Smith mill. At 448 s came 
lan Ashley, the Henley Fork Lift Lola T330 
having benefited from a day's testing at 
Silverstone, 

‘Among those in trouble was Teddy Pilette, 
the Oulton Park winner hampered by the 
wrong gear ratios and recording a meagre 
50.0 5. Clive Baker's Torbay Re 
73A, handling better since Oulton Park, 
brake balance problems, hence a poor 51.6 
Tom Belso’s ShellSport Luxembourg Lola 
390 had its Smith engine rebuilt and fitted 
the day before the race, but an electrical 
problem caused it to cut out and Smiling 


Keith Holland's lan Ward Trojan on its way to a comfortable win 


MALLORY PARK 


Round seven to Holland 
By MIKE KETTLEWELL 


The seventh round of the Rothmans European Formula 5000 Championship produced the 
seventh winner, Kelth Holland. Kelth, who has tried so hard this year in the lan Ward 
Racing Trojan T101, thoroughly deserved his victory. He started from pole position, led 
every Inch of the 50 laps and set the fastest lap, equalling Graham McRac's lap record. 
Mallory Park last Monday provided the usual thrills and excitements. Although there was 
Bo one to challenge Holland after Gijs van Lennep (ShellSport Luxembourg Lola 1330) pitted 
for a fresh tyre, there was a tremendous scrap for second place between the Chevron B24s of 
Bobby Brown and Teddy Pilette, the American beating the Belgian by half a length. Bob Evans 
in the STP Trojan T101 drove ‘another str ce to be fourth, while David Oxton had his 
best race yet in the one-off Begg FMS and was fifth despite a slowly deflating rear tyre. 
the pace that only nine of the 16 starters were running at the finish, {wo of 

fied. Out of luck were the three-car ShellSport 

two laps after his pit-stop and was s 

, who started from the back of the grid after practice dramas, 
both retired after good drives. 
Tom only managed a handful of laps in the 
rain, the best being 58.2 s. Team-mate Clive 
Santo's Lola. was brand new and had all 
Sorts of problems, including gearchange diffi 
culties, and Clive drove it for the first time 
in the rain, doing 73.4 s despite the fact he 
could hardly reach the pedals! 

Poor Alan Rollinson with his self-financed 
McRae GMI had his usual chapter of prob: 
Jems. The car looks really smart and has 
Denefited from a complete rebuild, including 
revised suspension. After some promising test 
laps at Silverstone on Friday a valve dropped. 
The engine was rebuilt, but a cylinder head 
located on Sunday gave trouble for when the 
engine was started at 4 am on race morning 
water appeared where it shouldn't have. At 
the cireuit, Alan borrowed another head from 
George Begg but had to miss practice He 
was allowed to start from the back of the 


arid with a 10 s penalty after completing three 
Warm-up laps 
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RACE 


Fortunately the tack dried before the race 
which meant that everyone appeared with 
Slick tyres. Some  drivers—notably van 
Lennep, who made his comments known over 
the PA—felt that the grid was too tightly 
packed, but fortunately the predicted start- 
Tine shunt never occurred and Holland swept 
into the lead chased by Dean, van Lennep, 
‘Oxton and Edwards. Down the Devil's Elbow, 
however, second man Dean had a drive-shaft 
Tet go, 0 the Yorkshireman posted his first 
retirement of the season. Van Lennep took 
‘over second spot and he, chased Holland hard, 
‘pening out a gap to Oxton, Edwards, Brown 
and. Pllette after two taps. Ashley led the 
rest, having Lunger, Belso and Evans in tow, 
while Rollinson was soon 11th. 

Baker's March was an early casualty, the 
oll pump drive belt breaking on his fourth 
lap. ‘The writing was on the wall for both 
Edwards and Rollinson; Edwards’ Lola 
trailed smoke from a leaking rocker cover 
gasket and Rollinson’s McRae was steaming. 
Edwards made three pit stops before every: 
thing. was satisfactory, this putting him a 
dozen or so laps in arrears, while Rollinson 
was forced to retire after five laps. 

"As van Lennep shadowed Holland, Brown 
moved into third place on lap five. Two 
Taps later Pilette was up to fourth, moving 
Oxton back (0 fifth ahead of Ashley, Belso, 
Lunger and Evang. Pilette challenged Brown 
hard, but_on lap 14 he spun it away at the 
hairpin. when, ironically, he thought that 
Brown, was about to lose it! At about the 
same time van Lennep started to drop back 
and_on lap 16 he rushed into the pits to have 
@ chunking tyre replaced. 

Hol 
of leads over Brown, while 
‘stormed up to third and was hauling Brown 
In, Oxton was fourth, Lunger an unhappy 
fifth (the gear ratios were wrong and the 
front tyres went. off"), Evans sixth and 
Pilette seventh. The rest of the field, led by 
Ashley and Santo, had been lapped. Ashley 
had made a quick pit-stop, while Santo was 
going well considering how new he was to 
the Lola—it was also minus first and fifth 
gears while the seat, not properly secured, 
was moving about! 

‘On lap 19 Belso’s Lola stopped at the hai 
pin when @ wire came off the transistor 


SUPPORTING RACES 


If there is anything Formula 5000 lacks at 
the moment, of late it’s been proper support- 
ing races. Two heats and a final for Formula 
Ford plus a mixture of saloons and modsports 
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ignition. Tom borrowed a penknife, repaired 
it, pressed. the starter—and nothing hap- 
pened! He later walked back to the pits, yet 
Another good drive coming to nothing. Oxton 
moved up to third again with Lunger, Evans 
and Pilette close at hand. 

Pilette overtook Evans on lap 27, moved 
up to fourth on lap 31 when Lunger pitted 
to have the front-end altered to give more 
downforce (the American was also conscious 
of the fact he was probably holding up 
Pilette and Evans and felt he ought to get 
out of their way) and then sailed by the 
Begg the following lap. Oxton was, in fact, 
slowing slightly due to a deflating rear tyre, 
while Ashley had disappeared from the scene 
with a broken rear wing mounting. Santo's 
Lola suddenly cut our leaving Gerards on lap 
32 and Clive came to a silent halt near the 
iake. 

‘On the road the race appeared even more 
exciting It appeared that Brown led Pilette, 
Edwards and Holland, but in reality Edwards 
was out of contention following his earlier 
problems—although he proved he is as quick 

‘any. in F5000—and Holland was all but 
a lap ahead of Brown and Piette. Pilette 
tried very. very hard to displace Brown, but 
to no avail. On the very last lap, however, 
Brown missed a gear down the Devil's Elbow 
and, snatching the inside line, Pilette closed 
the gap to half a length. Thrilling stuff! 

‘And that's how they finished with Holland, 
after his superb drive, all but a lap ahead 
of Brown and Pilette. Lapped were Evans 
and Oxton, the Begg slowing drastically in 
the closing stages, while despite their long 
pit stops Lunger and van Lennep salvaged 


in ancther race was patently not sufficient to 
keep the 10,000 crowd happy on a Bank 
Holiday afternoon. 

Mind you, the Formula Fords offered thrills 
‘and spills, especially in the 20-lap final. Heat 
1 saw Derek Lawrence in the Smallman Oils 
Dulon MP15 take an early lead on a wet 


track, No one could touch him and after the 
10 laps he was 104 s ahead of Bob Arnott's 
Merlyn Mk 24, Tiff Needell (Lotus 69F), who 
held second place for the first two laps, was 
2 game third while Syd Fox's Camel-Hexagon 
Hawke DLIO headed # four-car bunch fighting. 
fer fourth place. 

Heat 2 saw another “demonstration,” this 
time by John Crowe whose Merlyn Mk 17/20 
romped away from the cthers. Donald Macleod 
just held cff Canadian Rich Bacon in an all- 
Merlyn contest for second place while Mike 
Taylor. celebrating his 20th birthday, took 
feurth place in his old Palliser WDF2 

‘The combined salocn/medsports race, with 
eight classes, meant like at a children’s. party 
there were prizes for everyone. Dennis 
Welch's twin-cam Anglia led until the hairpin 
when Tom Powell's Mini took command—and 
stayed there. Welch remained second through- 
out, while Harry Phillips’ beautifully-presented 
Corvette Stingray was impressively squirted 
down the straights to be third and take the 
modsports division, 

‘The Formula Ford final, with British Oxygen 
Golden Helmet Championship points at stak 
was like a demolition derby. John Bright 
(BPG Mk 4) and Richard Morgan (Ray 73F) 
‘went cif at the Esses on the first lap. Next 
majcr one to exit the scene was champion: 
ship leader Donald Macleod who crashed at 
Gerards on lap 6 when battling for third place 
and badly damaged his old Merlyn Mk 
T1/11A. Up front, all eyes were on a fantastic 
scrap for the lead between Lawrence and 
Arnott. The pair changed places on almost 
every iap, usually at Gerards or under braking. 
for the esses, On lap 18, however, as Arnott 
attempted to pass Lawrence on the Inside at 
Gerards, Lawrence moved across and the t 
cars tcuched, 9 rear wheel of Lawrenc 
Dulcn riding ‘over a front wheel of Arnott 
Merlyn, Lawrence's race ended in the bank, 
but despite damaged steering Arnott went on 
te take the chequered flag, 

Arnett tok an easy victory over Fox with 
Needell, Wilcox and Taylor next up, Bacon 
would have been there, too, but he went off 
at Gerards with only’ just cver a lap to 
ccmpete. But the race didn't end here, In 
the paddock afterwards Lawrence and Arnott 

aued with the result that Arnott was carried 
GH unconacicus to the medical centre while 
Lawrence will be appearing before an RAC 
Tribunal. The stewards of the 
disqualified Arnott for "ca 
iRiving victory to the experienced Fox, 
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Richard Lloyd's A 3 Rivers Racing Chevrolet 
Camaro 228 and Bernard Unett’s Chrysler 
Dealer Team Hillman Hunter GLS dominated 
the two spectacular Castrol production saloon 
car races, which highlighted last Monday's 
‘Snetterton Championship meeting. The other 
two sponsored championship races for Shell/ 
Gregor Grant clubmen's sports and Motor. 
craft Mexicos produced incidents galore and 
wins for Richard Mallock and Allan Wilkin- 
son, watched by a large crowd in glorious 
sunshine. 

With the decision to make next year's 
British Touring Car Championship for Group 
Linstead of Group 2, there was a feeling of 
added importance among the Castrol produc- 
tion saloon contingent, although much interest 
surrounded the Michelin X tyres banned from 
the Alfa team at Silverstone the previous 
weekend but back in use on the two Alfas 
and on Tony Lanfranchi's ShellSport Luxem 
bourg BMW Si on Monday. The Alfas bene- 
fited considerably from this rubber—which is 
atill a matter for a RAC Tribunal to decide 
Whether they can be used, with the ones to 
gain advantage from the tyres busy getting 
Proof that enough have been made to est 
Tish them on the RAC tyre regulation list— 
with John Handley’s Roger -Clark-entered 
car sharing third fastest time with Gordon 
Spice's. Wisharts 3-litre Capri while Stan 
Clark was fractionally behind. From the 
Esses, it was interesting to note the stability 
of the 2-litre Alfas and different lines 
between the two drivers with Clark sliding 
it through both parts without touching the 
brakes inthe second part while Handiey— 
like the others—did apply the brakes for the 
right-hand part of the corner. The other main 
Interest in practice centred around the Roth- 
mans 3-litre BMW Si which with Roger Bell 
fon holiday, was handled by Dave Wal 
‘who will drive the ear in the Spa 24 Hours, 
Walker recorded fifth best time, but he 
wasn't very happy with the car and it_was 
taken over by” Motor’s Mexico ace Tony 
Dron, who practised out of session and started 
from the back of the grid. 

Fastest man in practice—by 4 s—was 
Richard Lloyd whose Rivers Camaro was 
powered through the Esses in a most tidy 
and rapid manner, to equal Nick Faure 
Carrera production sports record of 1 m 50 s, 
while Les Leston was back at the wheel of 
the Camaro Stuart Graham raced recently, but 
Leston was on the third row with a best lap 
of 1m 564 5 with his Camaro taking the 
Esses In a jerk series of fits-and-starts. Next to 
Lloyd on the front row were Tony Lanfran: 
chi’s Michelin-shod BMW on 1 m 54.0 s with 
Spice's as-ever spectacular Capri just 06 s 
slower, Mixed with this contingent of pro 
duction saloons were the €800 to £1500 con- 
testants and overall championship leader from 
this class, Ivan Dutton surprised everyone 
with his Escort Sport on the warming-up lap. 
At the Esses, he spun his Escort Sport and 
toppled it over on to its roof in between 
the two parts of the corner. Dutton clambered 
out unhurt to cheers from the many spec 
tators, while the car was turned back off 
its roof and he attempted to drive back 
to the grid but the battered Ford Escort 
wouldn't fire up and it was pushed in to 
the sidelines. And that was just the warm. 
ingsup lap! 

Richard Lloyd's Camaro rumbled off pole 
position in to the lead by Riches while 
Leston charged through from the third row 
to take over second position by the time the 
cars reached the Hairpin, with Lanfranchi 
holding third place fractionally ahead of Spice 
and Handley’ with another trio of Mike 
Crabtree’s Capri, Stan Clark's Alfa and Tony 
Dron's BMW not far behind. With Lloyd 
pulling out an ever-increasing lead over Leston, 
Spice. and Lanfranchi continued another 
of their fraught struggles—this time joined 
by Handley—with Spice’s Capri getting in to 
the most alarming tail slides through the 
Esses while the car gushed out spilling-fuel 
in the path of Lanfranchi. On the third lap 
Handley made a desperate attempt to get by 
Lanfranchi and coming in to the Esses, the 
Alfa took to the rough stuff to scramble by, 
leaving Spice to ease away in third place 
Lanfranchi's attempts to get back at Handley 


20 


SNETTERTON 


Group 1 spectacular 


were ruined on the fifth lap when he 
Suddenly found the car full of smoke and he 
was forced to make a hasty pit-stop to chuck 
outa carpet which had caught fire. He 
continued in 10th place 

With Lloyd having established a comfort- 
able lead without approaching his practice 
time, he eased off so that Leston wasn't all 
that’ far behind on the seventh lap, the 
second-placed Camaro still taking the Esses 
in a. series of threepenny-bit manoeuvres 
compared with the unruffled nature of 
the leading one. Seeing the gap narrowed, 
Leston got # little too sideways on the seventh 
tour at the Esses and spun sideways across 
the track, where it stalled and coasted danger- 
ously across the circuit In front of some back- 
markers (one of whom blew his horn to try 
to prevent Leston rolling in to him’). Before 
Leston could get it going again, Spice was 
through in to second place and when they 
reached the pits the chequered flag had 
already been displayed to Lloyd, as the start- 
line officials decided to stop the race a lap 
early for reason best known to themselves 
it was too short as it was at the scheduled 
eight laps. 

Not as though that would have made any 
difference to Richard Lioyd's comfortable win, 
although Les Leston might have been able 
to get back on terms with Gordon Spice if 
the race had run its full length. Handley's 
Alfa was not far adrift of those two. in 
fourth place; after closing on Spice quite 
noticeably in the latter laps he was delayed 
because of the yellow flags at the Esses during 
Leston’s spin. The dice for fifth place wai 
resolved In the favour of Crabtree whose 
Capel had Dron and Stan Clark right behind, 
these three swapping places and almost paint- 
work quite regularly. Terry Hall's Camaro 
was originally holding the next place, but 
had a’ large moment leaving Russell which 
saw him spinning in to the pits Armco from 
where he continued at a much reduced pace, 
so. lan Richardson inherited eighth place, 
with Lanfranchi trying as hard as ever to 
make up grounds in ninth. 

‘With Dutton out of it, the €1050 class 
was dominated by Simon Kirkby's Simea 
Rallye, which Kirkby was conducting through 
the Esses in a most exciting wheel-hopping 
manner, while Sharpe of Lincoln's Simca 
team-mate Colin Cooper succeeded in holding 
off Denis Bissell's Viva for runner's up spot 


Clubman’s battle between Vernon Davi 


There's only one team that counts in the 
£1050 to £1500 class at the moment and that's 
Des O'Dell's Chrysler Dealer Team combis 
tion of Bernard Unett and the immaculate 
Hillman Hunter GLS. Inthe second Castrol 
production saloon race—which was run to 
the correct length this time—Unett was com 
pletely uncatchable, taking the lead from 
Riches and extending it to almost 10 s at 
the finish. The best. dice came for second 
place between the 23 Firenzas of Barrie 
Williams and Tim Stock, Stock running a new 
shell on his car after the Silverstone inver- 
Sion. The dice between these two. couldn't 
have been closer with Stock holding the 
advantage across the line for the first six 
laps while Williams sat glued to his boot, 
while their cornering antics made a tremen: 
dous spectacle. Williams made his move on 
the penultimate lap to take over second place 
and despite a desperate bid by Stock on the 
ist lap, “Whizz0" reached the line fra 
tlonally in front 

Some distance behind, Derrick _Brunt's 
Firenza had its hands full of Denis Thorne's 
similar car while Nigel Stovin-Bradford' 
Hunter GLS fought off Richard Scantlebury's 
Opel Ascona which subsequently dropped 
much farther behind and the Hunter closed 
on the two Firenzas, Thorne visited the Hair- 
pin bank on the seventh lap to rejoin behind 
the Hunter, and instead of thelr usual body- 

langing dices, Thorne got by. Stovin-Brad. 
ford quite easily in to Riches for the la 
time while Brunt was 3s clear. Alison Davi 
Huxford Fiat 124ST was a steady and lonely 
eighth. 

"The €800 contestants made up this race, 
with the Moskvich domination remaining 
intact as Tony Lanfranchi switched from his 
sideways BMW to step in to the 412 and 
pick up another class win. Lanfranchi was 
continually shadowed by Eric Horsefleld—just 
0.4 5 separating them at the finish—while 
Tony Stubbs’ rival Moskvich dropped away 
in thied in class and was almost caught by 
John Worton’s Mini which spun at Riches 
‘on the last lap. 

Between the two championship production 
Joon car races came another instalment in 
the Shellsport clubmen’s championship which 
produced an evenly matched front row of 
Richard Mallock (U2 Mk 12), Noel Stanbury 
(Gryphon C73) and Vernon ‘Davies (U2 Mk 
11B). The three set off to Riches abreast 


‘s U2 and Noel Stanbury's Gryphon. 
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FF men Peter Costin and David Minister lead thi 


joined by Barry Foley’s St Bruno and a 
fantastic struggle for supremacy ensued with 
the four cars exchanging places throughout 
the first lap before Vernon Davies took 
command from Foley, Mallock and Stanbury. 
Davies started to pull away a little while the 
other three fought over second place until 
the third lap when Foley started to fall back 
in fourth place, as the engine began to over 
heat, Meanwhile Stanbury had got the better 
‘of Mallock in second place 
Felentlessly closed the gap on Davie 
Mallock challenging for honours too. The dice 
between Mallock and Stanbury was so fraught, 
that the Hairpin commentator described the 
two cars as touching on laps eight and nine, 
and as the incredibly rapid trio started their 
last lap there was nothing between them. 
‘The battle in to the Hairpin was further 
complicated by back-markers and Davies got 
‘bit off line on the out 1d spun, taking 
off Stanbury as well while Mallock’ nipped 


all 
pla 
8 the collision had dislodged a brake pipe 
land he spun while a closely following Davies 
hit the bank very hard but escaped unhurt. 
‘This left Matlock well out in front to take 
the flag, while Foley's over-heating problem 
caused the engine to misfire and his lucky 
fecond place was almost taken by Rob 
Cochran's Bladon, while Mike Sales’ Haggi- 
Speed pulled away from Malcolm Jackson’ 
BGL on the last lap for fourth, Sales being 
surprisingly unpenalised for his push start on 
the grid after the 2 min board had been 
shown, Bob Cuthbertson’s Drummond fell out 
Si 


U2 Mk. 12 
suffered a similar fate when well placed, 
while Alan White lost his ninth place by 
spinning his U2 Mk 118 at the Esses. 

‘The i-litre class produced a tremend 
battle with Creighton. Brown's U2 Mk 
(which ‘started near the back of the grid 
‘after just making practice) making wonderful 

ss to take the lead of the class by 
fourth ap but he then pulled off at the 
Hairpin, leaving Peter Cooke's U2 Mk 8B/11 
in command until that was caught by Martin 
White's U2 Mk 11 which had lost a lot of 
ground on the first lap. The two U2s spent 
Much of the last four laps nose-to-tail with 
White taking the lead in to Riches on the 
ninth lap, but it was Cooke who held the 
class lead at the finish. 

‘The meeting opened with a non-champion- 
ship Formula Ford affair which saw a hectic 
battle for the lead between David Minister's 
Elden Mk 8 and Peter Costin's Palliser WDF3 
‘until Costin was nearly put off by a spinning 
Jim Russell pupil at Coram and Minister was 
thereafter left unchallenged. Behind Pato 
Nunez was engaged in a battle with 
Chris Alford's Merlyn Mk 17 but Alford spun 
out of contention at the Hairpin, and 
Nunez’ Elden Mk 10A came home third while 
Chris Mudge was the best of the Jim 
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1 rest of the field. 
Russell contenders in their separate race. 
an ce tae) 


ROBERT FEARNALL 


‘The survivors of Brands Hatch arrived for 
Snetterton's contribution in the Motorcraf 
Mexico Challenge series, some of them in a 
rather battered and bruised state; still more 
‘of them departed much more scarred. Most 
notable non-arrival was Mrs Fortescue-Thomas, 
to the relief of his fellow competitors, from 
the Brands race. Dominating practice, ‘as he 
to do in the race, was Allan Wilkinson 
of Romford entry being a clear 
of the pack having avoided 
of the multi-car dices which took place in 
the practice session. The next eight cars on 
the grid were covered by only 06 5 thus 
forecasting a close eight lapper. 

‘Wilkinson made a fabulous start and dis- 
appeared in to Riches ahead of the field which 
had already spread to six abreast across 
the circuit. Whilst Wilkinson circulated clear 
Of the “aggro” a huge gaggle continued to 
weave over the circuit some six or more 
cars all trying to be in second place at the 
‘same time. Peter Hilliard parted company most 
spectacularly on the second lap when he 
rolled many times after hitting the bank at 
Riches. 

Brands winner David da Costa completed 
three laps with the narrowest of margins over 
Rod Mansfield, Mike Freeman, Gordon Rigby. 
‘Stuart McCruden and Barrie Williams. Sud- 
denly towards the end of the fourth lap 
the whole order changed in a flurry of 
spinning cars at the Esses, da Costa, Freeman 
‘and Rigby tangled with the banking and/or 


themselves, Freeman's car turning over da 
Costa. Williams squeezed through an almost 
impossible gap to avoid the mélée and set 
after catching Mansfield, the latter being 
badly held up by the very slow Brian 
‘Tubby on lap six, giving Whizzo his chance 
—Williams car having had a new engine 
built up over night at Willments, 

‘Wilkinson having taken the flag after e: 
in the final laps, Mansfield 
headed off Williams by "a car's 

ithough Barrie made the finish marshal leap 
for cover as he chased the Tricentrol car 
‘across the line. Fourth place was another 
six car affair, eased only when McCrudden 
had to retire at the pits and Eric Chappell’s 
car on to three cylinders. Even so, only 
1s covered Tony Dron, Nick Weir, Mike 
Crabtree and John Waterman—that being the 
finishing order with Crabtree and Waterman 
dead-heating. 

Williams” efforts in this race and his stir- 
ring dice in the Castrol production saloon 
race earned him the BP Man of the Meeting 

‘By contrast the BRSCC East Anglia centre 
special saloon championship event which fol- 

‘tame, Nick Whiting—making one 

trips to Norfolk—had no opposi- 
Escort-FVA once Tony 

on his Anglia t/e follow- 

Coming together between the 
‘Andrew. Wheldon’s fuel-injected 


ing a slight 
two Fords. 
Cooper S had the edge of Nick Wattlez whose 


demon start in the ex-Longman Cooper S 
did" not go unnoticed and dropped him a 
further three places in the final order. Pre- 
dictably the I-litre class winner was Peter 
Baldwin whose rapid Cooper took fourth 
fon the road. Norman Blowers (Wesley Mini) 
took the 850 class and continues to lead the 
championship. 

‘And so to the finale, not formule libre 
but two of the fading formulae of the present 
UK ‘racing scene: Formula Super Vee and 
Formula 4. Having thus commented, we m\ 
go on to say that the resulting ‘race 
Very good despite the entry for both cl 
being very small, John Morrison's M & S 
Super Nova Tul seemed set to score his third 
successive championship victory until around 

‘aif-distance Ron Grant sneaked up on him 
14 with his Lola 


and pounced in to the I 
7252. From then on, the lead changed every 
‘ut Morrison seemed to have it all un 

ihe rounded Coram for the 

time with a two length lead. Suddenly he 
slowed, the tell-tale puff of smoke indicating 
2 missed gear-change and Grant was through 
in to Russell, but’ Morrison chased him to 
the line where both cars were given the same 
time, Fred Saunders held third throughout, 
his earlier fuel starvation problems making 
a return when he attempted to catch the 
leaders in his Royale RP9. There was quite 
‘a dust-up in the F4 category between the 
Teading runners in this class and the slower 
Super Ves. Fergus Tait (Chevron) took clas 
honours once again after moving up steadily 
and. pipping Dave Griffiths’ similar car on 
the last lap. Early leader John Webb spun 
his Chevron B9 at Riches when the throttle 


cable broke. 
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‘Thirty-three year old Swede Conny Andersson 
took exactly 33 minutes at Oulton Park last 
Monday to score probably the finest win of 
his motor racing career at the wheel of his 
new March 733. Ian Taylor took just 0.6 5 
longer to cover the 20 laps of the fifth round 
of the 1973 John Player Championship 

his Chris Andrews-entered March, having won 
the first heat on a soaking track in impres- 
‘sive style. Third on the road was winner of 
heat two, Leonel Friedrich, in yet another of 
the 1973 Marehes but, although his superiority 
in the heat was suificient to cancel out a 
10-sec push-start penalty, in the final when 
the same trouble recurred, he was relegated 
to seventh. Once again the weather played 
havoe with some of the races, the BRSCC 
Organisers finding themselves with a number 
of wheel-less cars with a minute to go before 
the start of the second heat, as drivers 
switched from wet to dry tyres. The delayed 
art overheated several engines, notably that 
of championship leader Alan’ Jones who 
finished a very disgruntled 10th. In the final, 
on a dry track, Jones carved his way through 
from 16th to fifth, which became fourth with 
Friedrich's penalty, and consolidated his lead 


for the DART GRD team, The supporting 
races were pretty dismal, with one or two 
bright ‘spots, and we question the thinking 


behind ‘presenting the crowd at an int 
tional meeting with yet another poorly- 


Supported production sports car race. 
ENTRY & PRACTICE 


‘With Monaco practice only three days away. 
A number of drivers were reluctant to swap 
the sun of the Mediterranean for damp 
Cheshire as a hunting ground for John 
Player points and the entry was mostly 
British-based but reasonable for all that. 
Number one was given to Good Friday 
winner Russell Wood whose Chequered Flag 
March 733 had received a new monocoque 
tub after its Zandvoort mishap. However, 
he was pushed to the outside of the front 


row for heat one by fellow March driver 
Tan Taylor, who had traced the Dutch misfire 
and was happy once more, although pole 


position went, for the second week running, 
fo Super Hen himself in the lurid green 
GRD_373. Henton and Taylor both achieved 
1m 36.6 5, 0.4 outside the F3 record, while 
Wood was 0.88 slower. Damien Magee was 
a fifth slower than Wood in Tony Brown's 
Brabham BT41 which was plagued with a 
raublesome wing, while John Sheldon sprang 

Surprise by" putting his Royale RPIIA 
Alongside the Ulsterman, albeit 1.2 slower 
Sheldon was also called upon to follow his 
nine to five vocation of dentist aft 
extracting @ troublesome tooth for 
team manager Sandro Angeleri ! 

‘Australian sometime Formula Ford driver 
Richard Knight (no. connection with _ the 
Martini one) should have had his John 
Stanton-entered GRD-Vegantune 373 on the 
inside of row three but he crashed at Druids 
ater recording 1m 39.0, and the damaged 
corner could not be rebuilt in time, This 
Jefe. Ulf Svensson’s Brabham | BT41 
(1m 396s) alongside Barrie Maskell in the 
Tatest “* Competition Car,” the second version 
of the MRE, having its first race. Maskell 
fand Svensson together must have more F3 
experience than the rest of the grid put 
together and the Yorkshireman seemed happy 
enough until the car stopped at Knickerbrook. 
His time of 1m 40.2% was equalled by 
Antiguan Mike Tyrrell’s Ensign and he shared 
the fourth row with Prince Nicholas von 
Preussen, no longer a total back marker in 
his P & 'M March 733. 

‘American Tom Hilliar put his Ensign on 
the inside of the penultimate row with a 
time of 1 m 41.05 while Mike Catlow managed 
im 416s in the Elden Mk 12 which was 
making its first visit to Oulton Park. Val 
Musetti_ completed the row in his Royale 
RPLIA-Carlow/Vegantune on 1m 42.05. At 
the back came Dutchman Roelof Wunderink 
(no sign of Randy Lewis this week) in the 
rebuilt ex-Steve Thompson/Ken Mackintosh 
Ensign LNF3/71, his time being 0.45 slower 
than Musetti’s while John MeDonald com: 
pleted the grid in his GRD 373 and a time 
Of Im 4285, 

‘There were +20 potential starters for heat 
two although again there to be one 


a 


Leonel Friedrich (March) leads the si 
Kuwashima and the GRD of Tony Brise. 


OULTON PARK 


of Conny Andersson, lan Taylor, Masami 


Andersson's successful return 
Story by IAN TITCHMARSH Pictures by PETER McFADYEN 


non-starter. Pole position went to Neil Ginn’s 
GRD 372 which went better than ever before 
to equal the F3 record of 1m 36.2%, Alan 
Jones in the DART GRD 373 was as fast 
as Henton and Taylor had been, while Mo 
Harness completed the front row with a time 
of tm 370% in the Modus Ensign. Tony 
Brise’s immaculate’ GRD. 373. in. Kent 
Messenger colours equalled Harness's ti 
while Masami Kuwashima's sinister 
March 733 was only 0.2 slower. Brazil 
comingman Leonel Friedrich was a further 
02's behind in his similar March and yet 
another of the new Marches followed, the 
smart blue car of the second Swede present, 
Conny Andersson who discovered tha 
a simple mod to the rear dampers made a 
World of ‘difference to the handling 

Mike Wilds completed the third row in 
the Dempster Developments Ensign, his 
time of I'm 3805 being 0.25 slower than 
‘Andersson, Once again Wilds was back with 
his trusty Holbay after Dutch disasters with 
the other. Winner at Brands Hatch the 
Previous week, Richard Robarts was the first 
Of three drivers to record 1m 3828 in his 
Myson Racing GRD 373, the others being 
Benard Vermilio in his new Merlyn Mk 21- 
Novamotor and “Teleco” ina March 
733-Novamotor. Alas, to add to his team 
manager's dental problems, the Brazilian 
newcomer shunted quite heavily at Old Hall 
‘and became a non-starter. A South American 
who did start was Uruguayan Pedro Passadore 
in the ex-Rousselot GRD 372, he being only 
0.25 behind the previous three. Then came 
the largest gap yet to Matt Spitzley’s re- 
vamped March 713M on 1 m 39.2 

The second P_& M March 733 of Nick 
Crossley (1m 398s) shared the sixth row 
with American Tony Rouf's GRD 373 
Gm 40.0 s) and then there was 22 s to 
John Littler's 1972 Ensign. Roger Craven's 
GRD 372 managed 1m 43.05 while along- 
side was the second Antiguan to hit F3, 
Jimmy Fuller, who has acquired the ex-Chris 
‘O'Brien Brabham BT3SC although his track 
manners seemed rather rusty. At the back was 
another new F3 face, well-known on. the 
hills, Spencer Elton, in the ex-Jerry Gambs 
Ensign LNF3/72 and last of all. was the 
uncompetitive Brabham BT35M (the last one 
built) of Australian Andy McGregor, running 
@ Dentune engine. The last three were timed 
at Im 4425, 456s and 48.0% respectively 


HEATS 3 


Alter practice the heavens opened for lunch 
So that the track was well soaked by the 
time the first heat lined up. The rain soon 
stopped but it was clearly wets all round. 
Henton doesn't rate the wet too much, and 
indeed spun on one of his warming up laps 


at Old Hall, but Taylor certainly does and, 
after alarming all and sundry by starting 
hhis engine at the very last seconds, dis- 
appeared into a lead about which Wood 
could do absolutely nothing at all. At the 
end of the 10 laps 13 # separated the leading 
Marches while Magee was a further 46's 
back in the Brabham. ‘Sheldon maintained 
his practice form, despite the changed con- 
ditions, ight up with the Ulster- 

few brief instants the 
actually ahead on Top Straight 
on lap 5 but a moment at Lodge two laps 
later lost the dentist. too much me to 
challenge again, Henton ‘a lonely fifth, 
happy to keep it on the Island while Tyrrell 
completed the first six to the flag in the red 
Ensign. Maskell just qualified for the fina 
managing five laps before the throttle cable 
snapped while Musetti was the only retire: 
‘ment, with no clutch, 

‘The aggro at the start of the second heat 
would have been ft for a Brian Rix farce 
had it not involved expensive motor cars. 
The track was drying all the time but only 
Friedrich decided to At slicks from the Out: 
set. Then Brise and Andersson followed suit 
but only managed to change a pair each 
before the officials muscled in in traditional 
Oulton Park 1973 style. “The race will 
start on time come what may,” was the 
official ery as wheel braces were snatched 
from mechanics’ grasps, and wheel nuts left 
untightened. Then a delayed start board was 
shown by which time Jones felt he ought to 
be allowed to stop his engine and change to 
slicks too, which seemed reasonable. But 
no, everyone except Friedrich was condemned 
to wear out expensive wet tyres although the 
officials saw fit to reprimand Andersson for 
running with slicks on one pair of wheels 
nly. ‘They must have had the MoT regs 

Kuwashima led away when the flag finally 
fell, driving round the outside of Ginn at 
Old Hall but Friedrich was already fifth and 
closing in on Ginn, Jones and Harness 
between him and first place. Poor Vermilio 
crashed his new Merlyn at Cascades on lap 2 
while lying a handy sixth and Wilds had to 
spin at Island, falling to 10th, Friedrich's 
pace Was tremendous while Kuwashima wa: 
twitching all over the road on his increasingly 
unsuitable wets. On lap 4 the Brazilian March 
took the lead at Island and then increased 
its lead by handfuls each lap to finish nearly 
24s ahead and assure Friedrich of pole 
position for the final despite the push start 

ity. For someone who had never driven 
gle-seater before this year, his driving 
was little short of sensational’ despite the 
tyre advantage, Brise, with slicks on the 
back, and Andersson, with slicks on the 
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front, soon showed that either combination 
was better than all wets, with the Swede 
just heading Ginn to the line for third as 
Brise dropped back to fifth. Ginn and 
Kuwashima, who stayed second to the end, 
coped very well. indeed with the wrong 
rubber while Wilds turned in a good effort 
After his first lap nonsense to come back 
up to sixth with the aid of his rare Fire- 
Stone intermediates. Robarts retired with loss 
Of power and overheating due to the start line 
confusion while MacGregor pulled off on lap 
two. with a puncture, but everyone else 
finished apart from the wretched Vermilio, 


FINAL 


Both Friedrich and Taylor needed push starts 
for the final but the Englishman was able to 
restart on the button so incurred no penalty. 
The drama lay further back, however, as 
Harness, ‘Tyrrell, Henton, von’ Preussen and 
Maskell’ all tangled at the end of the pits 
and retired with varying amounts of damage 
although no one was hurt. Littler also spun 
and never restarted although the car seemed 
Undamaged. Straight into the lead went 
Friedrich chased by Taylor, Andersson (who 
had executed a superb start), Magee and 
Kuwashima with Brise lying a iowly seventh 
‘and looking for a way past Wood, Magee soon 
fell back and retired with gearbox difficulties 
but it was. intensely close at the front as 
Taylor challenged Friedrich with Andersson 
always there and both Kuwashima and Brise 
Well in the hunt too, Taylor took the lead 
for all. of Deer Leap on lap three but the 
Brazilian counter-attacked magnificently and 
was in front again by Old Hall. Wilds led 
the. pursuers by now from Wood, Ginn, 
Sheldon and a rapidly closing Jones. 

‘The March train at the front with the 
GRD" guard's van" was so tightly bunched 
that all'the magic of F3 as it used to be 
came flowing back, Taylor led lap 5 but It 
was Friedrich” again a lap later while 
‘Andersson was also ahead of the Baty car. 
Brise had briefly with Kuwashima but 
fome three-abreast stuff on Top Straight 
Felegated him to fifth again on lap 8. By 
half’ distance. it was fascinatingly obvious 
that Wood, Ginn and Jones, who had dropped 
Wilds, were also closing on the leading bunch 
and. the last few laps promised something 
really fraught. Andersson made his first bid 
for the lead at Knickerbrook on lap 11 and, 
fas it turned out, it was the only one he 
feeded, However, Taylor was determined not 


Tony Sugden leads the dicing trio of Dave 


to let him get away and Friedrich was quickly 
pushed down to third. Just as Wood & Co 
Caught up to create a string of eight cars, 
Kuwashima dropped it at Knickerbrook, 
spinning out of fourth place and into retire: 
ment. 

This incident split the other three Marches 
from Brise. who was now under great 
pressure from Wood, Ginn and Jones and 
then Friedrich, {00, began to fade ever so 
Slightly so that it was down to Andersson 
and Taylor for first place. The Swede has 
been around in F3 long enough to look after 
himself although his weaving manoeuvres on 
Top Straight certainly made. life difficult for 
Taylor without ever being dangerous. If the 
boot had been on the other foot On 
the last lap Andersson, who had never raced 
at Oulton Park before, made his March very 
Wide indeed and maintained his slender 
Sdvantage to win by O65. Friedrich was 
third on the road but dropped to seventh 
in the results while Brise and Jones, who 
had been indulging in something far’ more 
dangerous than “Andersson's weaving as the 
paint on Jones's tyre bore witness after 
Contact with a barrier, shared the same race 
time for the next two places, Ginn “ couldn't 
stop” at Druids on ‘the last lap, forcing 
Wood 10 run wide and lose his place to the 
GRD driver. Wilds, after a good start, was 
@ disappointed eighth while Sheldon ‘drive 
@ lonely race to take a worthy ninth ahead 
‘Of some much more experienced competitors. 
if F3 stays like this one, it doesn't need 
replacing. Taylor took fastest lap, 0.28 off 
the record 


SUPPORTING RACES 


From the moment Geoff Wood's BDA-engined 
Mini broke a camshaft in practice, the MCD. 


special ‘2 chapter of 
mechi maladies, with one near disaster 
Twenty started but only that 


number finished, eight of them Minis 
Strangely, none in the usually well-supy 
Tlitee class. Most of the race was run with 
the sight of Dave Millington's Firenza on its 
side at Knickerbrook after the brakes had 
failed on lap 2. The car was written-off 
against the sleepers while Millington sustained 
a broken collar bone, a badly cut wrist and 
Severe Bruising. The good points of the race 
Were the drives of John Chappel, Tony Sugden 


and. Des Donnelly. Chappel. ‘after playing 
cond fiddle to Sugden's Escort TC for three 
laps, took his Cooper S into the lead at 
Lodge and broke the class record on his 


Millington (Firenza) before he went off, even. 


tual winner John Chappel (Mint-Cooper S), and Alex Clacher (Imp). 
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way to yet another Oulton win as Sugden 
cooled it to. earn the class points, Irish 
Visitor Donnelly. with his Lotus twin-cam 
(Vauxhall type) engined-Viva could have won 
but stopped at the end of lap one when a 
Tead came off the coil. He then stormed 
back through the field, his task eased a 
Tittle by the high fall-out rate, but spectacular 
all the way to a well-earned fifth and a 
large cigar! Alex Clacher spun away a 
certain I-litre class win at Deer Leap on 
lap 2. retiring with bodywork damage while 
Neit the two-car B50. category, 

record in the process in 


his. Mini 

‘A feeble grid of nine Formula Fords 
provided scant entertainment over 10 laps, 
Stuart Baird winning in his Aerofan/Merlyn 
Mk 24 from Richard de la Rue's Royale RP16, 
the solicitor having lost the attentions of 
farticled clerk Barry Warburton who retired 
his Merlyn Mk 17 on lap three with no drive 
to the water pump. 

‘Anyone who thinks G3 is in a healthier 
state than Gl at this time last year must 
have great powers of self-delusion. Twelve 

rarters were reduced to eight finishers in yet 
another round of the “course car” champion- 
Ship. Nick Faure tried hard to enliven the 
proceedings by driving his Porsche Carrera 
RS on the limit, which only makes his win 
more inevitable, Chris Meek's challenge came 
to naught after a spin and then overheating 
With the de Tomaso Pantera (rendered ax a 
Ge Tamasco in the programme after a late- 
lamented mod sports championship ?). Shaun 
Jackson spun his TR6 into the Cascades 
farmeo to ensure that no one finished in his 
Class; two Midgets started and Geoff Tilt 

‘the better: while Malcolm Wayne's 
Europa was more than a match for the 
similar car of Julien Stock, which had to 
Spin once to avoid John De Stefano’s way- 
Ward Carrera. Apart feom Faure, at:/amal, 


aad AE attaicoope 


Rerisford, Lees and Young go through as Bruce-White and Heale spin. 


SILVERSTONE 


STP points to Murphy: 
Sytner’s clubman’s win 


‘The British Racing Drivers Club promoted 
another of their excellent nine-race champlon- 
ship meetings at Silverstone last Monday. 
Although the morning was wet the meeting 
was blessed with dry weather throughout the 
‘afternoon and the big crowd was entertained 
to some tremendous racing In every event. 
‘Main race of the day was the STP Formula 
Ford. Champlor ‘event which attracted = 
‘capacity entry for two heats and a final which 
resulted in a win for John Murphy's Tricentrol 
Hawke after a tough battle with Ian Berisfort 
(Palliser) and Chris Woodcock’s Merlyn. 
Murphy had earlier won his heat while the 
second went to Roger Bruce-White’s Dulon. 
‘Other winners during the day pen 
Mills (E-Type), Frank Sytner (U2), Ian Bs 
(indy Mick Hill (Capri) and. Bobby Bell 


(BRM). 
‘The meeting opened with the first of the 
two STP FF ing heats run over seven 


laps of a rapidly drying circuit. Sitting on 
pole position was the current star pupil from 
the Jim Russell Racing Drivers School. Belgian 
Patrick Neve in his Merlyn-Scholar. However, 
after leading away from the line Neve scored 
4 black mark when he arrived at Becketts and 
pun which let the respective new and old 
Dulons of Roger Bruce-White and David 
Heale plus Mike Young's new  Tricentrol 
Merlyn dispute the lead. Neve in fact dropped 


Glenn Eagling's Lotus 
Willis (Mirage). As Heale took over the lead 
for laps two and three Neve made rapid 
progress and tagged on to the leading trio. 
Bruce-White re-established his lead on lap four 
which he held to the end although Heale and 
Young made him work very hard for it. The 
winning Dulon in fact probably could not have 
lasted much longer anyway as the oil pressure 
was beginning to drop. Neve briefly made it 
back to third on lap five but spun again at 
Becketts before taking fourth well back from 

ders and only just ahead of Murray- 


‘The second race brought forth the Mod. 
sports competitors headed by the E-Types of 
Brian Murphy and Brian Mills. It was the 
latter from the middle of the front row who 
made the best getaway and Murphy in his 
pursuit indulged in the first of three spins 

Becketts which let Steven Sharp's E into 
second hotly pursued by Ted Reeve's Midget 
and John Cotton's Oselli TVR. Murphy was 
back’ in seventh place but next time round 
was up to third. As Mills pulled away in the 
lead Murphy challenged Sharp for a couple 
of laps before taking second and then spin- 
ning at Becketts as Sharp coasted to a halt 
fat the same corner with a mechanical malfunc- 
tion. This left Reeve and Brian Wilson's Cobra 
dicing hard for second. Wilson had the advan- 
tage most of the time but on the penultimate 


24 


lap the irrepressible Murphy was back with 
them again as suddenly Mills’ boot loomed 
large in their windscreens. Murphy with the 
possibility of a win in sight got over-excited 
‘again and spun at Woodcote leaving Mills 
to his win on five cylinders while Wilson 
‘and Reeve took close second and third places 
respectively. Small class winner was Malcolm 
Beer who finished a very competitive fourth 
ahead of Bryan Litherland’s Elan and Cotton's 
TVR. 

‘The second FF heat wi 
Front row men Mick 


next on the agenda, 


Face was promised. It was indeed but the 
winner came from the second row in the form 
of John Murphy's Tricentrol. Hawke which 
took aver the lead from Hopper on lap five. 
Chris Woodcock (Merlyn) and lan Beristord 


(Palliser) tried as hard as anyone possibly 
could to prevent Murphy's win but despite all 
the sideways antics and barging Murphy held 
‘on and in fact won by the comparatively large 
‘margin of 0.8 s at Woodcock and Hooper 
dead-heated on time. 04 s ahead of Berisford. 
Geoff Lees (Alexis) was always nea 

Stn tpare es were Che chasing Plowhiag end 
Biles. 

The smaller saloons contesting the Esso 
Uniflo Special Saloon car championship were 
next out. On the front row were the big and 
small engined Minis of lan Briggs 
‘and Sedric. Bell which were easily quickest 
in practice. Briggs took the lead at 
the Start and never looked back, winning 
extremely comfortably. Similarly ‘Bell was 
never in much trouble 
Third place however 
Initially Nicholas W: 
‘a wild autocross moment on the first lap let 
Martin Sellicks through. Wadham tried hard 
to stay on terms but overcooked it completely 
at Woodcote and hit the armco very hard 
luckily without personal injury. Sellicks had 
one further lap in fourth before being over- 
hauled by Bob Fox who had started near the 
back of the grid. Fox took the place and made 
it his own while fellow back of the grid man 
Eric Cook took fourth ahead of Trevor Cook's 
rebuilt Anglia and Sellicks as Graham Lloyd's 
final desperate effort at Woodcote put him 
alongside earlier armco tester Wadham. 

‘The popular Tricentro! Clubman's Cham- 
pionship round received 2 good entry despite 
the clashing Shell round at Snetterton and 
over the ten laps it was dominated by ex-FF 
man Frank Sytner in his unraced U2-Holbay 
Mk 11B. He started his first ever Clubman’s 
race from pole position and led from start to 
finish. The main excitement came from the 
second place dice between Sid Marler 
(Gryphon-Holbay C73) and Terry Cockerell's 
Clouds Studios U2 who swapped places 


throughout with Cockerell just having the edge 
fat the finish. Another close fought battle saw 
Peter Evans’ Access (née Lotus 7X/St Bruno) 
take fourth ahead of Richard Cresswell’s 
Phantom. Martin Young took his U2 Mk 11- 
Lucas to a comfortable win the I-litre class. 

‘A five lap handicap for the Brooklands 

Society Trophy followed with 19 splendidly 

ntained cars taking part and providing a 
good variety. Mike Allison's MG Magnette 
Starting from the 20 s mark won by just over 
3 second from Charles Mann's 2-seater Alfa 
Romeo Monza which started with a minute 
handicap. 

The STP FF final followed being the longest 
race of the day over 15 laps, As the heats 
had been run in damp and dry conditions 
respectively the qualifiers were taken as the 
first 15 from each heat with heat one winner 
Roger Bruce:White on pole. Rain clouds were 
lurking locally and the possibility of a short 
shower made the race an exciting prospect. It 
was exciting but there was no rain. It was 
pole man Bruce-White who made the best 
start but at Becketts Chris Woodcock took 
the lead as Messrs Patrick Neve and David 
Heale collided delaying Bruce-White somewhat. 
‘The Dulon man still held second though chased 
hard by John Murphy and Frank Hopper. 

It took a couple of laps for the big bunches 
to settle themselves in any sort of an order 
and by lap four Murphy had taken the lead 

ith Woodcock and Berisford either in fr 
‘along each side or touching his gearbox. The 
three of them continued like this right to the 

1d with absolutely nothing to choose between 
any of them, They regularly took Woodcote 
three abreast with Murphy having a fractional 
advantage over the line more often than not. 

It was Woodcock who led at the start of 
the penultimate lap which, as any experienced 
Slipstreamer knows, is the worst place to be. 
Sure enough the other «wo slipped past. him 
towards Becketts and the unfortunate Wood- 
cock had an almighty moment at the hairpin 
which dropped him well back in third as 
Murphy and Berisford raced for the line. 
Murphy was better placed and flung the 
Hawke round Woodcote to take the fl 

Behind Woodcock In fourth was Mi 
who got the better of a four-car 
covered by 0.6 s. Hopper, Elkington and 
being his pursuers after’ Hawkins had spun 
‘out of the bunch two laps from the end. Bruc 
White who had featured well at the start spun 
at Becketts before retiring with no oll pressure, 

‘The big Esso Uniflo saloons were out for the 
penultimate race. If you had put a fiver on 
Mick Hill being on pole, you would have been 
Out of pocket this time because it was Tony 
Hazlewood's tremendous Daf VB which 
sat there flanked by Tony Strawson’s 
memory jerking Ford Falcon and the inevitable 
Capri of Hill which had practised in the wet 

icks. Although Strawson made 

by the end of the first lap Hill 
Tricentrol Capri in the lead with St 
and Hazelwood close behind. The Dé 
Second next time round and kept the Capri in. 
sight. They started lapping the back markers 
‘on lap four and soon Hazlewood was able to 
make ground on Hill. At one stage they got 
as close as lapping a timid Imp simultaneously 
fon either side. Despite Hazlewood's great 
efforts however 0.4 s was destined to separate 
him from Hill's Capri winning for the 73¢d 
time. 

‘Strawson held third throughout finishing 
well ahead of Bob Torrie’s Escort which drop- 
ped back after the Falcon put wheels on the 
dirt at Becketts and threw up showers of 
stones. Bill Cox (Capri) took a lonely fifth 
while Peter Bennett's Anglia just got the 
better of Antony Ward's Escort after a race 
Jong battle. 

Bobby Bell's BRM Ford P&3 had a falrly 
comfortable victory in the Jaybrand Racewear 
formule libre event after an early challenge 
from American Allen Karlberg in the now 
Falconer bodied ex-Wilson Fittipaldi March 
712M had faded. Jim Charnock (ex-Wingfield 
Brabham BT30) took third after Frank Sytner 
retired with a damaged nose cone, Philip 
Guerola (BT30) came from near the back of 
the grid just to pip Alex Seldon (BT30/36) for 
fourth place. 


re 
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Purely personal 


“When these 

juntas start 

to get militant, 
“it shows there's 

something wrong 
Pe iat the top” 


The sickness in F1 


Like the leaves of a rotten cabbage, drama 
unfolded after drama at Zolder last week 
Tension ran high in the press room as jour 
nalists vied to find another insult to heap on 
the GPDA (“*tut, tut, they don’t have the guts 
of an earthworm"). Meanwhile the road 
machines rumbled away to scrape another 
layer of disintegrated tarmac off the hairpin 
and the TV man wondered how 100 million 


people. across Europe and South America 
would feel when they switched on a Western 
instead of the European GP. 

The trouble with motor racing is that we 
all take ourselves Incredibly seriously, and 
then put on a show like the Zolder charade. 
Other people seem to be able to organise 
ice-skating and football without this sort of 


squabble, and if I ran a TV company 1 know 
which sport I'é put my money on. 


It certainly doesn't help to have drivers, 
constructors, circuit organisers and—for all I 
know—lavatory attendants forming themselves 
into little power groups. When these juntas 
start to get militant, It shows that ther 
Something wrong at the top. Just to remind 
you, the people who are supposed to be at 
the top of our sport are the CSI 

It was easy enough to blame the GPDA 
for holding out on everybody at Zolder, but 
the real culprit. was of course the CSI. It 


was ‘ridiculous that thousands of spectators 
should have been encouraged to go to a race 
Which was touch-and-go until the last minute. 
‘The CSI was in a position weeks ago to make 
the right decision (cancellation, or at least 
postponement), but declined to take the res 
ponsibility. They've broken so many of thelr 
‘Own rules lately that one more couldn't make 
much difference 

‘And where were the CSI representatives 
anyway ? One of them—a local man affiliated 
to the RACB—apparently sat so hard on the 
fence that he virtually bifurcated his back 
side. Prince Metternich and Claude LeGuezec 
were nowhere to be seen, even though a poll 
tical stink had been brewing up over Zolder 
for wel 

‘On the evidence from Zolder, the CSI has 
finally abdicated any serious claim to be in 
charge of international motor racing. Formula 
1 staggers from crisis to crisis with no direc- 
tion from the top, and now the constructors 
fare muttering about planning an eight or ten 
Face season and going to the first tracks 
which offer the money. “Fine,” you might 
say... . until you realise that our own Silver- 
stone is holding out for a €55,000 Grand Prix 
on July 14 instead of the £65,000 which so- 
called " impoverished" tracks like Barcelona, 
Zolder and Anderstorp have agreed. 

‘What motor racing needs is an all-powerful 
Ombudsman with the authority to run Grand 
Prix racing like Bill France does in NASCAR. 
He would have to be benevolent, and he would 
have to be in a position where the blandish- 
ments of those with axes to grind didn’t 
affect him. 

Perhaps the sponsors could help us find 
this paragon. They already have their own 
little Luncheon Club to thrash out their 
Inevitable differences, and the top man in 
these multi-million enterprises must surely 
have contacts in the right places, though 
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obviously you wouldn't want someone from 
within their own ranks. It's even been sug- 
Rested to me that one ~ Tiny” Rowland might 
relish a simple task like bringing motor ra 
ing’s mavericks to the rein after all that aggro 
at Lonrho! 


Hill unemployed 
Remember the eyeball-to-eyeball situation 
earlier this year when the irresistible force 
of the Fi Constructors met “up. with the 
Immovable object of Grand Prix International? 
‘The constructors won that particular battle 
when the circuits broke ranks about paying 
the £65,000 per race mentioned above 

‘GPr hardly’ survived that set-back, which in 
many ways was a pity, for the cireult owners 
had already agreed to set in motion a. pub 
Hetty ‘machine which revolved around Graham 
Hill. We. all. agree that Graham is one of 
Tacing’s finest “ambassadors (though, he does 
seem to be having a difficult time settling into 
fis new Embassy), anda serious effort like 
this "was planned to be would undoubtedly 
have restored some of the gleam to racing's 
currently tarnished Image 


Ronnie not for Spa 


‘One person who must have been glad that 
the European GP took place at Zolder was 
Ronnie Peterson, who managed to have four 
off-course excursions in two days. The con- 
Sequences of similar mistakes at Spa-Fran. 
corchamps make me wince. 

Ronnie is not a noted GPDA-friend, so 1 
was interested to hear his remarks about 
Spa now that it's been fully Armco'd for the 
sports cars. “I heard that the new Alfa was 
flat from the top of the hill all the way to 
Stavelot,” he said." That's about two minutes 
running, absolutely flat out. including  Bur- 
nenville and Masta, which doesn't really prove 
very much, does it?” 

Valso heard the story about Ronnie's quick 
practice lap in 1970, his first time at Spa, 
When he had his second-ever GP. in Colin 
Crabbe's March 701." Alan Rees asked Seppi 
Siffert (who was in an STP works car) to take 
me round on the last day of practice. 1 
noticed that although I wasn't taking the 
corners anywhere as fast as Siffert, 1 could 
slipstream up close behind on the straight: 

Ronnie started one lap a couple of hundred 
yards behind Siffert, and finished it right up 
the red March's exhaust pipes, with the result 
that he got a practice time of 3m 32.8 8 com- 
pared with Seppi’s 3 m 32.9 s! He reckons 
that a Grand Prix held at Spa now would be 
a slipstreamer even more nerve-wracking than 
Monza used to be, and didn't sound too inter. 
ested when it was suggested. 
© One of the GPDA's recent preoccupations, 
supported by the constructors, is the super. 


in settling into his new Embassy). 


Graham is one of racing’s finest ambassadors (though he does seem to be having difficulty 


fluous number of hangers-on in the pits. Far 
too many journalists seem to regard drivers 
as “fair game” when they're trying to think 
things through in the pits or paddock, and 
some of them get fairly choice remarks 
directed their way 

Last year I told Denny Hulme that he had 
been awarded the International Racing Press 
Association's "* Prix Citron,” along with Jacky 
Tckx, for the year’s most unco-operative 
driver. Denny, who is really an ideal subject 
for interview away from the track, was 
absolutely delighted. “Hell,” he said, “when 
Laver plays a bum shot at Wimbledon, the 
press hounds don't rush on to the Centre 
Court to ask him why!” Point taken, 
© Emerson Fittipaldi has slipped into the World 
Champion role with the ease of a seasoned 
professional, and is already earning himself 
@ reputation for diplomacy and tact in spite 
of 100 per cent Stewart-like obsession with 
safety 

‘The Champion's 1973 luck has carried him 
to five finishes in the year's five Grand Prix, 
which suggests that something more than luck 
fs involved. Certainly the Champion is 
supremely fit, -having consulted the doctor 
who set. the keep-fit programme for the 
Brazilian football team. Now he has his own 
four-times-weekly exercise programe, which is 
enough to cripple me after five minutes! 

There seems to be some sort of sixth sense 
in Emerson's make-up. Peter Warr says It's 
because “he's a wily old bird, with a wise 
head on his young shoulders," but Brazilian 
journalist Chico Rose has another theory, He 
reckons that Emerson's Russian granny, who 
came to watch @ Formula 2 race at Imola in 
1971, has some sort of occult gypsy influence 
which she calls into action when required. 
The Brazilian band of race fans and journa- 
lists can't figure out why the old lady won't 
‘smile as generously on brother Wilson, who 
seems to hit trouble with the same frequency 
that Emerson strikes good fortun 

Both Emerson and Wilson have been 
Donington Park recently. They have a profe 
sional interest in the Collection because back 
home in Brazil they have several current Fl 
cars, including Brabham BT34, March 711, 
‘Tyrrell 002, and the Rob Walker/Brooke Bond 
Oxo Lotus’ 72C, now dolled up in black and 
gold. They plan to add to it, and are looking 
for suitable machinery ali the time. 

Richard Divila, who for the past three s 
sons has looked after various Fittipaldi F3 
ind F2 machines, wings it back home to Si 
Paulo this week in order to keep an 
on the Fittipaldi four-wheeled valuables. 
didn’t really want to go in the middle of the 
European season," he says, “but Wilson told 
me that I could to check the cars out by giv: 
them a burst round Interlagos! 


MIKE DOODSON 


FRANK BLANCHARD 


wishes to announce that 


AVENUE RECORDS 
of Chingford 
have sponsored his 

D.R.L. Hawke D.L.10. 


TamiyaTyrrell 
Ford f1. 


FINE DETAILED KIT 


THE LATEST 
BIG SCALE KIT £6.25 oor 


atso CORGI'S 1:36th SCALE DIE CAST 
JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL LOTUS F1 75p 
FERRARI 312 B2 65p 
YARDLEY McLAREN 65p 
SURTEES TS9 65p 
SURTEES TS9B 65p 
PRICES INCLUDE P/P UK ONLY 

SENO CASH ONO ARINEY & TAYLOR LTO. 
TH ORDER TO: 52 Wells Park Road 


Sydenham, London SE26 
Tol: 01-690 8722 


Anyone interested in 


sponsoring —please contact 


FRANK BLANCHARD —STAPLEFORD CARS 
737-741 Romford Road, Manor Park, London E12 
Telephone: 01-553 0660 


Europe’s Top Rally Drivers 
compete on 
1500 miles of a toughest roads 


sponsored by 


Player’s 


Special Player's N96 prizes for 
the best teams PLUS the Player's 
N06 Spirit of the Rally Award. 


Start: 0800 hours June 3rd 1973 
from the Royal Scottish Automobile 
Club, Blythswood Square, Glasgow. 
Finish: 1200 hours June 7th 1973 
at Aviemore Centre, Invernesshire. 


EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 
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Behind the wheel 


by Denny Hulme 


“The whole 
situation 
was a Grade 
A cockup 


from the 
_ start” 


w\ 


Ronnie Peterson and I are getting used to 
filling the front row in Grand Prix races these 
days. Last time it was the Spanish GP at Bar 
celona, and this time it was for the Grand 
Prix of Belgium at Zolder although it should 
have been re-named Mini Prix because there 
wasn't much that was grand about it 

The absurdity of the whole situation was 
that we were bulldozed into racing at Zolder 
—a track that even club racers had refused 
to drive on a few weeks earlier !—when the 
brand new Nivelles track where we raced last 
year was sitting idle only a few miles away. 
Why ? Because the Nivelles track was In the 
French speaking area of Belgium and the 
Zolder track was Flemish 

But to the front row. Ronnie had bent a 
couple of John Player Specials on the morn 
ing of the race which probably didn’t put him 
in the perfect frame of mind to do a whole 
lot about his pole position when the flag 
dropped but he still made a better job of the 
‘start than I did, I was all programmed to make 
It into the first corner ahead of the field but 
when I dropped the clutch the car seemed to 
get no grip at all and I sat there with far 
too much wheelspin. I finally got round the 
first comer behind Peterson, Ickx in the Fer. 
rarl who had made a stormer start gung-ho 
with national pride and Frangois Cevert in the 
‘Tyrrell 

I'm sure there must be an in-built secret in 
those Tyrrells somewhere. They don't always 
qualify well but when the flag drops they're 
fon their Way like someone's lit the fuse 
Frangols took Ickx and then Peterson and 
just drove away from the field as though the 
Fest of us weren't trying. 

T was tucked in behind Ickx in the Fer- 
rari but the pride of Italy was poking a bit 
of oll out the back and since I was nearest 
T got the shower. I was wiping my visor 


Denny, delayed by a wh 


\ " 
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twice a lap until the back of my glove got 
so oily that it was a waste of time. 1 was 
tempted to rip off the outer visor, but I 
thought I might regret that later so I coped as 
best I could using the dry glove until that 
started to get murked up as well. At this 
point Jacky did a real job on the Ferra 

Which dumped all its oll right in front of me 
going into the first comer after the pits. I 
felt my car starting to spin on the glassy sur 
face and gathered it up, but by this time I 
was off the track into the sand and for a 
jecond the whole cockpit went dark as a 
great. wall of sand went over me. The 
throttles were jammed with grit instantly 
and I scrambled back on to the track with a 
choice of peak revs or stalled, so I made it 
back to the pits on the ignition switch: 

T must have lost 2j-laps getting the bigger 
rocks out of the injectors but when I went 
back into the race I discovered that my 
troubles were only Just starting. The brakes 
were on the way out (I finished down to 
the steel on the front calipers by the end 
of the race!) and then I lost third gear so 
that Iwas changing straight from second 
to fourth. Second was far too low for some 
of the corners and fourth was much too high 
and I was soldiering on as best I could when 
Jackie went past me in the lead and some 
time later Francois went by as well in second 
place—it surprised me a bit to notice that 
they weren't really running much faster than 
L was, but then they were obviously tiptoeing 
home and taking things very, very cautiously. 

‘The track looked like the dying minutes of 
a demolition derby. Everyone else was in 
brake troubles as well because of the nature 
of the track, and drifting sand had narrowed 
the track down to a single-lane drive which 
made any form of overtaking move extremely 
tricky as a lot of people discovered. Mike 
Hailwood’s Surtees started the parking a! 
‘at one point where the track was breaking up 
particularly badly, and then along came 
jackie Oliver's Shadow followed by Peter 
Revson in the Yardley-McLaren. Peterson 
slotted his JPS-Lotus in between them, and 
then Jarier came flying into the middie of 
them causing all sorts of damage to the 
jarked cars. Mike Beuttler’s March took down 
few chains of fence near the end of the race, 
‘and both Howden Ganley and Clay Regaz 
zoni had tried to force a way through the 
fence at the hairpin ! 

‘The whole problem with Zolder started 
well before the race. The track needed re- 
sealing. so the job was carried out a couple 
Of weeks before the GP was due. That surface 
didn’t even stand up to a club race and 
something like 75 per cent of the runners in a 


saloon race dropped out with broken wind- 
Screens from flying stones that were being 
plucked out of the track surface as it broke 
up! They tried to fix this with another layer 
of tar on top to bind everything together and 
the organisers assured us that if the track 
broke up again they would cancel or postpone 
this race. When they arrived there for practice 
it looked OK but like beauty, those looks were 
only skin deep. After the first practice ses- 
‘sion the track was literally torn to pieces, 
but then the organising club started to play 
for time and instead of honouring thelr pro- 
mise and putting the race off when the track 
obviously wasn't up to it, they put off that 
afternoon's practice session and brought in a 
repair gang. 

The next morning we said we would prac- 
tise but only with the written guarantee this 
time that the organisers would postpone or 
cancel the race if the track broke up again. 
Time dragged on, the session started without 
any. drivers except Jacky Ickx and Nanni 
Galli practising, and then we discovered that 
we had been dealing with people who didn't 
have the authority to put the race off any: 
way! Talk about Mickey Mouse, Finally 
we got the letter signed and there was a rush 
to practise. They must have used some magle 
mix on the track because it stood practice 
all right apart from a few loose stones, and 
we all agreed that we would race on Sunday. 

‘As it turned out the track broke up quite 


badly again with higher temperatures on race 
day and all the cars heavier with full fuel 
loads. 


‘The whole situation was a Grade A cockup 
from the start. To my mind the original 
permit should ‘never have been issued to 
hold the Grand Prix at Zolder, If there was 
any doubt at all in anyone's mind about the 
suitability of the track, the permit shouldn't 
have been issued. 

1 came away from Zolder feeling that the 
drivers had really pushed for a Belgian Grand 
Prix if it was at all possible, but we wanted 
to on a race track that came close to Grand 
Prix standards rather than a patched goat 
track. It_wasn't really the drivers’ problem 
‘and I feel that certain organisations, parti- 
cularly those near the top, should exercise a 
lot more of their authority in situations like 
this. It seems that they are quite capable of 
telling constructors how to build racing cars 
when they don’t really know anything about 
building racing cars, but when it comes to 
tracks—which should be thelr special 
—they really don’t have a clue, and they 
won't take decisions for the good of racing 
They're more Interested in sitting on the 
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The Hogan Lolas of Hobbs and Lunger lead 


the fleld at Silverstone earlier this year. 


Carl Hogan’s attack 
on L &M Championship 


By MIKE KETTLEWELL 


Don't take my word for it. I'm biased, having 
followed Formula 5000 through thick, but 
chiefly thin, since 1969. But when I asked 
Brett Lunger what his ultimate ambition wi 

hhe replied: “What I want to do is get int 
the highest form of motor racing in the 
world. At the present time that is Formul: 
1, yet I think the way Formula 5000 is shap- 
ing today, not only from the standpoint of 
the competitive potential but also from the 
economics feasibility, 1 could very well be 
there now. Here, in Formula 5000. 

‘Then I talked to David Hobbs, Lunger’ 
who might now be termed a 
veteran. After all, David hi ig for 
almost half his life now! David opined, 

has so much potential left 


it and even then 560. bhp would not be 
the same power output-per-litre you would 


get from a Formula 2 engine. When this 
Sort of power is achieved the cars will be 
and with a lot more 

dy we score over 


carefully, and 


quicker than Formula 1 cars then Grand 
Prix drivers will race them and that's all 
there is to it... ." 

This article is reputedly about Carl Hogan's 
Formula 5000 team, but let's digress further 
If only half of the money that is currently 
spent on Formula 1 was splashed out by 
F5000 teams then undoubtedly they would 
be as fast, if not faster, than Grand Prix 
cars Row. After all, there's less than a second 
between the lap times at Silverstone, less 
than two seconds at Brands Hatch and only 
a fifth of a second at Oulton Park. Formula 
1 teams have — specially-tailored chassis 
whereas Formula 5000 teams rely on cars 
built to a price for production; Formula 1 
teams have the benefit of more testing, long 
practice sessions plus extra special tyres, 
It_makes you think what can be done to 
achieve 99% of the speed for less than 
50% of the money. 

If the financial bottom ever dropped out 


of Formula 1 and people turned to Formula 
5000 there's one team which would match 
the professionalism right away. That's Hogan 
Racing, Carl Hogan's set-up which this year 
ls fielding two Lola-Chevrolet 7330s for 
David Hobbs and-Brett Lunger in the L & M 
Formula 5000 series in the United States, 
British the 
Hogan team in action in the early-season 
Rothmans European Championship Formul: 
5000 series. Why did Hogan decide to bring 
his team personnel over for a month in 
Britain? 

“In 1972 David had driven in the Tasman 
Series and Brett had driven in several 
European Formula 2 races before we opened 
the L_& M in the United States, This year 
either David nor Brett was committed and 
it seemed a perfect opportunity to bring my 
team over here and. start sorting out the 
1973 cars with the benefit of the factory 
here. It was also to get us all tuned. 
the drivers, the crew and myself, for after 
the winter we all become rusty. It gave us 
a chance to race against some of the people 
who were coming to the States—Peter 
Gethin, Jody Scheckter and Graham McRae— 
and to see if we were competitive. If we 
were, fine; if we weren't, well, we'd have to 
do something about it 

"We were not at all happy after Brands 
Hatch. At Mallory Park I was happy because 
we were right up there except for a gearing 
problem which was really due to our tack 
‘Of knowledge of the track. We'd been playing 
towards Silverstone ever since we got here 
as it was the race we set off to the States 
on. It finally worked out, but it took a long 
time coming! 

“Honestly. 1 think that for the first week 
or two we were lost. The cars weren't right 
and we didn't know what was wrong with 
them The drivers badly needed confidence 
in their machinery. We put the cars back to 
3 neutral state and started asain from 
scratch. It worked and to see our ears come 
in Brst and second at Silverstone, and the 
method in which they did it, was tremendous. 
When David was on his victory lap 1 turned 
to my wife and said, “This Is what racing is 
all about. This is what makes it all 


worth while ** 


Carl Hogan 


Six years ago Carl Hogan became acquainted 
with motor racing. He is aged 43. and is 
in the transportation business in truck leas- 
ing and trucking, based at St Louis, Missouri, 
in the Mid-West. The racing team, however, 

based at Lime Rock, Connecticut, across 
ye street from the circuit. He recalled, A 
friend of mine wanted to get into Formula 
Band convinced me that if we bought the 
right. car we would win everything. We 
didn’t. However, I got the taste which spurred 
me on to greater efforts. We tried some other 
drivers in the FB Lotus 41C and in 1969 
we bought our first Formula 5000 machine, 
a Lola T142 which veteran Chuck Dietrich 
drove.” 


Dietrich, reputed to be of Red Indian 
descent, took a third place at Laguna Seca, 
fifth at Seattle and a sixth at Donnybrooke 
to wind up llth in the L & M Continental 
Championship. Dick Smothers also drove a 
Formula B for Hogan that year. In 1970 
Hogan teamed up with Malcolm Starr to 
field a McLaren MIOB for John Cannon 
Cannon took firsts at Riverside, Seattle and 
Road America, seconds at Mont Tremblant, 
Donnybrooke and Mid-Ohio and a third at 
Lime Rock to clinch the title. 

Tt had been Hogan's intention to run the 
car for Cannon again in 1971, but following 
‘a disappointing Tasman Series (where Cannon 
badly damaged the M1OI 
fat the time of the Questor Gi 
‘Ontario in March, "Cannon 
entries in the race and 
Stone tyres which was against my contract 
with Goodyear,” Hogan explained. 

He continued, “1 was looking for another 
driver. 1 knew that David Hobbs, who was 
close to winning the championship in 1969 
and 1970, was without a ride. I called Roger 
Penske for whom David had raced at Daytona 
and talked 10 him. He said, “David's across 
the table from me" and handed over the 
telephone. I heard Roger say to David, ‘Go 
ahead, you'd better do it" and David came 
over to the Questor race and signed. They 
wouldn't let him start the race, however, ai 
only Americans were supposed to be. In 
F5000s. 

It was Hobbs’ year in the L & M series. 
‘The ‘British driver won at Laguna Seca, 
Seattle, Road America, Edmonton and Lime 
Rock and was second at Mid-Ohio, comfort 
ably leading home Sam Posey and’ a certain 
Brett Lunger in the points table, Although 
at one stage Hogan thought of buying a new 
Lola T192, the old McLaren went so well 
they decided to keep it. Sponsorship for 
the effort came from Remington Hot Combs, 
but the entire venture in 1971 was run by 
Hogan, Malcolm Starr having withdrawn from 
racing 

For 1972 Hogan bought a pair of Lola 
7300s and with Haggar Slack: 
ran them for Hobbs and Bi 
explained: “It seemed a good ops 
me to take David, who's a veteran driver, 
and to take Brett, who's young and very 
aggressive and naturally talented, and put 
them together. They complement each other, 
help each other and spur each other along, 
‘The competition between them is always 
good natured yet very, very flerce. It's a 
pleasure to work with them.” 

“Mechanical gremlins struck Hobbs in all 
but one of the eight rounds; in the odd one 
Edmonton, he won. David 
occupant’ of the front row, 
certainly his luck was out and he ws 
disappointing eighth in the points standing 
Lunger had. better luck, winning the Road 
Atlanta and Lime Rock rounds which, added 
to a third at Laguna Seca plus a fifth at 
Road America, gave him third place in the 
championship. To underline that the team 
was not at fault, both drivers re-signed for 
1973 (Hobbs had offers to drive for other 
teams) and Haggar Slacks have continued 
their sponsorship for this season's Lola T330s, 
I asked Carl Hogan what he thought about 
British Formula 5000 racing. He was: im- 
pressed. “1 think at this point British 
Formula 5000 racing is excellent. I am some- 
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what disappointed to leave, for I've struck 
Up a friendship with the other teams and 
Admire their competitive spirit. It would be 
Jice to see you increase the purses though.” 
Were the races too short? (Ours hover around 
the 70-mile mark whereas in the United 
States last year they ran two 100-mile heats.) 

No, not really. The American ones are too 
long! We've always wanted to race between 
78 and 90 miles as some of the long races 
tend to lose their interest for the fans.” 

How about a world-wide Formula 5000 
series? “Yes, we've already been working on 
this from our end, We would like to see 
f fully-international Formula 5000 series tak 
ing in races in New Zealand, Australia, Great 
Britain, Europe, the United States and 
Canada, We would like to see the various 
sanctioning bodies meeting and evolving some 
‘Serious competition between the countries in 
‘one big international series.” 

"At the moment, of course, there are serious 
hurdles to. overcome, the ‘major one being 
cost, But there are also conflicting organisa- 
tional and sponsorship interests to. thrash 
out. (In the motorcycle racing world there 
ie already a very successful Anglo-American 
team contest at MCD circuits each Easter, 90 
the basic idea is already there.) 


Brett Lunger 


Brett Lunger—with his spoils at Snetterton. 


In Europe we tend to dismiss the top names 
in the United States as “another American 
driver.” Because few race in Formula 1 there 
fare few parallels which can be drawn. Many 
European drivers reckon Mark Donohue is 
fone of the top drivers in the world, some 
even comparing his skill with that of Stewart 
and’ Fittipaldi, Peter Revson and George 
Follmer, CanAm Champions, have both im- 
pre ‘A new American star 
Must surely be Brett Lunger, the 27-year-old 
who has shown such brio in European For. 
mula 5000 racing this season. 

Lunger is totally dedicated to motor rac 
ing. Divorced, he has no real home. He goes 
on, “I was born on the East Coast and 
lived for a year in California, but basically 
for the past 12 months I really have not 
had_a home due to travelling @ chorus 
of “Give me a home where the buffalos 
1m" from David Hobbs. . . “But if anyone 
wants to take me in I'll give you a certain 
specification! All kidding aside, when you are 
fon the road like this there are a lot of 
you have to give up. If you're going 
to do this properly, at least in my position, 
there are some things you cannot have. A 
home implies certain responsibilities which 
in my professional position I'm not capable 
of meetng. 

“This year I'll have a pretty busy season 
fon both sides of the Atlantic. I'll be doing a 
limited number of Formula 2 races for Chev- 
ron, while in Sid Taylor's Trojan IVi_ be 
racing in all but two of the Rothmans rounds. 
Over in the States there are nine L & M 
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races to do in the Hagger Slacks Lola. 1 have 
to be busy. In order to develop—and this 
is to be another development season for 
me—you have to drive, drive, drive all the 

‘Lunger, whose mother is from 
DuPont family, ‘started racing In 
amateur events in 1968. By the end of the 
year he was racing a Lola T70 in CanAm. For 
the next three years he did CanAm in “an 
amateurish, part-time sort of way.” At the 
same time he was in the Marine Corps which 
naturally took priority. At the end of 196) 
he went to Vietnam for 13 months and upon 
his return went into Formula 5000, “In 
1971 T ran a Lola T192 in the L & M series 
and finished third, winning the round. at 
Donnybrocke Dick Corrow was my team 
manager. He really helped me to get back 
into racing ina professional manner and 
that season led to my joining Carl Hogan for 
1972, 


David Hobbs 


David Hobbs—winner earlier this year at 
Snetterton. 


Former Jaguar apprentice David Hobbs, now 
33, has raced since 1959. For years he 
hovered on the brink of real success, but 
apart from two years with the Gulf-JW sports 
car team in 1968 and 1969 he never pocketed 
much money from racing. However, this 
changed in 1969 when he went to America 
to race ® works Surtees TSS in the second 


The Hagear Slacks Lola of Hobbs hasn't had much luck so far this season. 


half of the L & M Formula 5000 Champion- 
ship. “The original deal between Surtees 
and actor James Garner fell through, But 
John sent me over anyway with hardly any 
backing. I won four races, took a second and 
2 third and was only one point behind Tony 
‘Adamowicz at the series” end. The next year 
we were late joining in again and once more 
T'took second place. John had been promis- 
ing me @ Formula 1 drive for 1971, but this 
fell ‘through when Rolf Stommelen arrived 
with a bag of money from a German mag 
Zine which guaranteed him a place in the 

Now came the crunch. In 1971 John 
wanted me to race in America again, and 
Riso said { could run in the early’ non- 
Championship British Formula 1 races. But 
by this time Roger Penske had approached 
me with the offer of co-driving a Ferrari 
512M with Mark Donohue in certain long- 
Gistance sports car races and a second car 
at Indianapolis. 1 said ‘yes’ because he 
Slfered me. some money. Yer actual real 
live money! No one had ever offered me 
this before, only incredible deals like ‘ stick 
with me, boy; we'll see about it in a year's 
time and in the meantime wel give you 
£3 a day and 20% of the prize money’. There 
was a possibility of racing both for John 
and Roger, but it was. difficult—John ran 
Firestones and Roger Goodyears—and finally 
Thad to tell John I couldn't drive for him 
He has hardly spoken to me since.” 


Hobbs is a big name in America. Carl 
Hogan has entered David in Formula $000 
since 1971, while Hobbs has also enjoyed 
Fides in TransAm, USAC and CanAm. La: 
year he drove the works Lola T310 in CanAm 
‘and had to turn down approaches from Roger 
Penske to drive the turbocharged Porsche 
917-10K and. from Irene Young with her 
ex-works McLaren MBF; the drives eventually 
Went to George Follmer and Francois Cevert 
respectively. This year, in addition to his 
commitments with Cart Hogan, David is ra 
ing the Carling Black Label-sponsored 
MeLaren M20. of Roy Woods in CanAm plus 
Woods’ new USAC Eagle in the three 500. 
mile USAC events, Indianapolis, Pocono and 
Ontario, It means a race, sometimes a race 
and a qualifying run, nearly every weekend 
Although David makes a more than com- 
fortable living in the United States—he'll be 
out of the country until the end of October 
his heart is still in European racing. "1 
would love to. be racing at. NUrburgring, 
Monaco, Monza or Silverstone instead of the 
boring ovals. But although, as it turns out, 
T cannot spare the time to race over here 
now, no one has even asked met” David's 
first’ free weekend, co-incidentally, is that 
of the John Player Grand Prix at Silver- 
Stone. Could we possibly see David running 
8 Hogan Lola T3930 in the Grand Prix id 


GIVE YOURSELF 
STYLE 


DEVELOPED FROM OUR RANGE OF 
COMPETITION ALLOY WHEELS TO 
THE SAME STANDARD 


FEATURES BLMC 

Bmw 

MAXIMUM STRENGTH + REVERSE CONE BOND 
CHRYSLER 

FULLY MACHINED + HIGHLY POLISHED DATO 
FIAT 
FORD 
MAZDA 
LoTUS 


CONTACT YOUR MITSUBISHI 
ACCESSORY SHOP 


BELFAST Ireland 
Tel: 651994 VAUXHALL 


ALLOY WHEELS 


Factory No. 12. Parsons Industrial Estate, Washington, 
Co. Durham. Telephone: 0632 463329 


EASILY WIPED CLEAN 


Arden 8-port alloy cross-flow cylinder head for Cooper ‘S’, Mini Clubman GT and Marina 
1.3 also the new Allegro in stock and all accessories. As supplied to British Leyland. 


Arden Conversions Ltd., 
Tanworth-in-Arden, Solihull, Warks. 
Tel: 0564-82 3368 
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(B19 Chevron). 


RUFFORTH 


Harrington in fine form 


by winning both 
convincing style. Two other fine performances 
‘came from Jon Fletcher and Bob Leckie. The 


ham BT36 which he has just obtained from 
Eddie Regan, A good crowd came out to 
themselves and watch what was a crisply 
un programme. 

Peter Harrington was on the third row of 
the grid for the first FF heat but it took him 
less than three laps to take the lead. Two 
of those laps had been led by Peter White's 
Palliser WDF2 and he continued in second 
place on the road till the end, although a 
10's penalty dropped him to fourth in the 
results. Pete Clark (Wigley Crossié-Rowland 
25F) made the best break from the flag but 
too high gear ratios meant that he slid down 
to fourth on the road behind Tony Rouft’s 
Merlyn-Vegantune Mk 20A. Rouff had had 
fan excellent race as the AB3 car had damaged 
the radiator in practice and had therefore 
started from the back of the grid. Philip 
Barlow's Hawke DL2A/B also led momen- 
tarily on the first lap but dropped down to 
fifth at the end. Most disappointed man in 
the race was John Simpson who had just had 
his new Perdal motor installed in the Bs 
Nike Mk 10, and had put the car on the fros 
row of the ‘grid, only to have the clutch f 
as he left the start. 

‘On paper the second heat looked to be a 
Graham Cuthbert benefit, but in fact he had 
had to work really hard for victory after the 
Lotus-Rowland 69F made a rather slow start. 
Ed Wilcox shot into the lead with his Merlyn 
Mk IIA and held it until he spun on lap 2 
fat Becketts, thereafter starting a stern pur- 
Suit of the Jeaders—once again without hi 
nosecone. Cuthbert now came under heavy 
pressure from Mike Wrigley (Merlyn Mk 1A). 
‘The former Lotus 61 driver actually led on 
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lap four but then he gradually dropped back 
‘4 was passed by Colin MacLean who took 
second place with the Highland Racing Team 
MRE. As he entered his last lap the recover: 
ing Wilcox looked about to challenge Nigel 
Haywood's Merlyn Mk 20A. but the two 
tangled somewhere round the back, and were 
delayed ‘enough to present. Mick Starkey's 
Merlyn Mk 20A. with a lucky fourth place 
Despite a packed grid, the final was in fact 
less exciting than the heats and gave Har. 
Fington a flag-to-flag win. Clark, now with the 
Fight gear ratios, streaked through from the 
third row of the grid and took a fairly com- 
fortable second place, thereby consolidating 
his similar position in the Tate series. Graham, 
Cuthbert was third initially but had to give 
best to Peter White's 
and even fell behind Bill Burley's 


In the end Cuthbert took fourth place but 
only stayed ahead of Ed Wilcox at the flag 
with Colin MacLean's MRE completing the 
points scorers. The hapless Philip Barlow 
pulled off his sputtering Hawke on lap 8 only 
to be hit hard by Nigel Haywood's spinning 
Merlyn. Fortunately serious damage was 
limited to the machinery. The promising Wrig: 
ley retired from eighth place with a blown 
head gasket 

‘Ten cars, albeit generally good quality ones, 
did not augur too well for the combined 
modsports/sports GT race, but in fact this 
turned out to be a most exciting event. 
Richard Simms was very lucky not to be 
given a jump start penalty as the sparkling 
Chevron shot into the lead, then as the field 
streamed into Boundary on the first lap John 
‘Absalom spun his Ginetta G4 and Lyndon 
Thome spun the Aldon AL2 to avoid him. 
While the dust was settling there, John Pear- 
son pirouetted the XK120 as he tried to take 
the lead at the Esses. Thereafter it was Jon 
Fletcher, with the Elan taking up all angles, 
who challenged, and often led Simms. On the 
last lap Fletcher looked as though he might 
hold off the Chevron, but the smoking B19/21 
too advantage of a back marker and slipped 
past to win by 0.8 s Behind the leaders 
Robin Smith's Centro Scot B8-based Chevron 
Spyder was a safe third after Les Aylott’s 
class record-breaking Ardua stuttered to a 
hhalt. Spinners Thorne, Pearson and Absalom 
closed up on each other, but on lap 6 Thome 
spun again and the other two clobbered each 
Other as they strove to avoid the Aldon— 


Absalom retired to the pits. 
Chris Meek scorched away from pole posi- 
tion In the Esso Uniflo Special Saloon quall- 
fier; the ex-Abbott Escort is now entered by 
Princess Ita and sports an 1800 BDA motor. 
Just when it looked as though Meek was 
going to score a runaway win he fell back 
into the clutches of Derek Hunt Escort 
FVC. The throttle ‘of the aristocratic 
Escort had bent and the in 
‘were not opening fully. Thereafter 
how hard Chris tried on the corners he could 
not hold on to Huntley (although he did 
lead again briefly on lap 6) and on lap 9 
Meek was demoted to third place by Bob 
Fox's Paul. Ivey/Speed Sport Conversions 
twin cam-engined Mini. In fact Fox nearly 
won as Huntley slowed right down as he 
took the flag. To complete the drama Sid 
Heaney's Min! coasted across the line to take 
fourth place from Graham Wood's similar 
car. Despite losing his boot lid David Wrage 
won the small class with the latest Mini 
Ford. This ingenious device has an SCA 
motor driving through orthodox transmission 
(unlike Andy Barton's) to the rear wheels. 
‘Alex Clacher had a dreadful day with t 
imp: it dropped a valve in practice, and 
after he rushed up to Croft for a ‘spare 
engine, an HT lead fell off in the race. 
Bill Wood pulled out a reasonably secure 
tead in the sing sr/clubman's event in 
probably his 
MI4A but on lap 7 the motor lapsed on to 
seven and Wood in a cloud of 
expensive smoke. This to Bob 
Leckie who had settled down well to the 
utterly unfamiliar Brabham BT36 and had 
managed to get past Roger Craven's F3 GRD 
quite early on, Desipte losing the nosecone 
Leckie kept ahead for a promising win. 
Craven remained second ahead of George 
Dixon's ex-Williamson Brabham BT35X and 
Tony Rouf's FF Merlyn which had made 
contact with Dixon's car on the first lap, 
‘Although one front mudguard was flapping 
the finish Barry Joell pick 
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WHY MANY PROFESSIONAL DRIVERS 
PREFER ITALIAN WHEELS TO ENGLISH ONES. 


The Italian wheels in question are Momo wheels. 

Which are light in weight, thus improving car's 
performance and economy. 

They are wider than the normal run of road wheels. 
Which noticeably improves a car's roadholding. 
And they are made from high pressure-moulded 
aluminium. Which helps tubeless tyres to maintain 
their correct pressure. 
! Finally, Momo wheels are designed specifi 


cally for certain models of car And cost between 
£70and£120a set 

/ To fully appreciate why so many professional 
drivers consider it money well spent, contact your 
nearest high performance car specialist Or any 

4 Alfa Romeo, BMW, Porsche or Fiat dealer. 
T” ~Orsend this coupon to Rallye Auto Sport, Trafalgar | 
| Motors House, Chesham Road, Amersham-on-the-Hil, | 

Bucks Tel: Amersham 21441 

| Name : | 
| Address _ 


| MEME TheltalianWheel. | 
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Other advantages of the Ashley hardtop 
and bonnet are: Suntops for all models. 
to get the best of both worlds 

vi 


ASHLEY HARDTOPS & BONNETS 


ASHLEY PRICE RANGE 


(All excluding VA 


PLUS THREE (62 

fastback oT MANOTO Ashley Units Limited., 

mAsyTor Walverden Park Works, 
Nelson, Lancashire. BB9 OTA. 
Telephone Nelson 68221 


PRICES: 


15"x8%" | 
15” x10" x | 
Trade 
enquiries 
welcome 


Now available 6 x 15 for JAGUAR, VOLVO, VOLKSWAGEN, PORSCHE 
WOOLFERACE WHEELS LTD 


2A, Wrentham Avenue, London, N.W.10. Tel: 01-960 1204 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 31, 1973 


33 


DAF 
Your DAF Dealer for 
MIDDLESEX 


CONTINENTAL CAR CENTRE. 
(TWO STROKE) LTD. 


CHURCH ROAD, 
STANMORE, 
MIDDLESEX. 

Tel: 01-954 0078. 


All new models immediate delivery 
Demonstration cars available 


ROAD TEST 


AYLESFORD MOTORS 
FORSTAL ROAD. 
AYLESFORD, 

NR. MAIDSTO? 
KENT 


DAF for the centre of Kent. 


E, 


Early delivery on most models 


TEL. MAIDSTONE 78143/77051. 


BLUE GARAGE 
(Earley) LTD. 


209/213 WOKINGHAM ROAD, 
EARLEY, 
READING, 
BERKSHIRE. 


READING 61402/64810 


Tel: 


Most models in stock for 
immediate delivery 


U.K. LARGEST DEALER 
NEW AND USED DAFS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


MOONS MOTORS LTD. 
128 GLOUCESTER PLACE 
LONDON NW1 
Tel: 01-486 1927 


NOTON & NOTON LTD. 


Dorchester Street, Showrooms 
DORCHESTER STREET, 
BATH, 
SOMERSET 


Tel: Bath 3229 


Workshops 3579 


Large number of cars in stock: Demonstrations any 


time, anywhi 


DAF 


Agents since 1963 


Norwood 


H. & S. MOTORS (LAPWORTH) to. | 
STATION LANE, 
LAPWORTH, 
WARWICKSHIRE. 


WHITTLEFORD SERVICE STATION 
WHITTLEFORD ROAD, 
NUNEATON, 
WARWICKSHIRE. ‘Nuneaton 323603 
UNBEATABLE 
as the Midlands’ leading DAF dealers. 


Lapworth 2933 
2855 


in LIVERPOOL 


Sales and Service 
NORWOOD GARAGES (L'pool) LTD. 


304/310 UPPER PARLIAMENT STREET, LIVERPOOL 8. 


‘TEL : 051-709 3966/7. 
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by John Bolster 


barpaius in thes shope in bust asi edcols asthe 
enthusiast ‘with his foot ‘clutch and manual 
gearbox 
The DAF 68 is the latest version and has 
a larger and heavier body than its predeces 
dors, "The transmission has. been. re-arranged 
io. foclase ani orthaciex: diveremDaliaba: tas 
redaction gears precede that unit Instead of 
being. situated in the driveshatts. Swing-axles 
no longer transmit the power, a de Dion axle 
now looking after resr wheel location, There 
are still two belts on expanding pulleys, con: 
trolled by speed and toed, but the car would 
fun equally ‘well Hf one of them ‘wore. re 
‘moved so the duplication is really a form of 
insurance. In. front, there is a, conventional 
MacPherson, suspension Iayedt wit tack aod 
pinion’ steering 
Although the smallest DAF has « flat-win 
engine that 1s made in Holland, the 68 has 
Renault 4-cylinder unit_of 1108 ce. As the, 66 
ie'heavier. than’ the 89, some. performance 
has inevitably. been, lost, but the, Marathon 
Version, as tested, has # more highly tuned 
sine which restores the status quo. 
Comfortable seating is a feature, with 
plenty ‘of room’ tn. the Back and. good “al. 
Found visibility. A’ simple lever gives forward 
reverse, the car being normally controlled 
by the two pedals, ‘The automatic cutch caa 
tive 's very ‘smooth start But occasionally it 
Jerks slightly. Once on the move, the engine 
funs ate constant speed as the car acceler- 
Stes, The rate of acceleration ts determined 
D F’ M h d l by the throttle position and that Is all the 
Ss aratnon evelope driver needs to know. It ts possible, however, 
fo obtain’ a. bigh gear ratio by eeaing back 
the ‘accelerator, to the benef of quiet rum 
. ning and fuel economy. Such litte tricks can 
Automatic sddlito the fen of driviag bat néed not boner 


The Marathon Is claimed to be a 90 mph 


Suddenly spring is here; the roads have dried, transmission, and s sorry lot they are, Too car but, although the speedometer goes well 
the wind has dropped, and Bolster has been much power is lost before it gets to the road past this figure, I could not record more than 
testing lots of 150 mph cars. However, it has and every gearchange jerks the passengers 83 mph against the stopwatch. The engine 
been greatly pointed out that no of our uncomfortably. There are no steps in the | was entirely happy to maintain this gait as 
readers want to pay £10,000 for their cars range of the DAF belt drive and one never a cruising speed and the fuel consumption 


fand that T_should occasionally test something feels that the car is in the wrong gear. This remained moderate. The car is surprisingly 
a little ‘more practical. Here, then, is'a test is a eal safety factor, for many accidents quiet at its maximum speed but rather noisier 
Feport on an everyday car that will never are caused by drivers who have failed to when accelerating hard; there is very little 
double the Timit, Select the right ratio in an emergency. Some tyre noise on most road surfaces. 

‘The DAF is neither large nor particu. Otherwise good drivers are simply not As would be expected, the de Dion axle 


mechanically minded and either over-rev their 


more often, slog along on far too 


larly fast and, at first glance, it seems pretty 


" has transformed the roadholding, the previous 
expensive, Closer examination reveals that the nwines 


oversteer having vanished. The handling re- 


Standard of construction and finish is quite ik ® wear. mains neutral under most conditions, but the 
outstanding among small saloons. The way The DAF is always in the right gear and driver gains confidence from the impeccable 
the bonnet fits and the doors close emphasises though its acceleration figures are not spec- rear end behaviour over bumps, The car rides 
this and the paint Job is in the limousine tacular, it will always yield its maximum well on good road surfaces but on bad roads 
class. The main justification of the price mance in an instant, simply by pressing it becomes slightly less comfortable with 
though, resides in the famous infinitely vari. the pedal. It is no ball of fire away from the only the driver aboard, some up and down 
able transmission. lights, but in traffic it is nippy and, above all, movement taking place; the ride is altogether 

There are other small cars with automatic safe. ‘The wife who is thinking ‘about the better when passengers and luggage are car- 


Left, though its acceleration figures are not spectacular th 
The de Dion axle has transformed the road hol 


DAF 66 Marathon will always yield its maximum performance in an instant. Right, 
ing the previous over steer having vanished. 
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ried. “On wet and slippery surfaces, the road-  Squiement 


holding is quite outstanding. irrespective of sevens 
the load on board. aes 
For driving in London, the DAF is just seem 


about ideal. There is no clutch t r 
at the traffic lights and no jerking when the 


transmission changes gear. The car does all Ere 
the work and the driver is able to concen- "= “=mwmesicn ee 

trate’ on. steering and braking. The brakes 

behave well and cope easily with the per- qo 5. 


formance of the car, 
At night, the headlights give a good beam 


though there are only two of them, and they 
do not lose too much intensity when dipped Ut fae |e) Ws Le | 
The heating and ventilation are effective, with 
good extraction when the windows are closed, 


though the cold air inlets are not very large 


| Saal | WILL THEY FIT YOUR CAR? 


The interior is attractive though I personally 

disliked the speedometer dial, which had too Snel nn nn | ALFAROMEO 1300, ALFASUD, ALFETTA, 

few calibrations. 2000Grv, 2000 SPIDER, 
The DAF is not the sort of car t normally §— °}—J—}—}—} —} —| MONTREAL 

test for Autosport. Nevertheless, it is ideal ASTON MARTIN DBS 

for town work or as @ second car, especially AUSTIN MAXI 1500, 1750 & 1800 

when several members of the family use the uo! All currant models except 80 

vehicle. It is a comfort, when madame sets Bmw All models except 2002 Tit 

Off for the shops, to know that whatever she 


CHRYSLER 180 
CITROEN AMI 8 & ESTATE DYANE SM 
DAIMLER DOUBLE SIX & VANDEM PLA 
SOVEREIGN2 8& 3.2 
DATSUN All models except 
20008 240¢ 
Fiat All models except 500 
FORD ESCORT SPORT 
RS 1600 & MEXICO. 
CORTINA Mii 
ZEPHYR & ZODIAC MKIII 


HILLMAN All current models excep! 
HUNTER GT 


HONDA ‘600 
HUMBER SCEPTRE 
JaGuar Al current models 


does she will be in the right gear at the right 
time, ‘The 66, even in Marathon form, will 
break no speed records, but Its fine finish and 
high standard of engineering will appeal very 
much to the discerning owner. 


JENSEN All current models 
fine JENSEN HEALEY) 
LANCIA All currant models 
Lotus SUPER SEVEN, EUROPA 
EUROPA TWIN CAM 
MAZDA 1300 & ESTATE RX2 
MERCEDES 200 8, 220 8, 2000’ 8 
3200 8. 230, 250 & 260CE 
2508. 2608€. 2808 8. 
2o0se 8 200SEL B, 260SL 8 
S008EL 8, 380SL 
mG BascT 
Mint All cu 
morris 


nsu 1200€, RoB0 
OPEL All current models 
except KADETT 100 CARAVAI 
3200 CARAVAN & 
REKORD CARAVAN 
PEUGEOT 404, 504 
PORSCHE All currant models except 911 
RELIANT SCIMITAR GTE 
RENAULT 12SALOON, 15,16 
ROVER 2000, 20007, 3600, 35008 


SIMCA All currant models except 
4301 ESTATE, 1601S ESTATE 


SUNBEAM All currant models 
TRIUMPH All current models except 
2ispl & ESTATE on 
1300 & 1300TC 
TOYOTA Ail currant models except 
COROLLA ESTATE 
EORONA 2000 
GROWN CUSTOM ESTATE 
VAUXHALL All current models 
VOLKSWAGEN All current models except 
KARMANN GHIA 
vouvo 144, 1800S 
WOLSELEY 18 85MKit 


Above, the interior (s attractive though the speedometer has too few calibrations. The DAF 66 
has @'4 eylinder Renault engine of 1108 ce 


For some high-performance cars which require 
Vitroted tyres, we make Formule 70 with dif 
Yerent tread pattern to the one illustrated, Your 
Dunlop’ Dealer will advise you whether 
should fit this, the SP Sport Super. 


This list includes most popular makes and 
for which Dunlop Formula 70 radials are 

bie. If your particular make and model is 

‘on the list, consult your Dunlop Dealer who 


And why. 


You can now lay your hands on the biggest 
breakthrough in tyre technology since radials 

The Kleber range of Cablon-belted radial 
tyres. 

It’s a technique perfected byKleber toexactly 
bond modern 
to tyre rubbers. Cab lon 
The Cablon 
the job, the perfect fibre for the job and marry 
them into the perfect tyre for the job. As never 

In this, our first range of Cablon radials, we've 
used a cording based on glass-fibre. 

Weight for weight, glass-fibre is more 
resilient than steel. The Cablonised belt inside our 
right round the guts of the tyres; more tread 
covers more of the ground, more of the time: 
kerbs, rocks and unseen pitfalls. 

Glass-fibre stays cooler than steel. And it’s 

tyre cording. A cooler, 
lighter drive means a 


were invented. 

What's Cablon? 
high-tensile fibres 
process allows us to take the perfect rubber for 
before. 

Now, let’s tell you why . 
new radials transmits your car's brakeload evenly 
And you're less likely to shed chunks of rubber on 

one third lighter than steel 
tyre that lasts 


longer 
whatever 
sort of driving you do, you'll do more of itona 
set of Kleber’s Cablonradia!s. 


Klebe 


Tyres Limited, Pump Lane, Hayes, Middlesex PI 


Radials were designed to give you the 
crisper handling that comes with closer 
road-grip. 

Kleber’s new Cablon range takes that 
principle a stage further. The flexibility of the 
Cablon-belt irons out bumps and runs the feel of 
the road-and-tread 
partnership right 
up to your 
steering 
wheel. It’s a 
sensation no 
tyre has given 
you before. 


Our first production Cablon radial was the 
V10 GTS, a Series Seventy model. 

We gave it the works in our labs and on our 
test circuit at Miramas, France. Then we put the 
tyre on rally cars and thrashedit (very successfully) 
round Europe's top rally routes. We were so 
pleased with the track-record of V10 GTS that we 
decided to launch it in a big way, together with a 
range of standard width 

SR versions, the Kleber 

V10 Cablons. 

You can see them at any 
Kleber dealer's store. 
Or you could ring us 
and ask for directions. 
Now you've found out 
why we're launching 
Cablon, by not find 
out how Cablon 
driving feels? 


For wet and treacherous roads, you can't beat front wheel drive—Citrown DS23 sampled. 


MICHELIN TEST DAY 


Severe weather conditions 
create survival problem 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


The foreign car test day, organised by 
Michelin, has been graced for many yea 
by brilliant sunshine. This year, to redress 
the balance, Silverstone suffered a series of 
eloudbursts and the conditions could not have 
been worse, In addition to this natural hazard, 
the standard of driving varied from terrifying 
to unbelievable, proving that many journalists 
fare better at writing about it than doing it 
‘About half a dozen cars were severely 
mauled, including the unfortunate No. 13, 
Which was straightened up after one shui 
and then totally written of—why have thi 
number anyway ? 

My first car was the Mercedes-Benz 450 SL, 
the short-chassis version of the latest VB. 
‘The engine and the new 3-speed transmission 
with torque converter are utterly smooth 
and silent, though I expected a bit more 
Punch from 41 litres, On the waterlogged 
Surface, the car slid and aquaplaned almost 
Uncentrollably but on my return, somewhat 
Shaken, to the paddock I found that it had 
been fitted with non-standard tyres; they 


Dave Brodie with Bora cross 
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Photographs by PETER BURN 


were Dunlop Racing of the dry weather 
variety! No doubt the road noise and bump- 
thump which were noticeable could be traced 
tc the same source. 

In the States, the younger generation are 
crazy about pick-ups, which will carry camp- 
ing equipment and outboard motors and can 
have sporting looks, Such a vehicle is the 
Mazda 81600 Pick-up, which is strong, light. 
and unbreakable, with an overhead camshaft 
engine that has lots of torque 

Hard-sprung st the rear for load-carrying, 
this useful hack handled well on the wet 
circuit and on the tight handling course it 
could be skidded under perfect control, which 
T enjoyed enormously. Capable of an honest 
80 mph, this sporting truck has so many 
uses in’ the country that [ almost bought 
it there and then; I'm sure the pick-up 
fashion will spread to England. 

For wet and treacherous roads, you can't 
beat front-wheel drive, which was my excuse 
for yet again sampling the joys of the big. 
Citron. This was a S-speed DS23 and it 


and Chris Meek with Pantera lost. 


rode and handled as well as I had expected. 
Though the lever for the S-épeed gearbox 
is on the steering column, it works beautifully 
and silences the usual criticism of this 
location. The great car flew along in a pillar 
of spray, feeling perfectly safe and stable, 
‘and the short test drive was over all too 
Quickly. for this is a very special sort of 
motoring 

Front-wheel drive continued, for Erik 
Carlsson told me that the little Saab 96 V4 
had a 90 bhp engine, thanks to a new do-it- 
yourself tuning kit that the makers have 
launched. 1 was soon battling round the cir- 
cuit at a very respectable speed and was 
astonished at the sheer cornering power of 
the car in the wet. Much though I appreciated 
the handling, 1 did not like the steering 
column gearchange, which lacks the precision 
of the Citron arrangement 

Then came what was perhaps the car of 
the day for me. This was the new Opel 
Commodore GS ‘coupe with a six-cylinder 
2B-litre engine. The car is very fast indeed 
and I exceeded an indicated 110 mph on the 
short straight, which takes a bit of doing 
Under those conditions. Smooth and silent at 
cruising speeds, the engine has a more sport- 
ing sound and feel when really pressed. The 
roadholding and handling are quite outstand- 
ing and this good-looking car rides well. 1 
shall carry out a full road test of this 
promising newcomer as soon as possible, 

Just as it looked like drying up, and 1 
was about to sample some of the more power- 
ful cars, another cloudburst intervened. Look- 
ing for something safe, I chose an Alfett 
not noticing that it was on Firestone Caval- 
lines, which was my undoing, Under these 
ppailing conditions, the car was most un- 
happy and understecred excessively, Entering. 
Abbey, the understeer reached frightening 
proportions and then suddenly the rear end 
broke away too, I had little control of the 
subsequent gyrations and eventually broad: 
Sided to a standstill without leaving the road. 
Thereafter, I drove with exaggerated care! 

‘Another Alfa Romeo, in this case the 
Alfasud, followed, This is a refined and com- 
fortable little car with the usual front-drive 
stability, Not a vivid performer, it gets along. 
well with an easy stride and gives a very 
comfortable ride. The conditions had by now 
become absurd, however, with parts of th 
circuit inches deep in water, so I took @ 
leisurely lunch, hoping for better conditions 
Incredibly, the rain stopped and the road 
began to dry. It was not ideal, but it was now 
or never for the powerful monsters. 

My choice was the Lamborghini Jarama S, 
with a 4.2litre V12 engine developing 38: 
bhp. The car handles like a thoroughbre 
with beautifully sensitive steering, thoug! 
the brake pedal is perhaps a bit light for 
driving in the wet. The wishbone-type inde- 
pendent rear suspension gives excellent 
traction and though I was extremely careful 
not to damage such a valuable piece, the 
incomparable note of the high-revving VIZ 
tempted me to drive with less discretion. 

‘One good Lamborghini deserves another 
and so I took off in the Espada, With a much 
‘more roomy body and a far quieter exhaust, 
this is an ultraluxurious fast touring car in 
the grand manner, It has the same light and 
sensitive handling as its more sporting sister 

id 1 would love to extend it fully on an 
joroute, for Silverstone is much too 


cramped to enjoy such machinery to the full 
1 concluded my day with the Iso Rivolta 


Lele, a delightful Italian car with a 5.7-litre 
Ford V8 engine, a 5-speed ZF gearbox, and a 
de Dion rear end. Once again, the handling 
was excellent and the roadholding quite 
exceptional. The Lele is not a hairy sports car 
but @ very refined touring car with unusually 
high ratios—second and third are the 
gears for Silverstone and fifth is only for 
the wide open spaces, This Iso is a well- 
balanced car and the de Dion rear end seems 
just the thing for treacherous road conditions. 

In spite of the rain, the usual Michelin 
organisation made the event a great success. 
The only sad people were those unfortunate 
manufacturers who had bent cars to take 
home, but that's life, T suppose. 


TRANSPORTERS 


MECHANICS BEDTIME STORY 


Once upon atime » chap called Henry started building Automobiles. He made a very good job of them and his company flourished 
Some time later another chapple in his company started building Transits and made a very good fob of them and his Gorm 
Some time later a wee laddie in Scotland got hold of‘one. He looked et t, Poked at ty’ Congtioned it Bult on 
tansplant and produced 9 MARGUISS” and made 9 very good fob of ‘Do vou know its Bouy'e 14 te 16 feat ion 
Ail day at Seventy (Legally) carrying Your Boss's lovely racing car (Large Sports; Formul or Saloon) which probably cxst him S 
A'spare engine. Wheels and tots of other bits and pleces which cost ancther Four grand. Now having spent all Wis ally ie 
in if t got all of to places with funny names ike Brands, Monaco, Siverstone, Imola, Oulton. zumevoon ete, Only ah 
0 bo ust as clean and immaculate as when you finished preparing it Back at nome base. "And that tired ld van art trai 
2 bit past i. Tell you what, Nove a woe wish and and show him this dream. I will only gost another Two grand 


P.S. Tho Marquis even has a bunk in which you can have other dreams like him winning in his clean immaculate reliablely transported 
car. And we will even throw In a Portable Cooker for that quick brew up. 


ar 
i OPTIONAL ae 
y INTERIOR ; 


FITTING | { 


OR HOW ABOUT THE 


‘FAGAN’ 


1T WILL LIFT 
ANYTHING 


14° PLATFORM TRANSIT TRANSPORTER — 

Basic Price from £1050 with ramps, winch, 2 ORDERS 
litre engine. Extras include metal frame & 

canvas covers. Ideal multi-purpose for Trade PLACED NOW — 
& Racing. Under 30 cwt unladen. READY 


END OF 


DROP A LINE GIVING BRIEF SPECIFICATION OF YOUR CAR TO ‘JUNE 


MARQUISS MOTOR Co. 
GOREBRIDGE (Near | aaagaps a) MIDLOTHIAN 


West Calder (STD 050687) 515 6p.m.- Noon 
iter-Smith or Derek McDonald 
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‘The new Lucas overhead starters's rostum was used for the first time. 


BRANDS HATCH 


“Whizzo” Williams triumphs 
in Ford Consul attraction 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


With it being Ford Sport day, the saloon car 
entertainment at Brands Hatch last Sunday 
naturally centred around the Ford make—in 
fact no other type of saloon car competed |i 
the day's proceedings. Highlight of the day 
was the rally versus racing’ drivers match 
event using standard 3 litre Consul GT cars, 
with Barrie “sideways” Williams leading from 


start to finish to head 

yy the racing men. The fraught Motorcraft 
M Challenge qualifier saw a fantastic 
battle for the lead resolved In the favour of 
David da Costa, a newcomer to the challenge 
this year, For’ the 15,000 spectators there 


convincing display 


were hordes of other splendid attractions 
ranging from a very ambitious and startling 
attempt by the Canadian Auto Clreus team 
in Escorts to. lay 


the club clreult on two 


Immaculate Ford GT40s via a ladies’ para- 


chute display, a Dunlop mobility tyre demon- 
stration 
Yes, there was plenty of entertains 


Brands last Sunday, staged impeccably by 
SCC, ‘alded by = rous! 

and superb commentary from Norman Green- 
way and Nick Brittan, and for a change held 
In glorious ‘sunshine. Incidentally the Auto- 
Circus didn’t have complete success with their 
trick, but while they circulated on two wheel 

‘on the point of tipping over, they were most 


spectacular. 

Barrie Williams’ customary Kidderminster 
Motors Mexico melted a piston in practice $0 
the ever-laughing Williams, qualified to start 
fat the back of the grid in a Shellsport Mexico 
‘and he made up number of places 
in to Paddock, which pole position man Allan 
Wilkinson reached first 
row occupants Rod Mansfield and David da 
Costa. Wilkinson's Allen of Romford Mexico 
seemed to have the race wrapped up for the 
first part of the race while da Costa did his 
utmost to displace Mansfield, nearly losing 
the whole lot at Druids on the second lap. 
However da Costa's perseverance paid off, 
for he slipped his ex-Stuart McCrudden 
Mexico of last year, into second piace at 
Kidney on the third lap and immediately 
started to haul in Wilkinson. 

Da Costa's tight inside line at Druids paid 
off on the fifth lap when Wilkinson slid out 
Wide and the West Countryman had an un- 
hindered line in to first place while Mansfield 
tried to unsurp Wilkinson from second place 
But for the rest of the race, the order 
remained unchanged with Da Costa clinching 
the premier position by 0.6 s from a con- 
Uinually pressing Wilkinson, who gradually 
dropped Mansfield 

Behind this trio, the battle for fourth 
place was a most fraught affair with Tony 


Bob Bean couldn't stop spinning and collects Gillian Fortesque-Thomas this time. Russel: 
Brookes, slow but steady, plods by to gain eleventh overall. 
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Dron's Straker of Wimbledon Mexico holding 
the upper hand for the early laps until Mike 
Crabtree inserted the Peter Mahne Willment 
rally car in to fourth place on the fourth tap. 
Crabtree—who gradually brought this next 
bunch closer to the leaders—was pestered 
continually by Mike Freeman's P&M car, 
Dron, John Waterman and Stuart McCrudden, 
whose latest car was smartly turned out by 
Allam Generators 
demote Crabtree succeeded on 
when he slipped by going into Kidney. Crab- 
tree was subsequently pressed by Dron until 
the last lap when the two Mexicos came in to 
contact at Druids and Crabtree spun to a halt 
in the wrong direction with a very battered 
car to continue last while Dron dropped to 
eighth. Behind fourth man Freeman, McCrud- 
den took over fifth place after taking 
Paddock side-by-side with Waterman on the 
last. lap with Waterman having the out- 
side autocrossing line to fall behind the 
Generating Escort, and Nick Weir was 
Involved in this tussle but life between Weir 
and Wileman got too close for comfort on the 
third lap at Druids and Weir suddenly drop- 
ped to the tail of the field, and didn't seem 
foo happy about it afterwards either! 
There was much more clanging of body- 
work In the early laps between the next 
furners, with Peter Hilliard just beating Eric 
Chappell to the line, Chappell having pulled 
away from Derek Smith In the closing laps 
and Smith had his hands full of Gordon Rigby 
and Gill Fortescue-Thomas at the finish, 
although Gill was penalised for jumping t 
Start. What of Barrie Williams after his gr 
Start? Well, his. virtually standard Mexico 
Wasn't competitive with the others and Barrie 
had to make do with bags of understeer and 
Math place, 
Considering the number of special saloon 
currently picking up the wing 
the turn out of Pord-powered 
10 lap Ford Rallye Sport handl- 
cap Trophy race was most di 
employee Reg Smith had 2 
Start in his Mexico and made full 
to. lead throughout, Nick Whiting’s Escort 
FVA made excellent ground from the 20 5 
mark to take over second place on the ninth 
Tap and further reduce Smith's lead on the 
last lap, but he was just 26 8 adrift at the 
finish in a well-handicapped race. Scratch- 
man Mick Hill started to make up good 
ground in his Tricentrol Boss Capri but spun 
Under the pressure at Paddock and that mis 
take—on the eighth lap—was all that wa 
needed to put him well out of the picture. 
Colin Folwell’s Corbeau 3 litre Capri—often 
in mod sports—held a useful position 
throughout to hold third place on the last 
two laps although he finished the race on 
dead engine and had the continually dicing 
Mexicos of Derek Wileman and Tony Dron 
(both given 1 lap and 25 s start) close behind 
it on ‘the line. The third of the generously 
handicapped Mexicos, that of Mike Smith, 
retired with a broken gearbox, leaving Bill 
Shepherd's screaming I-litre | Ford-engined 
A40 to scrape home in sixth ahead of Jeff 
Mann's 1.7 Anglia and Dave Bray's 2dlitre 
Escort, both of whom started from the 30 s 
mark. The 3-litre Group 1 Capris of Mike 
ed very badly 
whole proceedings 
managing 10th and Redjep 


handicapped out 
with Crabtree 
spinning off. 
The exciting attraction of star-studded 
racing and rallying drivers pitting their skills 
in standard 3-litre Consul GTs lost some of 
its interest when rally star Roger Clark 
failed to appear and Gerry Marshall—as 
spectacular as ever in practice—was forced 
tO non-start as broken ribs suffered in his 
rallying accident the previous week started 
{0 cause considerable pain. However there 
‘was still plenty of action in store, with Barrie 
Williams—taking the helm of Marshall's car 
from Gerry's second row grid position—and 
front row occupant Vern Schuppan rounding 
Paddock side-by-side on the first lap and 
Williams reached Druids ahead. Schuppan— 
who is to drive such a car in the Avon Motor 
Tour of Britain—latched on to the sideways 
car of Williams as best Vern could, while ace 
Group 2 driver Dave Matthews was making 


39 


OO ae 


Where to see and buy your new 


OPEL GS2.8 


GS 2.8 litre 
158 bhp 


including limited slip differential 
as standard 


KINGSWAY MOTORS (Newton) LTD 


DRAYTON ROAD, NEWTON LONGVILLE, 
BLETCHLEY. TEL: BLETCHLEY 5371. 
Opel Main Dealer 


PETER BLAKE 
CHESTERFIELD ROAD, STAVELEY. TEL: 3286. 
ALSO AT CHATSWORTH ROAD, CHESTERFIELD 


TEL: 79201 
Opel Main Dealer 


LANEHOUSE SERVICE STATION 


LANEHOUSE, ROCKS ROAD, WEYMOUTH. 
TEL: WEYMOUTH 73456. 


Opel Main Dealer 


|\Scowe 


42 CROUCH STREET, COLCHESTER. 
TEL: 73185. 
Opet Main Dealer 


PAT’S GARAGE (Lyndhurst) Ltd 


ROMSEY ROAD, LYNDHURST. 
TEL: 2609. 


Opel Main Dealer 


PRIDE & CLARKE 


124 STOCKWELL ROAD, BRIXTON, SW9. 
TEL: 01-274 3877. 
Opel Main Dealer 


P.E.A.R. LTD. 


RIVERSIDE GARAGE. LONDON ROAD, ST IVES. 
TEL: €2952—RECEPTION and 63036—SALES 
Opel Main Dealer 


OPEL IN KENT 


DRAKE AND FLETCHER LTD 
MAIDSTONE: 55531 
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excellent ground in his Consul to pass Schup- 
pan on the inside of Kidney on the fifth lap. 

‘Matthews then hauled in the versatile Wil- 
Hams, but there was nothing the Capri Broad- 
speed driver could do about Whizzo's antics 
and Barrie got to the line first by two-tenths 
with Schuppan falling back in third place 
after visiting the grass at Paddock on the 
Seventh lap. Rallycross ace John Taylor 
gradually acclimatised to his mount 
Starting from pole position where St 
MeCrudden had inserted this car 
practice, and nearly caught Schuppan at the 
finish, while Taylor had Vince Woodman 
breathing down his neck for much of the race 
‘and across the finish line. 

First. of the proper rally men was Tony 
Pond who followed Mike Hibbert for much 
of the race but displaced him on the last lap 
for sixth with Hibbert being pursued across 
the line by Adrian Boyd while Mick Hill— 
who was leading this trio of rally drivers for 

‘while—fell to ninth to barely hold off 


‘emerged to carry on their busine 
much further down—and Brittan had time for 
another spin before finishing. But that's 
nothing compared with rallying man Bob 
Bean who spun at least six times around the 
circuit despite being at the tail of the field, 
and on ‘ocasion while being lapped he 
took ‘off Gillian Fortescue-Thomas in to the 
fs, Gillian having quite a dice 
with Boyd and Cowan at the time, 
‘Completing the non-spinning contingent, In 
1th pl 
got 10 the line ahead of Harold Morley and 
then promptly dropped the lot at Paddoc) 
Bend on the slowing down lap. While all these 
rally men occupied themselves with trying to 


make use of Brands for special stage purposes, 
the circuit aces won the team prize by 34 
points to 71 


sseaters per- 
ice won by 
t 66.35 mph with & 


BRSCC's Peter Jopp 
fastest lap at 1m 3.8 5, it was time for t 
Shellsport Celebrity Mexico race. Rod Mans- 
field jumped the siart so much from his 11th 
row grid position thi 

by the time the cai 
wasn't penalised so long as he bought all 
the competitors and stewards a beer in the 
bar after the race! Mansfield commanded the 
race for some time while Donald Macleod’ 
Second position came under dispute from 
Colin Vandervell, who had worked up from 
the 18th grid placing. Macleod and Vander- 
Yell spent mu 

side. 


luse of the grass verge: 
just had enough room to get In tot 

where he stayed with Macleod a 
rly distant third. Barrie Williams had a 
lonely race this time, in fourth place with 
MRS man Chris Smith just pipping David 
Purley to the line in fifth place with Tony 
Lanfranchi and Peter Wardle following them 
across the line. Vern Schuppan finished 11th, 
‘one place ahead of celebrity Martin Thomas 
while Mexico winner da Costa spun away his 
chances at Bottom on the first lap. 
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FORMULA ATLANTIC/FORD 


Purley’s exciting win 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


‘The programme contained two single seater 
(Ford engined cars of course) championship 
rounds; Formula Atlantics for Yellow Pages 
points ‘and FFs for BOC rewards. Both were 
Of a very high standard indeed with Atlanties 
proving yet again that they are the top club 
Facing attraction. The lead was contested 
Virtually throughout the 25 laps by David 
Purley’s LEC March and Colin Vandervell's 
similar Triplex ear. For the majority of the 
race they were only feet apart before the 
handling of Vandervell's car deteriorated 30 
much due to a rolling rear tyre that he had 

‘a brief excursion on the grass. Peter 
Wardle took third after an excellent drive in 
his Surtees TSI5 just a couple of seconds 
behind Vandervell. 

‘The FF event was predictably close and 
hard fought. The laurels eventually went to 
Donald MacLeod's Merlyn after Derek Law- 
rence spun while leading at half distance. 
‘An almighty earve-up for second place saw 
the hairy Prank Hopper dead heat on time 
with Rob Wicken with Lawrence and Stephen 
‘South 0.2 s down In fourth and fifth. 

The Yellow Pages Formula Atlantic Cham- 
pionship round had a full 20 car field with 
two reserves. However, after practice Tom 
Walkinshaw had to withdraw the works 
Myson GRD after the Racing Services BDA 
ran a main bearing while Geoff Friswell had 
trouble with porous wheels and a puncture In 
his barely completed March and did not 
bother to come out. 

‘Colin Vandervell's Alan Smith powered 
Triplex. March sat_on pole position with a 
time of 46.0 s followed by three drivers on 
46.4 s David Purley (LEC March-Lec), Joho 
Nicholson ¢Lyncar-Nicholson) and Ray Mallock 
(Chequered Flag March-Swindon Racing 
Engines). Following the Silverstone protests 
Nicholson’s engine had been checked and 
declared legal. while the ever improving 
Mallocks still awaited the RAC inspection. 
Peter Wardle was next in his Surtees-Elden 
TS15 on 46.6 s while John Lepp (Chevron- 
Smith) and Jim Murdoch (Tul-Hart) also got 
under the 47.5 barrier. Just showing how 
close. it all was, the field was covered by 
just 3.4 s with well over half the cars being 
Jess than 2 s slower than pole man. One 
man who was surprisingly far back was Tom 
Pryce in the works Royale-RES; he suffered 
handling problems in practice, probably « 
legacy of his Silverstone escapade: 

‘After the warming up lap there was much 
activity round Purley's engine which appeared 
to be misfiring. It was well after the one 


minute signal when his men left th 
having put the carburetters back together 
again. However he was able to leave the 
grid on time on the pace lap. The lap behind 
Peter Browning's Granada looked chaotic but 
‘as he came on to the straight things became 
@ little more organised as Vandervell kept 
his hand in the air holding the field back to 
the last possible moment. 

it was Just like a bunch of F2s roaring off 
the grid with Vandervell and Purley side by 
side leading away with Nicholson's engine 
ot picking up too well and the Lyncar being 
swallowed by the pack. Out of Paddock it 
was Purley, just, with Vandervell, Mallock, 
Wardle and Jas ‘Patterson's March 722 and 
the rest right behind, 

In the first couple of laps the two 
men opened up about three seconds 
rest with Purley still leading despite great 
pressure from Vandervell. Mallock and W: 


Murdoch, the rapidly 
climbing Pryce, Michael Mather (March 712), 
Sonny Rajah (March 73B), Ken Bailey (March 
722), John Wingfield (Brabham BT41), Be 
Bond (GRD 273), Stephen Choularton (Mi 
(Brabham BT28), Colin Andrews 
Robert Salisbury (Surtees TS15), Reg James 
(Brabham BT28), Colin Andrews (March 
TID and sick sounding tan Mawby (Lotus 
Right up until lap 22 Purley’s mirrors we 
full to overflowing with the blue March of 
‘Vandervell. In fact along Bottom Straight on 
wweral occasions they could have shaken 


Eventually it turned out that Vandervell 
in trouble with the handling of his car 
the nearside rear tyre Wag rolling over. The 
twitchiness got the better of him out of 
Paddock on lap 22 and he charged up the 
grass towards Druids rejoining right in front 
of Wardle, who, having passed Mallock on 
lap five when the Chequered Flag car's gear 
lever broke, had kept a constant watch on 
the leaders’ although he still suffers from a 
slight handling problem with the TS15 be 
."Vandervell_ made de 


Taps but failed by nei 
third @ couple of seconds back as Tom Pryce 
closed the gap to 16 5 at the end after a 
characteristically gutsy drive throughout the 


on page 43 


David Purley leads Colin Vandervell. The two were never separated by more than a few lengths. 
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VOLVO ROAD TEST REPORT 


IVAN KESSELL 


Crossroads, 
Summer Court. DON'T TAKE A CHANCE! 
Tel: Mitchell 386 We run a fleet of 8 demonstration cars so that 
(Sales & Service) You can test drive the model of your choice 
Also our Penryn Branch aren 8 phone 
Tel: Penryn 3579 test ceive 


READING 67321 

DISTRIBUTORS FOR BERKS. BUCKS. & OXON 
406-412 London Road, Reading. Berks. 
Lex Brooklands (Reading) Ltd. 


KELLINGRAY 
& CO. LTD. 


(Sales & Servi 


) 


We are the main Volvo dealers for Cornwall 


THE VOLVO CENTRE 


F OLSEN 
Norton, Hdderteld GRANTHAM ROAD, 
Tel: Huddersfield (STD 0484) 31362. WADDINGTON 
LINCOLN 


LARGEST VOLVO DEALERS 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 


Cars for immediate delivery 
Demonstrations anywhere, any time 


AUTOSALES OF CN cmenn, SS 


AND HEREFORDSHIRE 


INVERNESS PAGE AND DAVIES LTD. 


BARTON STREET 
HARBOUR ROAD, (EASTGATE) 


INVERNESS GLOUCESTER 
Tel: Inverness 30885 Tel.: 25291 (3 lines) 


Personal Service and good selection of 
most models for very early delivery. 


Tel: Waddington 561/2 


LINCOLNSHIRE’S OLDEST ESTABLISHED 
VOLVO DEALER 


Demonstrations and immediate quotations 
Early delivery on some models 
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Correspondence 


The editoris not bound to agree with readers’opinions 


Sounds right 


With reference to the article on the effects 
Or high level noise on the hearing of trackside 
oticials (Avrosronr, May 10) tts unfortunate 
that an error erept in. The ‘writer, in explaine 
tng that the decibel has a logarithmic. scale, 
Continues by saying that a sound intensity. of 
Soa is twice as foud as one of 4008. This 
isnot s0 for the following reason— 
Relative sound level in dB ~ 10 Low 
1 3 


Where Sm is the measure of sound 
being considered 
Sr is the reference measure of 
sound 
‘Thus if the sound measured at the trackside 
say 10000 phons and the reference measure 
is 1 phon then: 
Relative sound level 


10 Log 
i 


‘Then if the sound measured at the trackside 
increase to 20000 phons with the same ref 
ence of 1 phon then: 
ative sound level in dB 20900 
t 


10 Log 
10 


10x 4.3010 4B 
43.01 db 
NOT 5048 
‘Thus doubling the sound level increases the 
figure by 34B, not 1048, 
BEAN, KENT. ‘ALC. Purr, MITE, 


AMOC criticism 


1 feel I should draw your attention to an 
incident which occurred on the first day of 
the Martini International meeting at Silver 
stone on May 19. 

‘The circumstances are as follows: At the 
start of the formula Ford, heat 2) it 
was raining heavily, My husband made a good 
start. with no wheel spin because he had a 
Tow first gear and started with low revs. He 
was in sixth place on reaching Becketts when 
he spun and consequently dropped back to 
23rd" place, However, he managed to finish 
the race, so we thought, in 15th place, which 
meant he should have been in the final 

‘When the results were published, 45 m 
Inter, he was shown to have finished 23rd 
On querying this in the race office, no one 
knew why this was so, but after a delay 
we were told he had been penalised 1m 
for a jumped start. 


Rule 106 of the RAC regulations states, 
“In the case of a massed start the driver 
concerned shall be penalised by the addition 
of Im to the time taken by him to complete 
the course. This penalty shall immediately be 
notified to his replenishment station, or his 
representative.” 

‘At_no time did anyone inform us (his pit 
crew) of the penalty. He was not called to 
the clerk of the course after the race and 
informed, Furthermore it was not printed in 
the results sheet. I realise that nothing can 
be done, but feel that the organisation by the 
Aston Martin Owners’ Club leaves a lot to 
be desired, 

Le1cHToN Buzzann, 

Bens. 


CA. Prime (Mrs). 


Constructing costs 


H. C. Combe’s period abroad appears to have 
done little for his powers of reasoning 
(Correspondence, May 10). I have no intention 
of descending to his gutter level of corres. 
pondence, but would merely enquire whether 
he actually read the entire letter (or John 
Surtees article), or was he content to read 
‘only those few words which he could quote 
out of context in an attempt to give some 
Substance to his reply. 

T do not speak with the somewhat dubious 
authority of someone who spent £200,000 in 
fan abortive attempt to become the new Colin 
Chapman (I think I might keep quiet about it 
if Thad), but merely as an informed (courtesy 
of AvTosronr) spectator. My comments were 

\ddressed to the F1 and F5000 formulae and 
far as Lam aware Messrs McLaren, Surtees, 
March, Lotus, Tyrrell, etc are not candidates 
for the bankruptcy court just at present. We 
must therefore assume that these constructors 
either have an inexhaustible supply of money 
or that they are rightly profiting from their 
Involvement’ in these formulae. The latter 
theory gets my vote, The fact that there are 
individuals prepared to put large sums of 
money into their chosen sport, with little 
chance of a satisfactory return proves noth- 
ing, except that they are willing to pay a 
very high price for their sporting en) 
ment.” To spend every penny one possess 
4 [a Combe is overdoing things a bit. 

Finally, does Mr Combe deny my comment 
that 5000 has relatively low development and 
maintenance costs compared to Fl and the 
main point of my letter that “improved 
facilities at the circuits will increase the 
number of spectators and thereby increase the 
money coming into the sport?” 

Epsom, SURREY, D. M. Mason. 


Chicanery at Mallory 


1 am writing to ask what the RAC think 
they are playing at? I refer to Mallory Park 
on May 30. To be brief. this is what hap- 
pened: ‘The Mallory Park short circuit, as 
you know, consists of, among other things, a 
Very tricky chicane, which has to be negotl- 
ated with care and skill. Well, on Sunday it 
wasn't there! 

‘The chicane had been taken out and the 
bend was just a flat out right-handed, using as 
much of the circuit as you wished. On reckon- 
ing it out we (and I speak for « number of 
drivers including Bill Cox, and Dennis Knott, 
as well as John Hipkiss ‘and Dennis Welch) 
believe that it was not only dangerous but 
a whole second was gained by this “alt 
tion,” making it also unfair as regards the 
p records that were set up. 

‘The danger I refer to was that the stan- 

chions that the chicane markers usually stand 

in stick up proud of the circuit, at least an 
inch and sometimes more, several drivers, 
myself included, cracked their sumps on thes 
pieces of steel. Now what I would like to 

Know is: 

a) Was the RAC steward within his rights to 
take out the chicane without even di 
cussing it with the drivers? 

b) Do the lap records set up on Sunday hold 
any water? If so, will the chicane remain 

records may be beaten, 

e be back in for futu 
meetings, making these records unbeatable’ 
May I close by saying that a driver did 

go to find out why the chicane was missing 

and was told by the RAC steward that it w 

his decision and rested entirely with him. 


Licrietn, STAFFS, G. C. Tavton. 


APOLOGY 


In our issue of May 10 we published a 
letter which was critical of the part played 
by Mr G. A. Taylor, the secretary of 
Ginetta Owners’ Club, in the banning of t 
Clan Crusader from ‘the list of cars per- 
mitted to compete in the new production 
sports car formula, That letter implied 
that Mr Taylor had been influenced by 
Improper motives and the views expressed 
by him in earlier correspondence did not 
represent his true feelings. We regret that 
such implications were made and apologis 
to Mr Taylor for any embarrassment or 
inconvenience which he may have suffered. 


——SSSSSeeeeSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeEeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeE 


Brands Hatch — continued 


fleld which netted him joint fastest lap with 
Purley and Vandervell; the handling problem 
was still there but he said he had learnt to 
live with it. On his way to fourth Pryce had 
had to fight his way through a rapid train 
of cara consisting of Lepp, Mallock, Murdoch, 
Patterson, Mather and Nicholson.’ Patterson 
actually fed the bunch for most of the way 
until he and Lepp touched and spun at 

March was comprehensively 
damaged while Lepp continued to the pits 
fand retirement with a water leak. Nicholson 
found his way to the front and fifth place 
when Mather retired with a broken wing. 
Murdoch held sixth until the penultimate lap 
when Mallock, who had been having trouble 
holding second gear at Druids throughout as 
well as a broken lever, made a supreme effort 
land took him at Kidney finishing. 1 3 behind 
Nicholson. The next three Salisbury, Wingfield 
and Cooper were all a lap down. 

‘The large FF entry was whittled down to 
20 starters in practice with Rob Wicken 
(Merlyn-Piper) and Frank Hopper (Royale- 
Vegantune) equal quickest on 52.8 5, just 
02's ahead of Donald MacLeod (Merlyn- 
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Scholar). It was MacLeod who made the 
best start from the outside of the front row 
chased by Derek Lawrence's works Dulon up 
from row three. After one lap these two led 
followed closely by Hopper, Stephen South 
(Ray-Rowland), Bob Arnott (Merlyn-Scholar), 
Wicken and Mike Chittenden (Merlyn). This 

‘already clear of the rest and Chit- 
aden was dropped slightly next time round 
1s Lawrence piled the pressure on MacLeod. 
On jap four the Dulon had its nose in front 
exiting from Paddock as Arnott moved up 
to third by dint of some brave driving with 
the likes of Hopper, South and Wicken inter- 
locking wheels behind, 


Now it was MacLeod's turn to make life 
uncomfortable for Lawrence. The nose of the 
Merlyn sneaked alongside regularly as these 
two experienced FF men showed their class 
and left the others a little, MacLeod did not 
have to think out his way past however before 
Lawrence became the unlucky victim of an oll 
slick laid by Arnott at Bottom Bend. The 
Dullon spun as MacLeod nipped by into the 
lead. As Arnott retired with a split oll pipe, 
Lawrence joined Wicken and South as Hopper 
pulled a little way clear in second, 


Hopper challenged MacLeod briefly but soon 
fell into the clutches of the chasing trio 
MacLeod drave smoathly home to an excellent 
win. Somehow the rest managed to stay on 
the road, quite how nobody will ever know 
they were so close and hairy, Hopper eve 
tually took second squeezing Wicken on to 
the inside sidewalk as they crossed the line 
Side by side. Just 0.2's behind them Lawrence 
id South dead heated on time for fourth 
and fifth. Chittenden and Roger Manning’ 
‘Air Call Elden were victims of Arnott's oil 
and spun out leaving Ted Wentz to take 
sixth in his Elden just 0.6 s ahead of Tit 
Needel's Lotus 69 which dead heated with 
Dennis Shattuck’s Elden. Richard Morgan took 
ninth in his Ray just a further 0.2 ¢ behind. 


For all the Faster Fords 
and everything Rallye Sport 


Full race and rally preparation undertaken 


Outstanding competition parts service 


Ring Ray Tunney or Tony Griffiths 


NEW MEXICOS AND 
RS1600s 


See us at Brands Hatch on Sunday — 
Fordsport Day (May 27) 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


“J Reg” RS1600. Maize yellow. Price 
subject to customers requirements. 


“ K Reg ” ESCORT 1300 GT. Le Mans green 
£895 


Fabric seats. 1 owner ....... 


“H Reg” BMW 2002. White. uaupunite 
£1345 


1 owner 


JOHN WILLMENT 
(MITCHAM) LTD. 
181-189 STREATHAM ROAD 
MITCHAM, SURREY 
Tel: 01-648 0071 


“J Reg” MGB ROADSTER. Blue. Beatie: 
overdrive. 1 owner ... 95 


K Reg” MEXICO CLUBMAN. gunset red. 


Group 1. Rally car. Radio. 1 owner £1045 
“H Reg” 


ESCORT twin cam. White, black 
interior. Low mileage. Rare car ..... 


C Sorct_& Rallye Sport Centre 


Export and Forces Enquiries Welcome 
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Tune in 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


With around 100 different carburetters made 
by Webers, the Italian manufacturers, it is 
not surprising that the most common in racing 
is of that make. There are, however, about 
five or six main types, and in London the 
main agent Is Chris Montague Carburetters 
ave premises just off the Finchley Road 
In Golders Green. They hold one of the big- 


4s selling thousands of carbs per y‘ 
fare Webers to fit virtually on anything. but 
there are five of six main types which Chris 
supplies to the major racing teams, and set 
Views them as well, which Is surely ‘as impor 
fant as the actual supply. 


Chris 
driver. 


Montague: Weber purveyor and G2 


Chris Montague started his carb business 
in 1968, just across the road from where he 
‘and his ‘father ran a motor electrical business, 
By then he had already been In racing for 


five years and had a number of contacts 
in racing. So he quickly built up his busi 
Below, the old and the new. Two 40DCOEs before and af 


a big one at the Ei 
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fer Thruxton. The Aley bar, for which he i 


Chris Montague carburetters: 
Webers for all 


ness, and shortly after had agencies for 
Webers, Aley roll-over bars (for which he 
recently had reason to be thankful), Janspeed 
and Pipers, as well as Bendix pumps: all of 
which he siill sells, as well as his own Timavo 
inlet manifolds 

With 20 many Webers, and so many work 
ing parts per carb, this figure being around 
the 100 mark also, it is obvious that he has 
to hold a huge stock of spares, However, 
when dealing with such a small item as 3 
carburetter these take up little room, and 
the endless jets, choke sizes, manifolds etc 


all take up but little space and the shop is 
fairly compact, although it will shortly” be 
extended. This space factor takes a beating 


when dealing with the Aley roll bars which 


r the Montague cleaning process and baths. Above 
‘agent, had a lot to do with his survival 


are remarkably roomy items, and mare space 


is devoted to them than the carbs, However, 
Montague says that a lot of sales are going 

cir way because of the fact that 17 per 
cent of all sports cars in serious accidents 


turn over, so. there's good reason for the 
ade, As mentioned earlier, Chris had good 
reason to be thankful of his own Aley roll 
bar when he overturned at the Easter Monday 
Thruxton meeting. It seems ironical that the 
last two Tune-Ine have involved people who 
hhad accidents at that meeting, but it is more 
onieal that the last time Chris had a prang, 
Bill McGovern did also, and they also started 
racing at the same meeting! Chris Montague 
also told me that neighbour Gerry Marshall's 
Shunt was good for business ! Despite the adver- 


the Mini after Montague had had 


THOMSON & TAYLOR 


(BROOKLANDS) LTD. Tel-COBHAM 4493 


=" 


= = = — 
HOLDERS OF THE WORLD LAND SPEED RECORD 1947-1964 


THE ORIGINAL (2% G2omeo DISTRIBUTORS 


GF Aifa-Romeo Montreal. Metallic silver or orange, tinted glass... elec win. immediate delivery 
. Alfa-Romeo 2000 GTV, immediate delivery. white, red or ysiiow 
aI Alta-Romeo 2000 Saloon, yellow, white, or blue. Immediate delivery 

Alfa-Romeo 2000 Spider. Blue, Immediate delivery 

Alfa-Romeo 1600 GT, red. Immediate delivery 

Alfa-Romeo Giulia Super, red. Immediate delivery 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED PEUGEOT AGENTS 


104 Saloon available now for demonstration and earliest possible delivery 
ALL FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

Pougeot 504 Coupe, injection, right-hand drive, metallic grey or red, automatic or manual 

Peugeot 504 Cabriolet, injection, right-hand drive, metallic brown or white 

Pougeot 504 Family Estate (7 seater). red or sand 

Peugeot 504 Super de luxe, estate, automatic, metallic beige 

Peugeot 504 Estate, automatic, white or blue 

Pougeot injection saloon, red or white 

Peugeot ection, sunroof saloon, sand or metallic grey 

Peugeot 504’ Saloon, white or metallic grey 

Peugeot 504 Sunroof saloon, metallic blue or white 

Pougeot injection. automatic, sunroof, saloon, metallic grey 

Peugeot 3” Saloon, white or metallic blue 

Peugeot 304 Saloon, metallic green or blue 

Peugeot 304 Estate, metallic grey or blue 

Peugeot 304 Coupe, metallic grey or yellow 

Peugeot 204 Saloon, red or white 

Peugeot 204 Estate, red 


GUARANTEED USED VEHICLES 

ALFA ROMEO 
1971 1750 GTV. Supphed ond serviced by us 
1968 (G) 1750 GTV rm. 37,000, serviced by us 


Bmw 
1973 2002, auto, rm. 1,000, tinted glass, radio/stereo 
1972 2000 Touring. rm. 8,000, headrests, mud flaps 
Peugeot 1973 Model 804, injection Rm 2,000, sunroof. 
Pougeot 1973 Model 504, injection Rm’ 11,000 
Peugeot 1972 Mode! 504, corburetter. Rm 4,000. Suppiied and serviced by us 


We urgently require to purchase late low mileage used vehicles for cash 
This is only a selection of our present stock and most other colours and specifications are s 


TOO eens o cancun: Tel: COBHAM4493 
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sing for roll-over bars for Minis, Chris is 
also-a firm believer that the Mini he races 
in Group 2 events is also good advertising 
for Webers carbs and the other components 
he supplies. 

Which brings us to one of Montague 
carburetters specialities. Back in the 1960s 
when Minis were scooping up rally events in 
the same manner in which Alpine are now 
operating, British Leyland, or the British 
Motor Corporation as it then was, discovered 
that the Mini operated better with Weber 
carbs than the standard SU carbs fitted, but 
in order to stay legal, it was essential t 
keep the inlet manifold. This meant that one 
barrel of the 45 DCOE would have to be cut 
‘out and blocked up If the straight inlet duct 
was "to be. maintained, Consequently, two 
Webers adorned the Monte Minis, although 
only one half of each carb was working 
Complicated stuff, but Chris Montague Car 
Duretters still perform the unpleasant task 
of chopping up 45 DCOEs to do this Mini 
conversion. They wi 0 supply any of the 
parts on the Chris Montague Group 2 car 


The most popular in the Weber range is 
the DCOE side-draught range and the 28/36 
down draught carbs, with variations on al 
these, Even so, there Is still a whole range 
of carbs right down to those fitted on the 
Fiat 500, while the range extends up to the 
58 DCO, which is only built in batches and 
costs £135, Dave Brodie had two on his BDA. 
and at one time, Frank Gardner had four on 
the Camaro’s V8, 


‘Apart from the basic selling operation of 
the Webers which Chris supplies, there is 
always the factor of what they are going to 
be used for, The jet settings are obviously 
different for the split Webers on the Mint 
described earlier than those on a F5000 car 
However, the setting chart is one of Chris 
Montague’s most important possessions, 
because on this chart are hours and hours 
of researching, experimenting and testing 
Chris" chart extends into the racing settings 
for. many engines, which he has worked out 
with some of the engine builders currently 
on the racing scene whom he supplies. For 
this reason, Chris does not easily let this 
important information go, and there's no point 
in giving him @ ting to enquire what setting 
he puts on Fred Nerks’ F5000 carbs, because 
he won't tell you, However, if you give him 
the spec of your engine, and supply or buy 
the carb, he will set it’ up for you, at the 
same time seeing what is worn and what 
needs replacing, To give some idea of what's 
Involved, there are 12 variables alone on choke 
sizes on DCOEs. 

Some drivers consider their carb is worn 
when In fact it just needs the jets resetting 
A carb is not often worn, in fact it usually 
becomes more blocked up than worn with 
deposits forming on the jets and blocking 
them. Webers, It appears, wear longer than 
either SUs of Strombergs. However, the set 
ting process is not an expensive operation, 
despite the number of parts that may have to 
be replaced. Once the carb is received, the 
main, choke, air and idle jets are all reset 
and ‘what needs replacing is replaced. The 
entire cost of this less parts is around €2, and 
for this, you have the benefit of Chris Mon- 
tague's extensive setting chart and the carbs 
should be immediately right if you've told him 
the correct spec. Float settings are also 
altered as necessary 

The other Chris Montague service is that 
of overhauling carburetters. This is done 
because of the general muck that gets in the 
springs, jets and overall and is generally 
designed to get the carb working as efficiently 
as It should. The muck-ridding is mainly done 
in a number of chemical baths. Once the carb 
is stripped, which takes about an hour, there 
are four different baths into which the bits go. 
‘There is one for brass and one for aluminium, 
while the whole lot goes in one bath first 
anyway. If you've ever taken a carb to pieces, 
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The twin Weber conversion for Minis, with only one barrel operating on each 45DCOE. 


as I have, it is possible that you found white 
scale inside the float chambers etc. This is 
caused by the water in petrol, for while the 
petrol evaporates, the water leaves a scale 
as it does In a kettle, and this very often 
affects the efficiency of an engine. After the 
season is over, it is advisable to empty the 
carbs of petrol otherwise this scale could 
well build up, affecting the engine's perform: 
ance at the beginning of the next season 
‘Once the carb is stripped, the baths take up 
to three or four days, while another couple 

f hours is taken to rebuild it. The difference 
in appearance is quite substantial, and 
obviously, with a well used carb, the power 
difference is also probably quite considerable, 
This process costs around €8 without parts 
that need to be replaced, and Chris Montague 
and his staff do around 10 to 15 of these per 
week, 

‘On the subject of fuel injection, and Chris 
should know about this driving a Porsche RS 
Carrera which has Bosch injection, he says 
that a carburetter engine should be just as 
efficient as fuel injection providing all the 
carb settings are right. Webers themselves 


don't actually issue setting charts which is 
why Chris has to make up his own, although 
where Webers are supplied as standard on a 
production car the settings are specified, The 
only basic ‘help that Webers give is with 
technical literature and publicity. Along with 
so many other purveyors of Itallan goodies, 
presumably right down to the salami the 
workers work on, it Is difficult to extract 
carbs and spares from Italy thanks to thelr 
customs situation, 

‘When I suggested to Chris Montague that 
I thought to take apirt a carburetter, which 
has so many parts, clean it all out over four 
days, and then rebuild it, all for around £8 
was incredibly reasonable considering it was 
only just worth his while, he replied that they 
endeavour to keep thelr labour charges as 
reasonable as possible and that certainly is 
the way they seem. With carbs playing a most 
important part in the system, It would seem 
advisable to have them set’ and calibrated 
by someone who knows, and despite the 
number of carbs, many of whose parts are 
interchangeable, Chris Montague and his staff 
seem to know pretty well. 


Hares at Goodwood 


Hares, the Sussex-based South of England 
British Leyland chain, recently held an open 
day to show off the British Leyland range, 
‘at Goodwood. The obvious main intention 
was to allow the public to ride around the 
Sussex circuit in the $4 different British 
Leyland models that were on show, including 
@ standard Allegro and Stage 1 tuned 1750 
version, but they also laid on a phenomen: 

show which had the public through the gates 
in their thousands, One estimate went as 
high as 18,000 for the afternoon, and it was 
tremendous to see the banks thronging with 
people, Alan Cutler's tones ringing out over 
the circuit on the PA, and the car parks 
turned over to cars and not cows. 

‘The day started with a display of the 54 
British Leyland cars, although this did not 
represent the entire range, some of the 
Jaguars and Daimlers being missing. L 
of the display, however, was Stirling Moss 
in a 1899 Daimler from the Beaulieu Museum, 
and Moss figured prominently in the pro 
ceedings. Later in the day. he did a couple 
of laps in a 500 Cooper-Norton reliving his 
early days at Goodwood. Earlier he tried a 
couple of yards on a 5 in high bicycle for 
five pounds and reputedly, lost. 

‘Other attractions included Dennis Priddie 

Mister Six, complete with shutes, the 
1500bhp engine ringing round the Downs; 
Tony Trimmer did a couple of laps in the 
Portobello F5000 McLaren while various go- 
karts were also demonstrated. The Dunlop 
Total Mobility tyre was burst on an XJ12 


at approximately 85 mph with impressive 
results, while there were more turbo-charged 
Porsches in the national race for radio- 
controlled miniature cars than there were at 
Silverstone 

Av number of stands were also sheltered 
from the occasional drizzle by tents, and one 
of these belonged to the BARC, who ran so 
many memorable meetings at Goodwood. It 
was adorned by scenes from Goodwood meet 
Inge, and included numerous shots of Moss 
at various stages In his career. Next door to 
them were Marlboro, with a simulated drive 
round Brands Hatch’ in a BRM, while there 
was another in the tent, together with a 
film show. British Leyland Special Tuning 
had provided the modified Allegro which had 
twin’ carbs and a revised exhaust manifold, 
and there were also hints on modifying thelr 
fange of cars with Basil Wales officiating 
British Leyland provided a marquee full of 
Interesting cars, including the Appleyard 
Monte-winning Jaguar XK120, the Hopkirk 
Mini which scooped the same rally, and 
Rosemary Smith's World Cup Maxi, together 
with a couple of earlier models and cut-aways 
of the Rover V8 engine, and the Range Rover 
itself 

Finally, there was a’ goody tent which 
seemed thronged with people the entire time 
‘and must have done good business. Altogether, 
a very fine day, with an excellent atmosphere 
and lots to interest the entire family. Con- 
gratulations to Hares, and in particular, 
Nicholas Hare, their MD, for a fine day. 
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HUNTER GLS ROAD TEST REVIE 


cnt aen STAGG HILL 
MOTORS (Guildford) LTD. 


BY-PASS ROAD, GUILDFORD 
Tel.: 76931 
See the Big Value Chrysier line-up 
‘ot Surrey Loading Main Dealer 
Chrysler UK Main Dealers 
Chrysier Imports Main Dealers 
Members of the MAA. 


LAURENCES GARAGES (London) LTD. 
332-340 Clapham Road, 
London SW9 
Tel: 01-720 5151 


Main Chrysler Dealers 
Demonstration cars available 
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LORDS -COURT MOTORS LTD. 
30 St. John’s Wood Road, 
London, NW8 


Tel: 01-286 6050 


YOUR CHRYSLER BIGGEST VALUE DEALER 
YOUR CHRYSLER GLS MAIN DEALER 


Charters of Aldershot Ltd. 
Arthur Street, 
Aldershot, 


HANTS 
Tel: 21246 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 
FOR HUMBER, HILLMAN, SUNBEAM 


ADAMS GARAGE 


OAKFIELD ROAD, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 
Tel: 4565 3 lines 
Main Dealer for Chrysler 


North Bucks 


Hunter GLS demonstration car 
always available 


HOCKLEY MOTORS ceoarwooo motors co. 10.) 


2/4 ALDERMANS HILL, 
HOCKLEY, 
ESSEX 


Tel: Hockley 3716, 2076 
SERVICE & SPARES, CRYPTON TUNING 
AND GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
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CROFT 


John Pearson 


It was most regrettable that we inadvertently 
omitted Monday's BARC(Y) Championship 


meeting at Croft from our Bank Holiday pre- 
view as it was a splendid meeting marred only 
by a sadly dreary Formula Vee race and a 
highly controversial scrutineer’s decision in 


ides to help amuse the large crowd, 
terrific performance from John Pearson 
Gaguar XKI20) to win the crowded Blue 
Cirele/Northern Sports Cars (Scorton) mod- 
sports race; while after winning his class 
Jn the latter event, and breaking the class 
record with the Clan, Johnnie Blades went 


on to win the Libre finale with the ex- 
Fittipaldi/Moonraker Lotus 69. Pearson, Bruce 
Venn, Blades, Tony Charneil, and Jeremy 
Lord ‘all broke their class records; but Pear- 
son stands out as not only did he break the 


‘Dramatically changing fortunes character- 
Ised the Tate Formula Ford Championship 
round, beginning with Graham Cuthbert 
(Lotus-Rowland 69F) being rather arbitrarily 
pulled off the grid with what was considered 
to be a bald tyre. John Simpson (Bacal Nike 
Mk 10) and Pete Clark (Wigley Crosslé 25F) 
shot away level, with Clark going ahead at 
‘Tower. The immaculate Crosslé drew away 
and looked to have the race in the bag, but 

consternation! The scrutineer had also 


barney started in the pit 
sazgle now fought for the lead with Ted Payne 
jam Hamilton's 

McDonald Shand Hawke DL2B clambering all 
‘over the March’s gearbox while Stu Lawson's 
Hawke DLIO (which had been on the front 
row) and Simpson's pole-winning Nike awaited 
developments. On lap 10 Hamilton's efforts 
‘ended when he got too close and both leaders 
Went off. Three laps later the Nike went 
‘oll leak and Law- 

left with a comfortable win, 
exhaust pipe. Tim Rathmell’s 
‘smoothly driven Titan Mk 6 was a safe second 
ahead of another dice which had been slightly 
overshadowed by the leaders. George Mun- 
dell's Highland Racing Team Royale RP3A 
finally took the place from John Woodcock’ 


rough and retired with 
son's Hawke wi 


Nike Mk 6, Colin MacLean's MRE 73F, Phil 
Barak's now more sorted Peter's Stores 
Special and Mick Starkey's Merlyn Mk 20A. 


‘which spun at the chicane on the last lap. 

It must be questionable whether Formula 
Vees can justify their inclusion in a cham- 
pionship programme any more. Nine cars 
Presented (themselves “for the | VW(GB)Ltd 
round, and there was an astonishing speed 
differential between them. There was some 
excitement on the first lap as the Canon Vee 
Sport Team entries of Bruce Venn (Scarab) 
‘and Jeremy Hampshire (Austro) ran neck and 
neck. However, Venn soon drew away to win, 
breaking the class record in his visibly 
‘quicker machine. Peter Wimshurst’s Vee Max 
‘was a steady third while two cars were lapped 
twice and one three times, in a 10-lap race! 

‘The list of entries for the MN/Castrol 
Sports GT event looked distinctly promising, 
but unfortunately a host of non-starters 
reduced the field (o 11. Particularly regrettable 
was the demise of Hank Candler’s March 
73S which hit the chicane in practice, damag- 
ing a front corner. With the Lotus 30 indis 
posed, John Markey appeared with a 
elderly Gropa-BMW under the Cror 
banner. Jeremy Lord won once 
the Minilite Lola T212, but for a time it 
looked as though he had a fight on his hands 
as Tony Charnell was going really well in 
the ex-Gibson Gropa-FVC, until a bad misfire 
‘set in and he pitted. Keith Norman then took 
over second place with his Daren-Martin Mk 3 
V8 until he spun off irrevocably on the 
increasingly oily surface. In the closing laps, 
interest returned as Frank Aston’s Astra, 
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is the hero 


which had sounded rather poorly early on, 
closed up on Markey (unlike the PA and 
everyone in the Press Box, the timekeepers 
had Markey a lap down). However, Markey 
held on to the end with Aston a very close 
third and John Calvert's smart Royale RP6 a 
jap behind in fourth place ; but still a class 
winner 

Doug Niven sat on pole position for the 
Wendy Wools Special Saloon qualifier with 
his newly built-up 500 bhp mill in the Celtic 


16-valve SMT Firenza. The 
stopped briefly after a lap with what looked to 
be a loose plug lead, but was later lapping 
faster than ‘Niven, although out of conten- 
tion. Despite misfiring towards the end, Niven 
held off @ fierce challenge from Huntley. The 


rasping 


big Minis were next and Eric Smith's Club- 
man fronted specimen outstripped the battling 
TSB and Birdsedge RD cars of John Watts 
and Roger Matthews, who finished in that 
order after both equalled the class record. 
Sixth place and the baby class fell to David 
‘Wraga’s Ingenious SCA-engined rwd Mini after 
fan almost race-long battle with Norman Dick- 
son's Sunbeam Imp ended when the latter 
car went very sick at the end and coasted 
across the line, Dave Muter (and everyone 
‘else) was most disappointed when fuel system 
bothers prevented the fearsome Beeswing 
turbocharged Mini from making its début 

‘A packed grid of infinitely varied cars 
augured well for the modsports 15-lapper, 
1nd nobody could have been disappointed 
Brian Hough's Tuscan outdragged John Pear- 
son, John Absalom's Ginetta G4 and Jon 
Fletcher's Glazepta-backed Elan, with Johnnik 

jades tagging on behind In the meteoric lit 
‘works/Heron Furniture Clan. Hough was soon 


Jeremy Lord (right) was pressed hard for victory by Tony Charnell in the Castrol/MN race. 


2). Pasta a Biyaen 


‘overwhelmed, and in fact had fallen to a 
lose fourth by lap four, as Pearson’s Jaguar 
blared away in front. It was John’s day and 
the “beast” has probably never gone better. 
Fletcher found a way past Absalom, and both 
were right there behind Pearson until Fletcher 
made a rare pit-stop to cure a stuck throttle 
linkage, thus handing second to Absalom. 
Hough ‘seemed to get his second wind and 
‘caught up with Absalom again on lap nine, 
land passed the blue Ginetta the following 
ap, only to fall to fourth behind Blades after 
‘a moment somewhere, The TVR was back up 
to third by the end however. 
Not all that far behind the leaders came 
Bob Jarvis with the Auto Enthusiast Magazine 
‘with a recovering Fletcher sixth, and 
Ginetta 
G4) next ahead of Tony Williams's Team 
Ziebart Sprite, which was one of four Sprites 
which the scrutineers had decided was in- 
Cligible for awards or points. Although he was 
‘2 lap behind, Ed Stephens won the two-car 3- 
Titre class with the Alpine Double Glazing 
Tuscan. Rhoddy Harvey-Bailey appeared with 
a new motor in his Corvette but he was 
Worried ‘about high ofl temperature all day 
nd soon retired from the mid-field 
Finally, only 11 cars got away for the 
Libre/Clubman's event, for Ted Deierzek’s 
Twin Cam Hawke DL6A was rejected from 
the grid with an oil leak and front row man 
Bob Leckie (Brabham BT36-FVC) had to drive 
straight back to the paddock after pushers 
broke the serofoil mountings! There was no 
question of Blades being beaten with the 
Impressive Lotus 69, although there was too 
much ofl about for ‘really quick times, Poor 
John Lambert looked certain for a good 
Second place with the Leda-Smith/Bartz/ 
Chev L722 but then he lost all his oll 
pressure when an oll pipe came adrift, There 
Was still a scrap for second place though, 
With ‘the seemingly inevitable Barry Joell 
Gefeating Dave Rees's slightly older U2 to 
win the Clubman's award, 
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THRUXTON 


Gardner supreme in G2; 
Marshall back in form 


Story by BOB CONSTANDUROS. 


On the face of it, Monday's Group 2 race 
being very few chang: z 
in the SCA Camaro. 


lurrows scoring a steady win in the up to 1000 ce after Bill McGovern retired the Bev. 


with carburation problems. 
Organisation, 


scored 


Pictures by HUGH BISHOP 


‘was statistically uninteresting, there 
the race ihe property of Frank Gardner 


the first lap onwards. Brian Muir chased Gardner 
il back markers put him out of touch, a blown head 


entirely” bs 
‘next class well under control, with Jim 
imp 


David 
‘8 well deserved win in the Wella for Men 


jer erratic ‘challenges from Peter Harrington. Anthony Hutton and John Harper mixed 


thelr Lister Jaguars for 10 laps, Harper taking the honours. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Practice was divided into two half hour 
Sessions on race day, one of which turned out 
to be dry with a huge rainstorm at the end, 
and also abbreviated because of flying activity 
on the circuit, while the second was damp to 
begin with, the track drying on line towards 
the end. There were three non-starters, Chris 
Parsons’ and Chris Montague's Minis not being 
ready, while the David Howes Javelin was 
the third, allowing reserves Holloway (Imp) 
and Dawkins (1.3 Mini-Cooper S) into the 
race. 

Sitting on pole, having been out early in 
the dry first session, sat Brian Muir in the 
BMW Alpina CSL, now sporting a 3.3 engine, 
built in Germany by the Gartlan team in cor 
junction with Alpina and reputedly giving 
360 bhp. Springs and brakes had also been 
altered, the result being a 1 m 24 5, 08 s 
inside Gardner's record and 2 s quicker than 
his Easter time, Gardner himself set a 25 
in both wet and dry sessions, the 7.0 SCA 
Camaro sporting a new air dam, rather than 
@ spoiler, which had been tested at Silver- 
stone, while the roll bar settings had also been 
changed and the shockers too. The engine 
had, been back to demon Chevrolet man Alan 
‘Smith for a rebuild, its first in five races, while 
there had also been a respray following a shot 


blasting at Zolder. 


Completing the front row was Dave 
Matthews in the Broadspeed Capri with a 
266 s set in the first seesion. Matthews was 


running a new engine built by Weslakes and 
giving out a reputed 327 bhp which is roughly 
what the German works cars give out, while 
Ralph Broad has a spare which is giving 

‘other five bhp on top of that. Stiffer springs 
1d dampers were also in use, while another 
diff went in between sessions. 

Quickest of the 2 litres was Jonathan Bun- 
combe’s Racing Services engined car with a 
28.0 s, sharing the row with the Norman 
Reeves’ similar car of Dave Brodie on 286 s. 
Brodie's car had done around 270 miles of 
testing since its last appearance at Thruxton, 
and despite cutting out round the back of 
the circuit a couple of times, he was happy 
with the car. 

Next row saw the quickest of the 1.3 class 
with Peter Hanson on 306 in the second 
Practice session, despite handling checks. On 
one side of him was Terry Sanger in his 4.7 
Camaro, while on the other was Vince Wood- 
man’s similarly classed car on 312 s, both 
his and Rouse's car suffering from fuel-star- 
vation similar to Brodie, except more serious, 
Gill Fortescue-Thomas came next in the works 
13 Escort on 340 § in the wetter session, 
followed by 2.0 man Lawrie Hickman in the 


Gerry Edmonds Escort on 34.4 s. 

Les Nash was the next car up and quickest 
of the up to 1000 ce cars, the Imp recording 
236.4 s. Bill McGovern made his racing return 
to the circuit which laid him off for a few 
days over Easter in a brand new George 
Bevan-built Imp, being next up in the class 
with a 376 s, although he too suffered fuel 
surge problems which were soon cured by 
Bevan-tweaked Cocoa tin as an intermediary 

tank." Notably far back was Andy Rouse's 
Brosdspeed prepared VWM 2.0 Escort whose 
fuel surge problem was especially bad and 
he only completed two timed laps, Andy 
Holloway lost an Imp wheel without any 
great dramas, and had it all together for the 


RACE 

‘At the start, there was some doubt about the 
weather, and a number of cars fitted up 
intermediates, these being West Countrymen 
Woodman Rouse who should” know, 


‘The Barbarians followed suit, as did Jon 
Mowatt, Bill McGovern and Les Nash, but 
they were all to be proved wrong, while 
Sanger needed a new front tyre after the 
warming-up lap, starting late from the pit 
road. The front’ row took off in order with 
Brodie fourth and, by the complex, Mulr was 
still out “in front, followed by Gardner, 
Matthews, Lawrie Hickman and Brodie, while 
Les Nash retired off the grid without any 
drive and Buncombe and Mike Drinkwater 
(13 Morris-Cooper S) had a moment at Cobb, 
Drinkwater retiring on the spot 

Round the back of the circuit 


the 7.0 of 


Chevrolet power got on the road, and Gardner 
was through to lead Muir, Matthews, Brodie, 
Hickman, Rouse, Hanson and Mowatt, who 


was splitting up the Fords in the 1001 cc to 
1300 ‘ce class battle. Next time round and 
Gardner was perhaps 2s away from Mult, 
with Hickman beginning to challenge Brodie, 
and Mowatt losing out on his class placing to 
Forteseue-Thomas and Vince Woodman, 
ry Sanger was beginning to power his way 
through the fleld, being 15th on the first Inp, 
th on the second, and eighth on the third, 
reaching seventh on the fourth, having aver: 
taken the Hanson/Fortescue-Thomas/Wood- 
man battle. By lap five, the leaders began to 
get in amongst the backmarkers, and it was 
this that really let Gardner away. Every time 
ft was Muir's turn, a gremlin forced him to 
lose two or three seconds, and gradually the 
leading gap widened. At the end of lap eight 
Hickman retired to the pits with oil leaking 
from the seal, and no oil pressure, leaving 
second in class to Rouse, behind Brodie. 

In the tiddlers class, McGovern had been 
in his customary position, fairly closely pur 
sued by Jim Burrows’ Mini, but on lap eight, 
the Mini came by on its own, the Imp in the 
pits with a bolt missing from a Weber, and its 
face run. In the next class up, Gill Fortescue- 
Thomas dropped out of second in class behind 
Hanson with a bearing run, after an oil pump 
hhad failed during practice, the bearings pos 
sibly being damaged before the start of the 
race. Some surprise this, as over 200 pumps 

this was the first 


had ‘been supplied, and 
faulty one. This ieft Gardner some 15. 5 
ahead of Muir, Brodie next up with 


Rouse not far away and Sanger in sixth, last 
of the unlapped after 12 laps. Hanson led 
Woodman in the 1001 ce to 1300 cc cl 
with first Paul Burt's Mini and then Mini Miglia 
ace Mick Osborne's similar Rapfast sponsored 
; next, Burt retiring with a blown head 
gasket. Burrows was in charge of the tiddlers, 
with Holloway and 
company, next. 
Remarkably, perh 
they stayed for 23 I ‘the end. Muir 
was 17.4 s behind Gardner at the end, both 
cars having had their problems. The latter 
had been stuck in top for almost the entire 
race, and in his efforts had completely ruined 
his front tyres, leaving great holes in the 
tyre where the rubber had lifted from the 
base. The inside of the car was covered in 
‘il from the box, and it is to the driver's 
credit that despite all this, he stayed ahead of 
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Muir, and set fastest lap of 1 m 232 s to 
break his own record by 1.6 s, at 101.94 mph. 
Muir had his problems too, a head gasket 
blowing towards the end, while Matthews was 
only 3.2 s away, the car perfect, although the 
tyres were of too soft a compound and the 
rubber was beginning to move on the base 
Brodie was next lapped on lap 24, and with 
fuel surge problems, the car cutting out in 
the section round the back for much of the 
race, but another lap would have cut it out 
for ever, there being no fuel left. Rouse too 
had fuel surge problems, even losing out to 
team-mate Woodman, who was chasing Hai 
‘on. intermediates, 
"od third in class 
behind Hanson and Woodman, but was over- 
hauled by Oli Thatcher (1.3 Ford Escort) who 
seemed to get involved in everyone else's 
battles, Osborne retired losing oll, 0 
Thatcher finished third in class with faulty 
exhaust. Burrows came home a jubilant first 
in the smallest class, followed by Ivor Good- 
win and Jeremy Bean who overcame Andy 
Holloway for third. Sanger had had to have 
another front tyre on lap 13, going down to 
15 from sixth, but climbing up to eighth on 
my chart but not in results, Not a great race, 
but certainly one to keep interest awake in 
this class of racing, 


SUPPORTING RACES 


Proceedings started with a modsports race 
with a medium entry, and Gerry Marshall 
having summoned enough strength, despite 
three cracked ribs, to put the Victor Raysbrook 
1.6 Elan on pole with the supercharged 1.8 
Mini Jem and 1.3 Midget of Ian Hall and 
Richard Jenvey respectively beside him. It 
was Marshall at the start, but by the complex, 
Jenvey had it from the Elan, John Miles’ 1.6 
Turner, Robin Gray's Lawrencetune 3.5 Morgan 
Plus 8 and Mike Gidden's 1.0 Clan. Marshall 
t by Jenvey momentarily next time round, 
id finally did it at the Chicane next time, 
Jenvey got by a couple of times round the 
back, only to be retaken, with Marshall 
shutting the door very firmly when it came to 
‘overtaking thoughts at the Chicane, It wasn't 
until lap eight that Jenvey finally did it, and 
fone lap later, Gerry retired to the pits’ with 
the car stuck in third gear. John Miles there- 
fore bought the Turner home second, with 
Gray fourth, being chased hard by ‘James 
Mehew’s 3.8 Jaguar E, which had overcome 
the Clan of Gidden. 


Next race was for special saloons and who 
should be sitting on pole again but the poor 
invalid, Gerry Marshall in- the Thames 2.3 
Firenza. One person he didn’t have to contend 
with was Brian Cutting, whose 3.0 Martin. 
engined Escort had a wire come off the coil 
‘on the grid, there being insufficient time to 
repair it before the start. It was John Turner's 
TAS Life and Mortgage Broker BRM-engined 
2.0 Escort who led from the line, with Richard 
Longman's ever growing 14 Mini with 
Marshall third. Longman had gone by the 
complex, while Turner was also overhauled so 
Marshall Ted lap one. So it until the 
fourth lap when it suddenly became Turner, 
Longman, Marshall, with both Turner and 


Marshall suffering oil pressure problems. 
Marshall tried the Jenvey trick on both sides 
‘at the Chicane, but he finally got the lead back 
‘on lap seven and pulled away to a 1.6 s win 
from Turner, with Longman but 0.4 s behind 
Behind Joe Russell's 1.8 Escort which was next 
ame 851 cc to 1000 cc winner, Ray Payne 
in the Hartwell Imp, while nexi came John 
Coundley in the 13 Austin Cooper S, winner 
‘of the next class up, after Bernard Morley 
pulled off from fourth losing power. 

Despite offering the same prize money as 
‘a BP Atlantic round, and 20 laps of the circuit, 
the poor BARC had a mere eleven cars out 
of an entered 22 turn up for the race, and 
then two of these non-started the race. Not 
all of the mon-starters were because of the 
Brands Yellow Pages round the day before, 
but suffice it to say that after David Purley 
retired the March from first position, it wasn’t 
very interesting. Purley led off the line with 
Ray Mallock’s similar Chequered Flag- 
sponsored car second, and by the end of the 
first lap. these two had already pulled out 
‘somewhat of a lead over Robert Salibury's Bob 
Gerard-entered Surtees and John Wingfield's 
Brabham. The field lost one on the first lap 
when Robert Cooper went. and so Mallock and 
Purley continued, with Salisbury and Wingfield 
pulling away from Jim Murdoch and Stephen 
Choularton, while John Leep's Chevron went 
with @ puncture and Jack Paterson continued 
miles behind. Each continued his own private 
battle, Salisbury dropping oil all over Wingfield 
which kept the Brabham driver busy wiping 
his visor. ‘distance saw the demise of the 
previous day's Brands victor. Round the back 
Of the cireuit, the car lost power and Mallock 
‘was through, coming up the hill, a cloud of 
smoke indicated a rod through the side of the 
Lec engine, and so it was all over. Everyone 
held ‘thelr positions, except Choularton, who 
went with the engine losing power, so five 
finished. 

‘A rather motley collection of Histories 
came out for ten laps after the Group 2 cars, 
the entry suffering from eight non-starters out 
of 20 entries, the former including the Cooper 
Metals entries of a Lister Jaguar and an Aston 
Martin DB3S. The Forward Enterprises Lister 
Jaguars of John Harper and Anthony Hutton 
tried to make a race of it, with Harper leading 
four laps and at the finish, Hutton leading the 
rest. Third throughout was Chevron driv 
Chris Appleby in 2 smokey Lotus 17. 

Final race of the day was a Wella For Men 
Formula Ford round, and was probably the 
best race of the day over a generous 15 laps 
although ly limited as this 
was a meet 1d not everyone 
had the right licences. Leading lights were 
Roger Manning's Air Call-sponsored Elden and 
Peter Harrington's Archer and Sharpe Cougar, 
Harrington having only his sécond ever visit to 
the circuit. At the off, it was Motor advertising 
rep (they get everywhere, don't they) Ric 
Morris’ old Hawke DL2B from Manning and 
Nick Foy's Brabham BT18/21. By the end of 
the frst I ‘Manning from Harrington, 
Morris, Barry Hopwood's Brabham BT21, Ted 
Wentz's works Elden and Foy. By lap’ two, 
Harrington was in contention with Manning, 
and looking slightly hairy with it. Morris w 
on his own, while Wentz was leading the close 


David Purley leads Ray Mallock prior to the engine putting a rod through the side. 
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bunch of Hopwood, Foy and Roy Klomfass’ 
Royale RP16. Farther back, a good dice was in 
progress between Tony Thorpe, Doug Wood, 
Richard Fletcher-Jones and Bill isted, until the 
latter spun out of it at the Chicane. With 
Harrington still chasing Manning, Wentz had 
slowly. pulled himself out of his bunch and 
taken Morris for third. Morris tried to get it 
back with a demon outbraking manoeuvre at 
the Chicane, but he locked up going much 
too fast, straight through the arrow telling 
him which way to go, and some of the way 
up the bank, leaving the Hawke not badly 
damaged, but that little bit older. Next lap 
Saw Harrington outbrake Manning for the 
Chicane, spin right in front of him so that the 
two were stationary facing one another. Only 
Harrington could move, executing a U turn 
in the middle of the Chicane, and then pro- 
ceeding to chop off the innocent Manning as 
hhe continued innocently on his way. Harring- 
ton's lead didn’t last long, for he was taken 
up the hill next time round, and then spun on 

lap at Cobb, when Manning 
ton couldn't make it. The sensible Wentz was 
then rewarded with second with Klomfass 
1.05 later in third. Harrington recovered to 
be fourth, with Foy, who spun at Village next, 
and Hopwood, nose asquiff and two revolu- 
tions at the Chicane to his credit as well as 
humerous moments, sixth, 
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Special stage 


Alpines leading 


Renault Alpine have extended 
their lead in the World Rally 
Championship for Makes, after 
Jean-Luc Therier’s convincing win 
‘on ‘the Acropolis Rally. Alpine 
will not be contesting the next 
round of the championship, the 
Polish Rally over 12th to ‘14th 
July though Fiat, after gaining 
points on the Acropolis, will be 
sending two cars for Paganelli 
Russo and Warmbold/Todt. 
Achim Warmbold might also be 
Griving the Finnish 1000 Lakes 
Rally for Fiat and could be even 
busier as it Is rumoured Renault 
Alpine may wish his services for 
the Austrian Alpine if BMW do 


Mehta for NZ 
Safari winner Shekhar Mehta 


will be heading the Datsun team 
entry inthe Inter- 
ational” Rally ( nd, 
July 7-12) with a Datsun 180B, 
Co-driver will be Wayne Jones 
of Auckland, The second car in 
the Datsun team will be a 1600 
SSS for Australian driver Bob 
Johnson (Sth in "71 Heatway) 
with navigator Dave Johnson 
who partnered Andrew Cowan 
in the "71 rally. New 
Zealand racing driver, Leo 
Leonard, will be driving the third 
car which Is to be a 1200 Sunny 
Co-driving for Leonard will be 
Neil Cruickshank of Tauranga. 
This year's Heatway looks like 
being by far the best yet and 
with another internationally 
famous entry, of Hannu Mikkola 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


and Jim Porter giving additional 
Prestige. Inclusion in the World 
Rally Championship for Makes 
looks certain for "74, the Heat 
way this year being the reserve 
event of the series. 


World Cup Rally 


Route plans for the UDT World 
Cup Rally 1974 are not as ad: 
vanced as we anticipated in indi- 
cating that the route may pass 
through any part of India. As 
yet the Rally Committee have not 
Getermined the route and. will 
wait until diplomatic —negotia- 
tions and the reconnaissance are 
completed before any announce 
ment will be made, 

‘Those wishing more serious 
enquiries should address their 
questions to the Administration 
Office, PO Box 6, London SW1W 
9EX. Telephone 01-730 0104. 
Many enquiries have already 
been received from proposed 
private entrants, first in the field 
being Mr J. T. J, Martin of Wes- 

Kent who, with two 
‘stalwarts of the Martin 
‘entered a Rolls-Royce 


family, 
Silver ‘Cloud In the 1970 London 
to Mexico event 


2 Litre Celica 


Ove Andersson's co-driver for 
the BNU Rally will be Arne 
Hertz, Jean Todt, who was to 
have accompanied Andersson is 
unable to make the start as 
there Is too little time after Le 
Mans where he will be working 
for BMW. Andersson's Toyota 
Celica will be a new factory pre- 
pared car, of two litres capacity. 


Brand new car for Jimmy Rae 


Starting at number 10 on the 
Scottish will be current Scottish 
Rally Champion Jimmy Rae driv- 
ing an all-new Escort RS1600. 
Entered by Ford Rallye Sport 
Dealers, Frews of Perth, the new 
car, replaces their two-year-old 
RSi600 which was substantially 
damaged on the Granite City 


Rally. The new TES 55K, built 
component-by-component new— 
not a. resurrection of the old 
rally car—will be sold later this 
year to make way for another 
new car for the "74 season. Frews 
car will run with a 1700 cc 
engine for the rest of this year, 
a 2litre planned for next year. 


Chris Sclater with Bob de Jong finished seventh on the Acropolis, 
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A clutch change for the Nicolas/Vial Alpine near Volos. 


Rally drivers are beaten 


The absence of Roger Clark at 
the Ford Sport day at Brands 


Hatch last Sunday proved to be 
the big. disappointment of the 
day. Clark was take 
part in the rally drivers meet 


Facing drivers Consul GT race. 
The interesting spectacle of 
Gerry Marshall and Roger Clark 
dueling on equal terms never 
materialised, Marshall was at the 
circuit, though pain from his 
Injuries received from his recent 
rally accident prevented the DTV 
Griver from participating. Mness 
prevented Roger Clark from 
Appearing. 

Tt turned out to be a sad show: 
ing for rally drivers—their image 
must have slipped further in the 
eyes of motor racing enthusiasts 
First rally driver home was Tony 
Pond, in sixth position. Up and 


coming — drivers, — Mexicomen 
Russell Brookes and Bob Bean, 
were nowhere. In the race. 
Brookes plugged round. steadily 
to finish 11th, though «poor 
result it was ‘better than arch 
rival Bean who was lapped. by 


Gillian Fortescue-Thomas after 
fan incredible number of spins, 
enough to. shame any — self 
respecting rally enthusiast. 


Porsche Carrera driver, Harold 
Morley, managed 12th place. We 
sorely needed Roger Clark at 
Brands Hatch last Sunday, If 
form Is repeated on the Avon/ 
Motor Tour of Britain it would 
seem unlikely that we can look 
forward to a win from a conven- 

rally driver on this event. 
Avrosrorr’s report of the Ford 
Sport race meeting begins on 
page 39 of this issue. 


2nd Tyreman Rally 


The “2nd Tyreman" special 
stage rally, promoted by Bourne. 
mouth Motor Club is the second 
such event from Bournemouth 
MC and is scheduled for Sunday, 
July 15. Sponsored by The Tyre: 
men, Bournemouth with support 
from Esso the rally will have 
14 stages of varied surfaces 
linked by relaxed road sections 
with a 10 mph average to avoid 
the possibility of complaints 
from ‘quick road driving. Stage 
distance will be 23 miles with 60 
link miles. Over maps 177 and 
178, the start will be at 10.30 
am from the Cricket, St Thomas 
Wild Life Park with the finish 
at Spetisbury Manor, 


Triple ‘C’ positions 
Positions in the “Cars and Car 
Conversions" 'clubmans Rally 
Shamplonsiip at the nd of the 
Set halt ere. an, follows, ty 
Richard Tite ‘34.2, ‘Boo Chap” 
fan 26.3, John Baker 22.4, 
Reg Mullenger "19.5, ‘David 
Eves Nand fan Wilson 18°", 
Malcclen “Wise 1% 8" Richard 
heres 13. 9, David Stokes I-10, 
Tony’ Drummond 10. 

‘Of 20 "Welsh Rally starters 
registered as Triple © contenaers, 
iS were, classifed ‘as anishers, 
points "will “be. the SCC. of 
Rortolk’s’ Lancia. Pointer Mid. 
sammer’ Stages Rally’ on Sune 
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Special stage 
AUTOSPORT guide to the Scottish |: 


— COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE RALLY ies 
By their own admission, the ills, ut that would take away aya Prone cove Fo 
Rtouish is ‘a Rally that. is diff- much of the holiday spirit. that * iz, ete Tene cone re 
rent, This year’s international 1s the rally enjoys. A few years x sparse - 
the doth held to date, an event ago they reduced the number of e Les 
Which like the RAC Rally has day runs by one, and this was este as, 
progressed. through a, petiod at & suficlent compromise Yor most a 
Being e glorified ‘run for touring people n Settete/dou-trh sheen 
carsvin the adventurous age of ‘The rally counts, like the Cir- Ba Ri, SR 
motoring, through to. ite present cult of Ireland and now the Welsh, 
pouition’as one of the toughest for the Drivers. section of the - Turcingten Pere 
Forest Tallies in the calendar it European ‘Rally championship si Pera ee 
ieveertainly harder on cars than but it has attracted, as usual, a ett 
the RAC. being, held in mid: Iot-more foreign interest. Of the ” wee 
Summer when wthe weather is foreign entries, only Hannu Mik ‘a aa: 
Unable to take the edge of harsh: Kola, Shekhar Mehta and Per 
feat off the tracks. It's gruciiing Inge’ Walfridson offer serious 20 Mesa inser Prew re 
Tn'a decelving way. for it seems competition. This year a couple Sena sone pees 
Such simple exercise that Of Mages have secret locations 2 eesdeig'gg Gatonre/nolene Sewn 
when adversity strikes this is to deter “spectators. from ily * apse telepActaiutsis 
Crews appreciate where the real blocking the "approach | roads, ay y 
Challenge lies, Until recently it anda lot of the route Is banned 22 Tote toermaurn rord tan 
was really a. forest ‘endurance {0 servicing, “which will save een tare tock BENS auemers/T. U. Marma Pere 
Maly, “with “tne: winner: being service cars as well as competing Newigsd Betieieen 
TheaGured in hours as opposed to cars from disturbing the ordinary eC 
Siconds ahead of the opposition, tourist traffic. ‘Three stages are 
Snaonly: inthe past couple of tarmac with all the rest being 
Jour hee the rellsbility of com: classic forest “sections, and one 
Fee re enabled. dcivers to series of tracks on estate roads Re 
Praxetit more of'a face. Last year on the outskirts of Glasgow. The rae 
Tipancture ‘could have dropped reat interest will lle in whether 
You several ‘places: Tive years Roger “Clark can beat Hannu 
Tzo you could incur a maximum Mikkola, the one great Scand- 
Penalty ona stage without Toss tnavian” he has never beaten. 
of position Last year Hanna was the only | SCOTTISH INTERNATIONAL RALLY SPECIAL STAGES 
‘An unusual feature of the rally Won. ‘On the RAC Rally. Hannu's | Stage Totarence anteater 
ie the super-triendliiness of the ‘engine split its block in the early Start Finish 40mph-30mph 
organisers. If you read’ the stages, and Roger went on to | 7 rs — 
Pegtistical yoo sight tink ime Sne™ She Rewer went ca so | 7 tecaven wither ez 
relly wae more of Sn initiative other competitors is that these 2 73/345894 7 ers 
Tent for the tourist Industry than UNA competitors, Is thet, these ] B/ezaas te one 
rally—and indeed it ist The the. gre e 3 Fa/aszese 26 | 12% 
Tally could be held in. half the the, found. and give, some |S oie 
time and without half the hotel *1#* © chance to gain the glory H BR ite 
3 wo ieee 
rf #2 RB 
3 isa 
3 as 
i 1833 
s 1966 
% be 
% Be 
Hy 2 
2 2B 
Fi 28 
g Athy June 
FA ae 
Ed 2338 
Fd Sere aha 
2 Syanes, feast Ge 
B Syamjory Ott Shap 
= Syfgeie FT) Be ae 
2 Sess «= se “Gate 
3 Brine ae fe 
FH Bile gst pat 
= syrmoont fea; gay 
The favourites ?— Roger Clark and Jim Porter Escort RS1600. 3 Bross ike tka 
% Sorte 1983 hae 
Ed ie | ae 
® He ish 
TELEPHONE INFORMATION NUMBERS 2 ee ieee 
8 “ou 
Your rally information telephone operated from the press room at 33 
numbers for the Scottish Rally = Aviemore. Feature of this service | 3 oie 
031-246 B0GI—this is the is the innovation of a "real live | 3 oe 
"Scotsman" Dial-a-Rally service. person" at the other end. in | BSH 
The Post Office were impressed place of the more standard tape | 33 Be 
With ‘the volume of calls last fecording. Anybody who ‘phones | $9 Bae 
Year so there are more lines this will be given the latest situation | £2 Sienegh Soecese ue 
time. “Reports start on Sunday at the head of the field plus any | $3 Leanschan shee Be uy Be 
at'3 pm and will be repeated at available information about later [pshract” 7 /a0060 joa. 6th dune 
3 hour intervals until 9 pm. On numbers of their interest. The | 32 Yonguau’ Bsr ot 8 as 
Monday, Tuesday and Wedneiday news, at such an early stage | 37 Ordleaush Bo /asesse fos 8a 
Cannot "be very ‘comprehensive | 38 Whceash Se/asisee 2 jest 
the reports will start at 9am and every comprehensive | 38 Whteasn Biersee im ost 
will be up-dated every 3 hours but will include whether the car 60 Culbin 29/987606 159 1216 
Neeemnon is still cunning at the last official 
Count, where it was placed. if it | NOTE: Soecal stape aval umes are calculated or hypothetical) car number 
‘Aviemore 422—This number is had any maximums on the stages | 220, 20meh time is standard, speed ser for rally. 4Omph ‘mes incicate ear 
the public information ‘phone and where it retired if applicable 
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Motorists see your way 
clear in the rain with 


robes 
PRESS-O0-FIX 


genious wind-catching fins simply attached to existing windscreen 
woper arms to exert extra pressure on the blades. Keeps your screen 
Clearer even inthe worst weather conditions. And helps Counter the 
effect of strong cross winds which can lift the wiper from the screen. 
Especially effective in motorway conditions, and special plastic 
design makes Press-O-Fix superbly resilient 

Grey 42p (Plus VAT.) Metallized 73p (Plus V.A.T.) 


From HALFORDS branches. stores. accessory shops and garages 
Oniy' accept the genuine Press-O-Fix ~ beware of imitations. 


KAROBES LTD., QUEENSWAY, LEAMINGTON SPA, 
WARWICKSHIRE. Tel: Leamington Spa 23281 


COOMBS & SONS (GUILDFORD) LTD. 


PORTSMOUTH RD., GUILDFORD 
SURREY 

TEL: GUILDFORD (0483) 62907 OR 69944. 
1970 Volvo 1800E. Finished in yellow. Radio, stereo, 
HRW. Low mileage £1550 
1971 Jaguar E Type V12 2+2. Finished in white, 
black interior. Radio, HRW. Supplied and serviced 
by this company £2850 
1971 Jaguar E Type V12 2+2. Finished in dark blue 
HRW, radio. Low mileage £2850 
1970 Ferrari 365 GT 2+2. Finished in opalescent dark 
blue, tan interior. Radio. One owner. Supplied and 
serviced by this company £5795 
1972 Opel Manta. Finished in yellow, black, vinyl 
roof, sun roof. Radio, stereo £1395 
1971 Jaguar E Type V12 Roadster. Finished in_prim- 
rose yellow with black interior, hardtop. Stereo 
Supplied and serviced by this company. Low mileage 
£2895 

1971 BMW 2800 CS Coupe. Finished in Polaris silver 
with blue velour trim. HRW. Low mileage. Superb 
condition £3525 

ALSO AT: 
BRIDGE HOUSE, BRIDGE STREET. 
GUILDFORD, SURREY. 
Tel: GUILDFORD 65310. 
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Sports extra 


SILVERSTONE 


MGs’ annual outing 


The MG Car Club's anfual beanfeast at 
Silverstone has an atmosphere all of its 
‘own, It’s not so much a race meeting as a 
full weekend's get-together of enthusiasts for 
the marque starting on the Saturday with 
couple of High Speed Trials, a series of 
Seratch and handicap races, a dance and 
barbecue In the evening and concours 
d'elegance together with driving tests on 
the Sunday 

"The high speed trials commenced the 
activities on the circuit and unusually there 
was a spate of retirements in the first few 
minutes of the first trial, Mike Zimmerman’s 
N-type in what appeared to be awfully deep 
trouble, followed immediately by Stuart Dean's 
TA. Nolan Pitts was intent on discovering all 
the different lines round Woodcote in 
nicely turned out Cooper S, albeit on the way 
to a special award, Doug Harris’ little blown 
PB and Peter Fontes’ modsports Sprite like- 


wise covered the extra laps to the special 
award. The second half-hour trial fielded 
another mixed batch, from _ hillclimber 
Jeremy Hunt's pretty U2 Mk 11 
Clubman's car to Syd Beer's delectable 
Jacobs Midget: both these cars. 
gained special. awards together with Ron 
Gammons' TC (making a first appearance for 
a year or two at Silverstone), Rob Haigh's 
full-house MGA, Richard Ward's Midget, Andy 


cap event for the Triplex Trophy, in two heats 
anda final. The standard of ‘handicapping 
reached an all-time high at this meeting and 
the mathematician who worked it all out was 
the bane of the unfortunate lap-scorers with 
the whole fleld seemingly crossing the line 
like rush-hour at Hyde Park Corner, as Barry 
Simons succinctly, put it. Chris’ Edw. 

managed to forge his way to the front in 
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his nice TC to finish just ahead of a howl 
ing bunch with Nolan Pitts carving his wa 
up to second place, displacing Pat Smith's 
Ginetta G4 in Woodcote just before crossing 
the line. The second handicap in the Triplex 
event gave scratch man Jeremy Hunt @ 
deserved win in the U2 afier overtaking a 
huge field of cars. Peter Catt’s Midget finished 
second with, once again, 2 conglomeration 
of bustling cars converging on Woodcote on 
the last lap to the embarrassment of the 
timekeepers 

‘The -five-lap handicap for pre-1955_ MGs 
fielded a fine selection of pre-and post-war 
models. Peter Cranage’s beautifully prepared 
NA/NE Magnette with a handsome, racey 
pointed-tail body howled its way up through 
the fleld, just managing to avold being caught 
by the grim-looking Ron Gammons who just 
displaced Mike Dowley’s very Brooklands 

M-type, Mike Stanley's 
Naylor's immaculate  perambul 

advertisement for the Northern MG special 

The MGA race, first of the few scratch 
races, saw the timekeepers sipping iced drinks 


LLANDOW 


Allan Parfitt is rewarded 


Allan Parfitt is one of Wales’ perennial triers, 
fand it was good to see consistency rewarded 
When he moved ahead In the Welsh Motor 
Racing Championship at Llandow on Monday. 
Unluckier was Len Brammer, borrowing a car 
from Erle Grove, who was prevented from 
is table when 
through the 

loon car race. Bryan Sharp (Merlyn 
Mk 24) relinquished his lead in the BRSCC 

cr 


ing Peter Orlando (Merlyn Mk 17). Ds 
a dismal start, a goodly crowd enjoyed nine 


races In sunshi 

The day began with a number of regretted 
practice calamities, one of which had put 
paid to Kelth Messer's F1200 device. The 
Formula 1200 class started the ball rolling, 
Taylor in TT drove everyone else 
ound. Looking good in second place 
Was Chris Bristow who brought the Allan 
3C up from fifth. U2s were next up. lapped 
albeit, in the hands of Barry Bartlett and 
Rex Greenslade. 

‘The Mini Miglia race saw Phil Spurling 
go ahead in the championship table driving 
the Oselli Mini, Some way back in next 
place was Dudley Fisher from Eric Grove 
The Mini Seven race was a Chris Tyrrell 
(Calbrook Mini) benefit. Second throughout 
was Norman Finn's Castrol Mini while third 
place went to Graham Wenham after a fight- 
ing drive in the Blydenstein Mini, 

“The two saloon races saw the 850s race 
with the 1300s, and the I-litres racing the 
heavy metal. The bigger brethren were the 
first to run, with the dark green 1.6 Unibrass 
Escort of Dave McCloy always to the fore. 
Running in a new engine was second man 
John Morgan (Jaguar Mk 1), while wo praise- 
worthy drives came from Allan Parfitt and 
George Constantine, both in I-litre Minis, 
The second saloon’ race saw Ken Bowen 
(Everwarm Mini 850) break a rocker arm. 
But the man from Swansea, having been led 
initially by Dave Williams (1.3 Hornet), had 
to give best in a struggle with Phil Jones 
(13° Mini). Williams’ challenge aborted on 
the sixth Iap when the fan belt came off, 
while Bowen spluttered to the finish in second 

‘The Formula Ford race, qualifying for the 
BRSCC (SW) Championship, entailed two 10- 
lap heats with the first nine in each going 
through to the 20-lap final. The stylish win- 
ner of the first heat, Terry Richards (Merlyn 
Mk 11A), set a new record for the class which 
was to remain intact. The challengers, Bryan 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 31. 1973 


Sharp (Merlyn Mk and John Brunner 
(Merlyn Mk 17), were accordingly dealt with. 
The second heat had the Palliser WDF2 of 
airline pilot’ Peter White leading Peter 
Ontando’s Merlyn Mk 20A until half distance. 
when Orlando got by and away. The final 
Soon saw us without Richards following a 
kerfuMe at the Elbow. Sharp and Orlando set 
to, with Sharp ever on the receiving end, 

he was at the chequered. White was 2 cool 
third in the elderly Palliser, while fourth 
place man Clive Power (Dulon MPIS) had 
reat problems with Colin Mock (Lotus 69F), 
{rlumphing none the less. A couple of spins 
saw the exciting MRE-Rowland of Roger 
‘Orgee farther back than one would expect. 

"A libre race rounded off the day, with 
Peter Deal (Brabham BT21) leading as he 
pleased from the Formula Fords of Terry 
Richards, Clive Power and John Brunner 


JONATHAN PRICE 


“tone 


Mug Pov esgerin 18%" Prumon TRS) * 
GEE Suiatee Seals* weer ae! “ener, 1m 


oink Maren 


Pate ine 


and relaxing for the first time, Rob Haigh’s 
MGA Special, making its first appearance 
Silverstone, is a much modified, widened and 
lowered model with full-race MGB motor. 
8 it was the superb special-bodied 
foupe MGA of Bob McElroy which 
held the lead into Becketts on the first lap 
only to lose out on traction out of the hair 
pin and settle for second to the modsports 
Car for the rest of the race, Peter Boorman’s 
Beengined hardtopped car kept well ahead 
of Vic Ellis despite a cer ek of finesse 
which led the driver to waste a lot of time 
sideways at Becketts. The race quickly devel- 
‘oped into a procession after Dave Rylands 
retired his Twin Cam. 

‘The race for Bs and Midget/Sprite model 
produced more fireworks, Malcolm Trewhitt’s 
much sprinted MGC leading as far as Becketts 
only to be passed on braking by Phil Axon’ 
Taurus MGB and Ian Polley’s MGB. Trewhitt 
wasn't able to get on terms with the Bs again 
and was pestered by the unwanted attentions 
of Bill Wood's modsports Midget, going like 
the wind and ahead of Jim Thacker in the 
famous old ex-Alex Poole frog-eye Sprite 
‘This spent much of its race with Richard 


. enjoy the sunshine at Silverstone. 


Budd's beautiful prototype Sprite Coupé. Mick 
Merrill's Sprite and Barry Sidery-Smith's 
extremely pretty ex-Bunce B had a long 
tussle with Jim Loveday's well-raced B. 

‘The T-type race was real vintage stuf, 
best described by reading the finishing order: 
Dave Clewley, Gerry Brown, Nick Taylor. Glyn 
Giusti, Ron Gammons, Pete Creswell, Alastair 
Naylor and Chris Jones all finished in two 
squabbling groups of four, Clewley heading the 
first clump and Gammons the second, both 
groups fighting hugely amongst themselves 
ina fashion reserved more for F3 races than 
30-year-old sports cars. Three seconds 
covered the first four cars at the finish and 
Th s covered the second group! Roger Best 
was ahead of the unmodified cars in his open- 
piped TD, finishing 10 s ahead of his nearest 
rival, Roger Shadbolt’s TB, with best-new. 
comer Roger Peters next. 

‘The Triple-M handicap was won by Doug 
Harris's neat PB which went so well in the 
first trial. It was followed home by Geoff 
Coles’ superb J4 replica of the Hamilton TT- 
winning car. Andy McLennan, who works on 
the UOP project racing cars for his living, 
was relaxing with his astonishing special 


bodied N-type, the fabulous straight-six 
1300 cc OHC motor being blown at half an 
atmosphere and turning over at 6000. rpm. 
This car is driven by Andy with great verve, 
s anyone at the last Crystal Palace wili 
remember, and win or lose, Andy is well 
‘worth watching. Pete Catt’ won the MG 
Championships handicap 10-lapper_ which 
caused one oF two lap-scorers to expire. Nolan 
Pitts won the Triplex handicap final in his 
Be followed at length by Hunt's U2 
Hall's vigorously driven BMW 2002 


ROBIN REW 


Brookes’ Hereford 
win 


Russell Brookes and John Brown had a 
trouble-free run in their Brooklyn Garage: 
entered Escort Mexico recently and easily won 
Herefordshire MC's Hereford Evening News 
Rally. In second place, over 4 m behind, was 
the similar car of Bryan Thomas and Derek 
Tucker, while third place went to Frank Pier- 
on and Tony Beddoes in their Pierstune 
Escort RS1700. One of the surprises of the 
rally was the eighth place taken by the 
Escort Mexico of Pat Burke and Terry Thorp. 
Burke is in fact Andrew Holbrow’s brother- 
in-law and was on his first ever rally 

‘Although not qualifying for either the 
C/MN or Mexico Championships, several of 
their regular contenders were entered, presum- 
ably trying to increase their tally of points 
in elther the BTRDA, Welsh or Midland 
series. The rally, which was only about 160 
miles in length because of the limited hours 
of darkness, was held mainly in the Welsh 
border country on the edges of maps 128 and 
129, The weather could hardly have been 
worse as it poured with rain all night long 
and made the lanes very slippery, and to 
add to that there was fairly thick mist on 
much of the high ground 

‘On the run-out to the first competitive 
section, which was north east of Kington, 
Dai Roderick (Escort RS) had to stop and 
change a plug but it was hardly worth 
him bothering as he retired before TC2 when 
a leaking water pump was found to be the 
reason for excessive overheating. On the 
early sections there were many instances of 


baulking by both locals and spectators and 
several crews lost time due to this, 

‘The first of the three selectives was a 14- 
minuter just east of Knighton and showed 
Brookes fastest on 2.35 ahead of Thomas on 
2.45 and Holbrow on 3.07. Shortly after this 
several crews had slight moments on a slip: 
Dery right hander just before a wooden bridge. 
Nicholas’ Anglia GT was one to leave traces 
of contact with a stout post there, as the 
piece of bodywork left behind testified! The 
Second selective (16 minutes) followed almost 
immediately, and Les Watkin/Colin Francis 
were credited with being the only car clea 
Pier on 111 ahead of Roger 
Ducroq-Slip's Escort TC on 1.28. 

The petrol halt was in Clun at the a 
of the same name, and provisional first half 
results were out very quickly, due primarily 
to the use of “summertime” time cards 
which were devised by Ron Summerfield a 
year or two back. Positions at the halt were 
Brookes 6.10, Thomas 7.19; Roberts 7.53: 
Cowell 8.22; Watkin 8.32 and Holbrow 8.56, 
Wright and Cabena retired their Minisport 
of Padiham Cooper S here with damaged 
steering after a slight off 

From the halt there was a string of time 
controls east of Felindre where Bryan Thomas 
had the manifold bolts come out on his 
Mexico, which left him a bit down on power. 
Richard Hudson-Evans/Kevin Gormley in the 
RHE-Team Optrex Escort RS1600 were also 
in trouble with a bad oil leak but by re- 
gularly topping up with oll they were able 
to continue. 

‘The last selective was over the Long Mynd 
‘and it had to be shortened from its promised 
24 min at the last minute when a marshal 
failed to appear. Brookes/Brown showed 
everyone a clean pair of heels on this one 


to beat the bogey by 13 5, while ne 
quickest was Holbrow 59 s down with Pierson 

1.08. The finish was only a few 
y at a Little Chef cafe, north of 


KEVIN GORMLEY 


© Following their win on the 


Hereford 
Evening News Rally, Russell Brookes and 


John Brown have taken the lead in the Welsh 
Rally Championship with 38 pts, Second are 
Ted Cowell and Julian Chitty on 29 pts, 
@ With nine rounds completed in the RAC 
Autotest Championship, Trevor Smith (Sprite) 
has a healthy lead on 72 pts from nine events 
while Peter Noad (VW), has 58 pts from 
B events to hold second ‘one ahead of Denis 
Beare (Sprite) also eight events. Jobn Larkin 
(Cooper) is fourth ‘with 54 pts from nine, 
David Tearle (Mini), is sixth with 51 pts 
from six rounds. The only driver with a 
100 per cent record so far is Phil Darby- 
shire (Clubman GT), who has only done three 
rounds for a maximlum of 27 pts. 

© The Castrol/BT&RDA Autotest Champion 
ship lost another round last weekend when 
Morecambe CC cancelled their event because 
‘of insufficient entries. This is che second round 
in the north which has been cancelled this 
year 
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Sports extra 


Bevan tries Daf, wins in Naveb 


The long-awaited appearance of John Bevan 
with his works assisted Daf 66 took place at 
the Forest of Dean Castrol/BTRDA autocross 
championship event at a new site at Lydney, 
Glos, last Sunday. Bevan did not win—in fact 
hhe did not expect to—but he found his new 
fount far more competitive than he thought he 

Before a good crowd of holidaymakers 
Bevan, however, took BTD with his Naveb 
Special in 1 m 25.0 s, this time being 5 = 
quicker than John Watkins in his Mini-engined 
‘Special, who took the class. Tom Airey, who 
fs not contesting the championship, and Mick 
Bird had identical times in the big Mini class, 
Airey taking the cash by putting up the time 
first and down in the mid-Mini class Frank 
Morris blotted his copybook to leave Roger 
Brunt to walk off with another win in his 
fibre-bodied Mini. Completing the brigade, 
Dick Garner sailed home by 2s for his third 
win. 

After his double defeat the weekend before, 
Martin. Barnard m to split the Porsche 
911s of David Marston and Brian Evans with 
his Datsun 2402 in the standard saloon class, 
and he was only 0.4 s off taking the class 
from Marston. He continues to lead the class 
comfortably, however, from Muriel Banks 
(Cooper §), 


Dick Garner, in collecting his third class 
win, had a best run of 1 m 33.4 5, disposing of 
Steve Williams by over 14s, while Tony 
Merridale (1300 Escort) collected his first class 
win, a handsome 2 s quicker than Dick Keen's 
similar car. The Escort domination was broken 
by Brian Ellis, who had third with his Anglia, 
to beat such worthy competitors as Bob 
Merridale who had already collected 15 points 
from two outings. 

‘Once again the rear-engined saloons and 
sports cars were a pathetic bunch, with only 
nine cars turning up in the two classes. Paul 
Northall collected his second win of the season 
some 0.7 s quicker than Roger Dowson with 
whom he shares the Triumph GT6. These two 
Were streets ahead of the rest, where Ron 
Easton (TVR Vixen) was third but 2 s down, 
John Button romped away with his 2.1-litre 
VW" from Roger Burn's Imp to collect his 
third class win, but the consistent Burn, with 
four seconds and a win, leads the class by 6 
points. 


turned out to be a benefit for Roger Brunt. 
With Frank Morris, challenger, 
suffering fuel pump failure, and an off-course 
excursion, Brunt waltzed home from Malcolm 
Cope by 4 5, the latter collecting his first 


championship points. 

Escorts again dominated the big conven: 
tional saloon class, with Mike Wyatt picking 
up his second class win in his R51600, 14 5 
ahead of George Warren (RS1600). John 
Clarkson found it was not his day in more 
ways than one and was a lowly third, 4 5 
adrift. His consistency, however—he has never 
been lower than third—gives him a 9 point 
lead in the clas 

Nigger in the woodpile in the over 1000 cc 
Mini class this year is likely to be Tom Airey. 
Not a championship contender, Airey posted 
a rousing time of Im 31.9 s on his first run 
to leave everyone trailing by at least a second, 
Mick Bird, however, blasted round on his 
Second tour to equal this time for second 
place, and the resulting six points has hoisted 
him to second in the class in the champion- 
ship for leader Peter Rivers had a real off-day 
‘and was not among the points, 

usual, was so much quicker than 

and Bevan had 5 s in hand over the 
diminutive special of John Watkins who 
clawed a good six points to close the gap on 
Richard Judge who stayed in Yorkshire while 
Howard Parkin’s latest Cannonball collected 
third spot to keep him fourth in the chase 
for points. 


igus” de 
yeniant (rriemeh etd) (dem 
+ "Autey (hain), Sm ake 
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Another BTD man— Peter Harrold 


‘There's nothing like variety, and that’s what 
we're getting in this year's Castrol/BTRDA 
‘autocross championship, particularly among 
the BTD awards. Last’ Monday it was the 
turn of Peter Harrold (Volkswagen) to blast 
his way to a slice of glory through the glut 
nous mud at Upton Warren, near Brom: 
where Hagley & DLCC ran the 
Torrential rain spoiled practice and the first 
runs, but the humid atmosphere dried the 
rapidly tremendous 
tement in ‘where the 
d_ change: 
Harrold was in tremendous form, in condi 
tions which demanded good starts.” This w: 
jat_ many found nigh impossible but he 
simply rocketed away on each run, and his 
best time of 1m 42.35 beat the best of the 
specials by no less than 3s while the best 
of his class opposition was ground into the 
mud by no less than 10s, 

Since the appearance of the Porsche 911S 
in the hands of David Marston and Brian 

have not gone well for Martin 
sun 2402. He led at the end of 
the first runs but was finally relegated to 
fourth by both the Porsche drivers who in 
turn found power and embarrassment, and 
neat drive from David Keevil (Mexico) gave 
him the class by a clear 4s. 

‘Southerner Richard Macdonald is a man to 
watch in the up to 870 ce Mini class, for he 
Put it across class leader Dick Garner by 3 5, 
and Clive Holland also pipped Garner. Both 
Macdonald and Garner now have two class 
wins but with only three scores so far, Ma 
donald is some way down in the champlon- 
ship, where Garner has 40 points from six 
scores, and who in turn is a single point 
behind Roger Brunt who is the overall points 
Teader. 

John Bevan brought along the Daf 66 to 
take on the might of the up to 1300 cc saloon 
brigade and surprised them all by leading 
after the first tour, However, John boobed 
fon his second run and was ‘overhauled by 
Dick Keen and Bob Merridale in their Escorts. 
Keen was a happy man, for with a first and a 
second for his weekend work he is now in 
second place behind Merridale, the new class 
leader, the pair being separated by a single 
point. 
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Ten cars tumed up to compete in the 
sports car cl refreshing change — but 
the old school of Paul Northall/ Roger Dowson 
(Triumph GT6) and Ron Easton (TVR Vixen) 
divided the spoils between them. Dowson and 
Northall ted for the lead first time round 
nearly 2s up on Easton, but the wily south- 
erner came good later in the day to pip the 
pair of them and score his first class win of 
the year. With Harrold pedalling away in- 
credibly from each of his starts, the somewhat 
demoralised John Button just hung on to 
second in the rear-engined class with his 2.1- 
Iitre VW In front of G. Thomas, who shared 
the driving of the Autocavan VW of Harrold. 
Roger Burn was down to fourth a long way 
off the pace, but he hangs on to overall first 
in the class with 36 points to Button's 33. 
Harrold now has 22 points from only three 
outings but it’s early days! 

The Minis continue to grow numerically, 
and no fewer than 29 of them—surely the 
biggest entry in a Castrol championship event 
—battled in the up to 1000cc class for 
points. Roger Brunt and Frank Morris got 
down to brass tacks from the start, 


healthy third and fairly close to Morris 
Second time round Brunt improved by 6.3 s to 
throw the gauntlet straight at Morris who 
replied with an improvment of 8.458 which 


give him the class by 1.1 s. Cope, unfor- 
tunately, retired with a cracked cylinder head, 
and Geoff Silverster took third. Brunt and 
Morris now have three wins apiece. 

‘After his troubles of the previous day, 
which included a brush with the law and a 
broken Transit towing unit, John Clarkson 
was delighted to pick up the prize money in 
the big saloon class. He had a comfortable 
lead of 4 after the first runs, and although 
he could subsequently only improve by a 
fraction over 2 he still hung on to hold off 
the flying George Warren who gave his 
Escort RS the gun and clipped nearly 5s off 
his first run to take the runner-up position 
‘ahead of T. Greenhill’s Anglia 

For the second time in 24 hr Tom Airey 
took the over 1000cc Mini class, this time 
ahead: of 27 other competitors. He led all the 

» and his 1m 45.48 was fourth BID. 
Malcolm Riches got among the prize money 


ran, but still hangs on to his championship 
lead. 

‘The last 
among the specials, where John Watkins, who 
collected 15 points’ on the iwo holiday events, 
now heads the points challengers in the class. 
The little JW ‘Special, not unlike a scaled 


and final place-swapping was 


down version of Naveb, pipped Howard Parkin 
(Cannonball) for the class by 0.28 and Tony 
Fisher, thundering round in a rare appearance 
with Bufl Mowog, gave the spectators a sign 
of the past as he collected third. 


© Easy winner of the Dudley and District co 
Promoted autotest meeting at Great Bridge, 
near Tipton, Staffs, last Sunday was Peter 
Ballance in his 1275 GT, who totalled 198.5 s 
for the six tests, to win by 7 s. Mike Webb 
(Sprite) and Mike Styles (1293 Mini) were 


Jess than half a second apart in winning their 


respective classes. 


ley Sorie)s 208.7'% Novice! Tm 


@ After seven rounds in the BT&RDA Pro- 
duction Car Trial Championship Malcolm 
Hazlewood (Mexico) on 66 pts has a two point 
lead over last year's champion Bill Moffat 
(imp), while Austen Rumney is third with his 
Cooper on 58 pts. First of the sports car 
men is Mike Harrison (Midget) with 37 pts in 
fourch spot and Alf Williams (Cooper) and 
Denis Wells (Skoda) occupy fifth and sixth 
places. 


© Because they have venue problems More- 
cambe CC have cancelled their round of the 
Castrol/BT&RDA Autocross Championship on 
June 17, but the Billericay MC have agreed 
to run @ round on the same date as replaci 
ment. All. intending competitors shoul 
write to Mr T. Appleton, 24 Elm Parade, 
Elm Park, Hornchurch, Essex, or telephone 
Hornchurch 50600. i 

The Rochester MC autocross on June 24 
has been deleted from the Castrol/BT&RDA 
Championship. 
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Sports extra 
SANTA POD 


The big rivals meet 


At long last drag racing managed to get a 
@ays racing In without a spot of rain in sight, 
but this did not last throughout both of the 
two days’ racing, as, once again, the end of 
the meeting had to be abandoned after some 

this 


watered, It could hardly be otherwise, and the 
Sunday’ of the event had a qualifying run 
from one of the big cars every half-hour or 
$0. The main excitement of the event ws 
the first meeting of Skilton and Priddle in 
respective new cars, and with the growing 
rivalry between the two, all eyes were on 
them. Skilton's car was much as it had been 
at the two NDRC meetings, whilst Priddle’s 
Revell Toys-sponsored front-engined car was 
new to most, and fitted with a body since 
It’s appearance at the Winternationals in 
February, where Dennis had qualified the 
against strong American opposition, 
‘Skilton. The aluminium Donovai 
immaculately turned out, and 
healthy 7.27 $ on Its first full pows 
‘didn’t sound as 


his first pass to a fine 9.3 3, shutting down 
well before the finish, and once aquainted with 
the car, returned later to hit a 7.7 s at 174 
mph on his second ever run. John Siggery 
managed to coax @ good 8.3 s from the Ford 


" 
owned “Firefly” to 
Hutcherson ran to 
Hill's car, not pushi that time 
to save the engine, and the other “new boy,” 
Roland Pratt, took the Accles and Pollock 
car to his best ever at 7.68 s, 189 mph, another 
‘commendable performance. 
‘So despite having a brand new car, Priddle 
in on top. But sitting in the pits biding 
his time was Clive, It Is probably not too well 
known that relations between the Raceway and 
Skilton jot been too good of late, and 
going into the event, they hit an all-time low. 


certain, but the temp! 
it around 6 ‘evening, 
‘loaded for bear” and the number one spot 

His fans in the stands left no doubt about his 
popularity as he staged the car for the burn- 
‘ut, and the billowing clouds of smoke from 
the spinning tyres hid everything as he pulled 
up to the line, Following the growth of the tyres 
fas they spun through the traction compound. 
the car had a soft “bounce” in it as it staged, 
quite unlike any of the other cars, and the 
chassis and tyre design obviously link together 
to give the uncanny traction that the car has. 
On'the green a solid blast of noise came from 
the big Chrysler, and he was gone, arrow 
straight without’ a wisp of smoke. The 
phenomenal start shook everyone, nothing has 
ever left the line as strongly in this country 
before, and if the motor had had a high per- 
centage of nitro in it, it could easily have 
gone to the low sixes that it is capable of. As 
it is, a 6.74 8 at 203-mph was easily enough 
to put him at the top. 

‘As soon as Dennis saw the run, he readied 
the car for another crack at the number one 
spot, but his improved 7.1 s never looked as 
if it had the making of a six. 

‘On Monday, the initial qualification pairings 
were for some reasons changed, but as both 
Clive and Roland had managed to get them- 
selves well placed in the seven car field, Clive 
understandably took the matter to the RAC 
in one of the first protests seen in drag racing. 
‘They rightly upheld his complaint and the 
elimination was put back to its proper order. 


Clive was out first with the bye run, again 
disappearing in an instant to shut off at 
around four hundred yards to a 74 s. Priddle 
and Gane were next, but after the burn-outs 
Tony lost fire and Dennis shut off as well so 
that both could restart. Firing up and coming 
Straight out with engines getting very hot, 
Dennis rocketed away to a 7.2 s to 7.4 s, the 
Donovan engine still not sounding right, and 
apparently needing a larger breather on the 
fuel tank. The 30 per cent overdriven fuel 
pump was taking the fuel out faster than the 
Breather could let air in to replace it. Next 
was Roland and Mike, and by now the crowd 
was going wild with excitement with run after 
Fun of the big 1500 horsepower cars. Hutcher- 
son was the underdog for this one, but luck 
was on his side when Roly redlit away a 
good chance, leaving Mike an automatic win 
as he made an easy run to save the motor. 

The next, and as it turned out, last run of 
the day, was absolutely incredible, Thunder 
clouds had been gathering for some time, the 
air was full of an impending storm, and in 
seconds the light had gone to a foreboding 
gloom. Across the fields lightning struck in 
fhe woods, and down the fire-up road came 
Clive and’ Allan Heridge on the first semi- 
final. Following the further bickering and 
argument of the day, more than a race was 
At stake. Both went through their burn-outs 
and staged, both taking a lot of care in the 
new narrow beams. With a recent spate of 
red-lights, Allan was a bit cautious, but there 
was no way that the heavy Firefly could stay 

ith Skilton’s quicksilver start, the staggering 
launch” opening up 30 yards almost before 
the other was rolling. It was another 

X—a 6.8 5 at 205 mph, though Allan got up 
to 210 mph in an attempt at catching up. At 
that moment the heavens opened again, and 
the meeting was called off in mid stride 

‘On Sunday, Mike Yun was strongly 
challenged by three or four potential winners 
‘as more of the STP Top Street cars got down 
into the low 13 s. The Rose brothers’ “Cuda 
made one run at a promising 13.8 s before 
breaking @ rocker and then a starter motor. 
which sidelined them, and Mustapha Errol 
got down to mid 13s in his HemiCuda. Adrian 
York showed up with friend Colin Mullen's 
engine in his Corvette. Colin had taken his 350 
Chevy from Invader and sold the car after its 
axle-breaking wheelstand at the previous meet. 
and was down to drive a newly imported 
‘American stocker, this being a 427 Chevelle 
belonging to Richard Smith. Unfortunately the 
clutch on this expired after one run, but the 
“Vette showed promise with some low 13 5 
despite a 3.3 street diff. At the end of the 
three rounds, it was the two joint leaders, 
Yun and Bob Oram in his indecently fast 
E-Type that faced each other, and poor Mike 
broke first ‘coming off the line, leaving 
Bob the ws great 13.1 s for the win. The 
second day's racing never got that far, but 
Yorke, John Arkinstall, Oram, and” the 
promising Al O'Connor in his 383 Chrysler- 
powered Mk II Zephyr were all through, and 
all in the 13 s, so the final in 2 couple of 
‘weeks should be good. 

Pro-Stock was again down to three cars, 
Pete Crane not being quite ready with his, and 
Keith Harvie sidelined with a broken tow truck 
the night before the event. Tony Dickson had 
at last fitted a line-block to his Duckhams 

"amaro, and joined in the fun of static burn- 
‘outs with Kevin and Gary. Kev again led with 
an 11.67 s, Gary was on 11.69, and Tony in 
with a best ever 11.71 s, the burn-out shaving 
a 10th from his previous best. Kevin took the 
bye at a great 11.05/129 mph and Gary 
managed to pull back from a hole-shot by 
Tony with an 114 s to 11.94 5, this after he 


had inadvertently started in second gear in 
the automatic box. In the final, Kevin really 
pulled out the stops to a stunning 10.98 to 
beat Gary's good 11.32 s, but once again it 
was at the expense of a prop and gearbox at 
the top end, 

By the following day, this was repaired, 
with a box borrowed from Keith Harvie, but on 
his qualifying run the engine started missing 
to a 14 s, Gary ran an 11.14 5 and Tony 
another 11.7 s, definitely feeling the pinch 
with an uncompetitive engine. 

Dave Stone took a best-of-three match over 
Phil Elson on Sunday, running 8.71 s, 8.63 5 
and 8.61 s to defeat the bigger blown car 
that still suffers from. handling problems 
although having immense potential, Dave's 
times were the best yet this year for the 
injected Chevvy car, but in the first of a repeat 
three rounds on Monday a head gasket blew 
on the line—leaving another unfinished match. 

‘The Senior Comp class was also very lively, 
Bob Messent pulling a big wheelie and going 
all over the place before breaking a drive 
shaft in the immaculate Jag-powered Strip 
tease. Although most in the class improved, 
Pete Smith's Buick-Falcon got down to an 
11s on Monday, and Phil Carlyle's Viva-Chev 
to an 11.8 5. 


© Another superb drive by championship leader 
Mike Flather and a healthy scrap between 
Mike MacDowel and Richard Thwaites for 
BTD were among the highlights of an enjoy- 
able fifth round. of the Castrol/BARC. Hi 
Climb Championship organised by BAR 
(SW Centre) at Gurston Down on May 20. 
Flather, in his blown Mini, went even 
further ahead in the championship af 
collecting another 10 pts with a new class 
record in the up to 1000 cc class and John 
Meredith, with his unblown model, also kept 
up the challenge on Flather by bettering his 
previous best time at the course by nearly 


© York MC attracted a full complement of 60 
competitors for their Thixendale autocross on 
Spring Bank Holiday Sunday, and the usual 
needle match between Richard Judge and 
Patrick Hawkyard for BTD was resolved in 
favour of Judge who won by a clear 2/8 in 
his RJS Special against the Flymo Mini. 
Hawkyard went some way to redeeming 
matters when he won the knock-out, 

two other drivers got below 1 m 50 s, 


© Tony Harrison from Solihull scored his first, 
sprint success of the season at Curborough, 
last Sunday when he took his Brabham BT35 
to a comfortable BTD at the 432 MC meeting 
which attracted 78 competitors. Harrison did 
32.8 s to win by a clear second over Richard 
Wallinger (Sceptre) who was one of three 
drivers to set new class records in the classes 
run by the Association of Midlands Motor 
Clubs. The other class records are now held 
by Mike Overton (Marcos), who achieved 
36.6 s and John Hinley (Landar) wha did 
375 s. 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 60-62 * Racing and Competition Cars 63-66 * Autosport Market Place 66-68 


MOTORWAY SPORTS CARS LTO. 
Rareneee | zee." | DB. MOTORS of Leicester 


RETAIL SPECIALISTS 
OF FULLY WARRANTED. paraaee 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILES 31_Lendon 


TRIBUTORS 


CLAN 


Tet: 0633 934043. 
Spares and Tyre Service Tel : 0533 632538 Shetfield 53226 
‘Don't be afraid to use our Robophones GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORT 


WOOLLON BROS SER MTS Ad Se orc Nolo Dore 
up to £100 discount and generous allow- formerly W.B. Sports TUS, 7 '34.One owner Roll 
ace” on "your used, car—“ury this realy Seer wie eri ces) M7 TUN Sine, aS: Cad Be vt 
miles or 2 year engine warranty. excellent condition £1080. BILL HUNT 

fami. 1000 cressfiow. Soh ond 5 Wrens Clete, off Downham Road, 


Most models usually in stock at 
CORDINGLEY & SONS LTD 
Main Mazda Dealers 
‘West End Garage 


Rawtenstall, Lanes. Rossendale 4051. 


SPORTS CARS FOR HIRE 


MGBs, MGB GTs, “ E” TYPE ROADSTERS, 


MORGANS AND TRIUMPH STAGS 


Comprehensive insurance. AA membership. Radios. 
overdrives, ete, fitted. 


SPORTSHIRE LTD., REECE MEWS, LONDON, SW7 TEL: 01-589 6894 wun 


tops. red EN100. 


CARLETON GARAGE 


Offers the following performance vehicles 


Ex-works 1973 Ferrarl_ Dino 246 GT. 
Tivery "mileage only. Finished most 
live metallic maroon, 
present list price at £9,701 

TE! type 242 re Finished in 
Mamarked fawn “brown, tan trim,» 16,000 
Hordes’ miles, Fitted Motorola radio. 
Excellent condition ‘throughout. £2,799. 
Mercedes 350 SL. sports roadster, with hard 
Tope i registered, automatic. transmission, 
Hehined Opmlescent maroon with white. trim 
and "soft top. ‘Sundym glass. and. Becker 
Fadio. "11,000, miles only. ut director's 
personal car offered at £5,408. 
‘Alfa Romeo 1750 saloon,” finished white, 
fitek Neim. One owner. from new. First 
Fepistered "11-871. "A. perfect example of 
ERE'\most._ sought after Saloon with “sports 
far. performance. "23,000 recorded miles, 
fered at Ely 
Alfa Romeo’ 1750. FH coupe, GT_ Veloce, 
Anished blue metallic, tan trim. ‘Registered 
BUTI with 21,845. recorded “miles: | Two 
twin choke Webers serving 1778. cc ohe 
Shine and. five-speed gearbox produce un 
Cqualled "acceleration figures. This most 
Stractive ‘vehicle is offered with radio and 
Stereo at # 


Contact 


JAGUAR ‘E’ TYPE 
J REG. 


‘A wall breathed on road or competition 

car. Quite some history attached. It is a 

42 rebuilt engine with Webers, etc. Wide 

wheels on racing covers. Bargain at 
£850—no offers 


HARRY PHILLIPS 
021-643 0912 021-743 8244 


BENTLEY 
$3 
a CONTINENTAL 


270 sues Roma, Shniy, Solihul CLUSMAN 1273 GF MALLY cam by PARK WARD 


Resplendent in dusk grey and black. 
Accommodation in red English hide 
and carpeted throughout. This rare 
motor car is offered with a recorded 
mileage of only 72,000 at £4950. 
Telephone : 
06285 24747. 


October, 1970. 
fimpecesniy. maint 
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SIMON JAMES 
MOTORS LTD. 


Pendle Garage 
RIMINGTON 
CLITHEROE 


Quality Cars for the 
Connoisseur 
We have a limited number of new Clan 


Crusaders for immediate delivery from 
stock 


ts GT and saloon car diff 
id gearboxes and overdri 
e months’ guarantee and 14 days’ 
option to purchase on all diffs and gear- 
boxes. 


Phone: 01-889 4115 
VARCROFT LIMITED 
67 Coburg Road, 
Wood Green, London, N22 
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STATION GARAGE “TAPLOW 


Station Approach, Taplow, Buchs. Te 


OPEN saeseys sate zou 


a e 8 


FULL RANGE OF B.M.W., VAUXHALL 
AND CHRYSLER FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 


EMBOROUGH FILLING STATION 
EMBOROUGH (NR. BATH), SOMERSET 


Tel: STRATTON-ON-THE-FOSSE (STO 076 123) 418 
Ask for Chris 


2 5354 oF S866 


HINE & WHITE 


1971 Ferrari Daytona GTB4. Italian 
racing red, black interior. Radio/ 
s hrw, 19,000 miles. Rec, very 

ional’ condition £7995 


1967 Porsche 9118 Coupé. Yellow/black 
interior, Recardo seats, stereo. Sundym 
windscreen £1995 


1972 Alfa Romeo 2000. Berlina saloon. 
‘Dutch biue, beige interior. 1 owner 


£1895 


1969 Rover 3500. Blue, black interior. 
Radio. 31,000 miles. Exceptional con: 
dition 1125 


1966 Jensen CV8 Mk Ill. Blue with tan 
hide interior. Radio/stereo. Low mile- 
‘age. 2. owners. MoT, bilis for £150 
recently spent. Full history. Offers 


1972, Ford Capri 2000 XL. GT. Daytona 
yellow/black anterior vinyl. HRW. 
Swner E1148 


1971 Volvo 144 Grand Lux. Metallic gold, 
black trim. Radio, sun roof, 
Pirelli Cinturatos 

1971 Lancia Flavia 2000. Metallic gold/ 
black trim. 1 owner, 24,000 miles, PAS, 
tadio, electric aerial, HRW 1995, 


1971 Scimitar. White, black interior, 1 
‘owner. 21,000 miles. Radio 1895 


1969 Rover 3500. White/red interior, 1 
‘owner. Full history 1145, 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


CASTLE’S 


1972 SUNBEAM RAPIER H120. Red with 
white flash, 7,000 miles, Fitted push 
button radio and 8-trac 


£1600 ono. 
Yet: 01-480 6231 10 9.0.8 p.m 


JOHN WOOLFE RACING 
FOR ALL POPULAR 
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Sports and Performance Cars 60-62 * Racing and Competition Cars 63-66 * Autosport Market Place 66-68 


BARRIE PAYNE AUTO SCUDERIA LTD. 


Visit our Stand (474) at 
THE BATH AND WEST SHOW 
THIS WEEK. 


[ JENSEN-HEALEY J 


(027266 0408 


DIRECTORS 
LEASING 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way 
London, NW4 
Tel.: 01-202 8011/2 
LOTUS EUROPA 3PS. 1,400 
miles, S-speed, oatmeal trim, 
mag wheels, air horns, radio 

stereo, Sundym 
TUS ELAN "+28 "130, 
2 model LOTUS EUROPA TC 
LOTUS ELAN Sprint. FHC 
ELAN 82.1 owner, new engine 
E TYPE JAGUAR 24,2 
JAGUAR E-TYPE FHC 
Qld JAGUAR E-TYPE FHC 
GT. 1 owner. 0/4 
MGB Roadster. 1 owner. O/a 
(MGB Roadster. 6/4 “Radio 
SCIMITAR GTE, 


69 monthly 
ao 


‘cis 
130 


‘anu 
‘Audl YOOGL/Trlumph: TRS 
Voie "ta 


delivery most models 
th Road. Ealing. London, WS 
Tel: OF579 4999/3538 or O-727 1639 
or 236 3498 (City) 


TRE PI. 0/4, 12,000. miles 
1970 TRIUMPH ‘The PI. 0/4, 


radio £1 
1968 TRIUMPH TRS PI. O/d, w/w £859 


JOS RANDLES 


i 


Lotus +28 130/5. Lagoon blue 
Lotus +25 130/58. Tawny 


1971 MGB GT. 0/0. Bive 

1970 Jaguar X36 Avioma! 

1968 (G) Aston Martin 
hance’ 

1971 Elan Sprint DHC. 1 owner 


1969 (serien) J reg Mk 2 E-Type 42 Fic 


BS. Manual 
=. 26 


1972 Europa. Orange. Twin cam 
70 Escort Twin Cam, 1800 co 
ys) Scimitar GTE, Golden send 
ot 808. Blue 
125 Twin Car 
Europa Twin. Cam Special 
al, Tinted windows: alloy 
‘MOO. milon eas 


She owner. White 
‘and Scimitar parts 
aire by works trained 


WHARF GARAGES, STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tol; 48361-476: 


Mazda and Lotus go Vroom 


NEW CARS 
130/5, 


E:TYPE, 1964, Carmen red. black interior, Chrome 
te with 500" ty Mor 
pent on” engine and 


rd c1G0 "on Tully Elan 


+28 Tawny or lagoon. 
Ust price 

Elan Sprint OHC. Yellow, Radio. Special 
offer £2250 
Europa Special. Red. 4 speed, radio, alloy 
wheels. Special offer €2325 
Europa Special. Yellow. Radio. 5-spsed 
Gearbox. Special offer £2425 
Mazda 1300 saloon and estates. Yellow 
‘and white. From £1105 
818 saloon coupe and estates, Choice of 
colours. From £1310 


R 


262/270 High Street, Sutton, Surrey 


1972 (May) BMW 3.0 CSI 


Boikal blue with tan upholstery. PAS. 
electrically operated windows. HRW. 
Blaupunkt radio and stereo. 3,650 miles 
only from new. Today would cost over 


01643 7557 BMieiesecace 


62 


Eric Sayer (Cambridge Sports Cars) Lid 
Fulbourn, Cambridge. Tel: Cambridge 880711 
Lotus and Mazda main dealers. Open all week except Sunday. 


6 coupes, 1800 saloons 
RX saloons and coupes. From 


List price 
£1650 


USED VEHICLES 
1970 (J) Europa. Yellow. Nice condition 
21195, 

1972 (L) Europa twin cam. Red. Radio. 
Low rmileage. ‘Alloy wheels £1785 
1972 (L) Europa big valve special. Lagoon 
blue champagne intervor. Alloy whoals. 
6,000 ‘miles only £1885 


MANY OTHER ‘SPORTS AND SALOONS 
IN STOCK 


0-12 High Street. 


TUSCAN, 1970. Finished in ultramarine 
blue. ‘Regularly serviced. 21,000 miles. 
Overdrive, alloy wi radiomobite 
stereo 8, Dunlop SP Sports. Unblemished 
inside and out, Used only as second car. 
£1250. 
Taylor. 
01-524 2739, after 7 p.m. 
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1968 FORD D200 TRANSPORTER. SCHUPPAN FALCONER MARCH body kits 
Diesel, side roller doors, built-in folding to suit all March cars. Kit includes radiator, 
ramps, workbench, winch. Under 3 water rails and all fittings. 

£285. 


Streamlined tails to 
suit all Marches 
£29.50 


Tel: East Horsley (04865) 3060 wer sctuppn ‘Also secondhend 833 and B37 


Firestone slicks, 1 set B36 wets 


or Epsom 22234)5 (Dennis Falconer} and 1 set ‘March wheels, 10in 


ALEXIS 
18B 


—X TEAM 
ALEXIS 


ALAN MANN’'S XOO 346F 


£060 oF will split or swor 
Tal | 01-592 7300 ext 2422 (day), 01-300 2401 (evening) 


DATSUN 240 76 | 


THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND 
OUTSIDE JAPAN 


This unique and exciting car is regrettably for sale 
as a complete project. Full Group 4 specification, built 
for Le Mans, including FiA-approved bag tank and 
Graviner system. 270 bhp motor. Over £3,500 spares 
direct from States (all duties paid). Includes engine, 
full set of panels, wets, slicks, intermediates, 12 Mini- 
lites, CWPs, etc, etc. 


MRE (Racing Services) LTD 
STATION ROAD, BOURNE END, BUCKS 
TEL: BOURNE END 22802 


Several publicity and sponsorship leads and a mass 
of technical information learnt from Tokyo and the 
States would be included 


This car finished 10th in its first European GT Cham- 
pionship round and there is a lot more to come. 


Tel : Inkpen 373 (Near Newbury). 
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WANTED 


CanAm/Interserie Car 
and/or Engine 


Please write to 


Box No 2001, Autosport, with details and price 
required. 


DICK PARSONS' 
FORMULA FORD 
Ben 3 ROYALE RP3A 


APPGLLO 
LIGHT ALLOY 
RACING WHEELS 


SAFETY BEADS ON RIM AS PER F1 
QUAD SPOKES FOR STRENGTH AND EFFICIENT 
BRAKE COOLING 
POLISHED RIM. 

RESISTANT TO CORROSION 
LIGHT AND STRONG 


Competitors’ discount available 


Machined to exacting standards by F1 wheel 
manufacturer 


Sizes and prices (INCLUDES VAT) 


10in £16.45 


10in £18.65 As used by Peter Baldwyn— 
999cc Mini 


13in £21.45 


13in €22.55 As used by Andy Barton— 
1000ce SCA Mini 


Set of 16 nuts and washers £4.95 


Carriage per wheel 
(England, Ireland, ‘Scotland, Wales) 


Trade and export enquiries welcor 
Dunlop racing tyres avaliable (fitted and balanced FOC) 


WORLD WIDE aacine services 
PO BOX 4, 
STAINES, MIDDLESEX. 
Te Colnbrook 4102. 


TEAM ENSIGN 


Colin Vandervell’s Potterton works S3 car. Second in 
Shell S3 championship. Updated to 1973 specification. 


This car has only been raced 12 times and is in 
immaculate condition. With or without engine 


Serious offers considered. 
Tel: 01-499 6632 (office). 


A. J. RIVERS RACING LTD. 


urgently require a SKILLED RACE MECHANIC 
to prepare race-winning saloon car for 
European long-distance events. 
Tel : 01-743 3591 or 01-749 0367, 
for appointment. 


FOR SALE 


1 Lola T330. 4 races. Immaculate condition. 
As rolling chassis with one complete set 
of wet weather wheels and assorted gear 
ratios. With specialised body work £5250 


2 as new ready to race Bolthoff fuel injection 
engines. £3250 each. 


1 enclosed 4-wheel trailer. Immaculate con- 
dition. £500 


1 Transit Van—crew bus. Excellent condition. 
34,000 miles. £800 


Also miscellaneous parts available. Price to be 
negotiated. 


For details, please contact : 


COLIN HYAMS 
MOTOR RACING PTY LTD. 


3 Audley Square, London W1Y 5DR. 
Tel: 01-499 6761 
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LOW COST RACING LTD. 


Suppliers of cars and Specialist Equipment to the Club Racing Enthusiast 
OFFER THE FOLLOWING RANGE OF CARS 


HAWKE DL10 


HARRISON KH4B 


fal injected, £3 motor, in 
vd fuel “Injection 


WHEELS & TYRES 


an 
wsohem tia (Slim inset) new 
"Saye "sain 


new monocoque and needs riveting, but ai 
‘ars 


Jo not include VAT with the 


ALEXIS, FORMULA FORD. Roling chassis in very good condition and complete 
eas ‘orice quoted includes: VAT 


ngine and gearbo 

Phone Farnham (Surrey) 6666 or call at:— 

LOW COST RACING LTD., WRECCLESHAM ROAD (A325), 
FARNHAM, SURREY 


FORMULA FORD 


“Pagna cans 
SPORTS RACING CARS 
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rae’ cars - Prenecs seen PS- Spares. 


Racing cer spares, current or old 
‘Must be in good condition. 


WORK: ‘Y§2 O6O2 'NCORPORATING ECURIE SANTOS RACING DEVELOPMENTS 


WE ARE AND ABLE TO RACE 


GEARBOXES 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


REBUILDS REPAIRS NEW AND 5/4 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE. LONDON. NWW2 20 
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RACE CAR WORKSHOP 
PRODUCTION MANAGER 


Experienced man with good engineering background 
and administrative capabilities required for a busy 
workshop. Hours definitely not 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Wide 
scope for right man. 


Please telephone Bill Meace at 01-689 0788. 


D. S. MOTOR ENGINEERING 


have vacancies for 


FULLY EXPERIENCED 
MECHANICS 


conversant with Healeys, Jaguars and all other makes. 
Contact Mr Wells. Tel: 01-226 5821 


R.A.C. 


The RAC Motor Sport Division has vacancies 
for a Secretary/Receptionist and a Shorthand 


RACING NUMBERS AND 
PIT BOARDS 


Typist. 
Please write, with full details and salary ‘SHARP Recing offer the following products 
required, to : Pit board. complete with 0-9 3 times, plus and minus, carrying 


bag. exira slot-in name sides, Please state signalling instruc 
tons a8 requ.red when ordering, £12.50. 
Set of 69 numbers £3.02}. White circles 20p each, White 
rectangle 24}p each. Pad of 25 race record sheets 38}p per 
pack. 


L. N. Needham, Administrative Manager, 
RAC Motor Sport Division, 
31 Belgrave Square, London SW1 8QH. = 


2 LITRE IRON 
FORD BLOCKS TECHNICAL ACCOUNTS 


Cast iron cylinder blocks bored to your size. 88.9 mm 
to 90.5 mm. In stock one only for FVD or TC. EXECUTIVE 
ROETAR Gavelly, pitesevterepncne required for the North's fastest-growing technical 
Alan Jackson, communications consultancy. Ideally applicant should 
Norman Abbot Racing, have a science or engineering degree, experience of 


01-986 6616. publications, advertising and print production (on client 
oon or agency side—or better still—both), and the ability to 


blew quickly and accurately on a wide range of technical 
“TYRES, TYRES, TYRES,” Title 
FOR SALE 


He (or she) must be able to take immediate responsi- 
bility for accounts handling. 
LOADS OF TYRES FOR F/ATLANTIC AND F5000. 

GOODYEAR INTERMEDIATES. Hand cut. New 


Salary negotiable—car provided. Contact 


Don Wilkinson, 
Pace Technical Communications Ltd, 
Reliance House, 
Talbot Road, 
Manchester M16 OPN. 
Tel: 061-872 6334/6426. 


q 
tor 10" 


20" ,BIA, slicks for 10" rims, new and used. Can deliver 
on May 


Tel: Holmer Groen 3126 (Bucks) wus 


RACEWEAR 


PERSONAL 


datamatch 


Mest the pertect ait with Data 


For details 


Es 


‘King’s Road. Chelsea, 
Sr Cal oe SH: 795 Hose 
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ROLLOVER BARS "TxronT sERvices 


ALEY —_ 


revs oudhurat 309 ten 


‘TRANSPORTERS 


LOTUS SPARES 
STOCKISTS OF ALL LOTUS. SPARES 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 


OPEN, EIGHT TILL ONE SATURDAY 
ORGER €.0.0. SERVICE 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


STEERING WHEELS 


"ra Marmion 4043 


TUATIONS VACANT 


through 
AUTOSPORT 
MARKET 


PLACE 
Tel: 01-636 3600 
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Witha With 
TRACKSTAR 4000 LINEA SPORT FPT 


With an 
1G.D. SAFETY VISOR 


(Clear Only) 
ONLY ‘rackstar v Double Layer 
ONLY 2mm 1 Helmets have Suit (£85) 
oe: rs) Different Shell 4 Underwear 
protection from rae ripen steer tt ~< (£42.50) 
Flying Objects: for all Headsize 3 Types of 
lying Obj 9 
ee = Requirements Gloves (from £12) 
Shoes (£15) 


Retail £5-98 Retail £2450 
For Bell &Trackstar '73 Helmets |Snell 1971 Approved lExpensive—the Best Always is! 


Sole distributors GORDON SPICE Ltd Staines 57867 


12B CENTRALTRADING ESTATE STAINES MIDDX—Send for Descriptive Leaflet 
w 1] IGD safety visors for Bell 
Nal Sie nd Yrocaor ner BMW SPARES 


£6.40 inc. VAT NEW AND SECONDHAND 
TMACKSTAR soma > )) 
ota 
£24.50 inc. VAT 


ISHOPSGATE 


CITY SPEED SHOP — founon’xes 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTO 


Linea sport FPT 
racewear 

your list of stockists 
Road & Racing (Holborn) Ltd 


8 Procter Street, London WC1 
01-242 3080 


foneae 
2 Aylesbury Tappett 
ETT A minimum of 26% discount on all 
chapel GM ‘spares both body and mechanical 48 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, 
Stee AN SURES asanoes Ail special tuning parts available. It rot 
{enon Read eas tea ‘ex-stock, delivery within 1 week 6296 85359 
= < Jaybrand Racewear Ltd 
Highbury Street, Lincoln Road, 
PORSCHE Peterborough 
HOWE CAMS Ler 0733 68247 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS | | te stove spares ore iso availsbe, ai Gity Speed Shop 


years. 

MONZA MOTOR COMPANY, 
Reor of 35 Quarry Road, 
‘Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 

Tel: Tunbridge Wells 23093. 


Leading spécialist for every make 
JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Hollyville Cafe, Main Road, 
West Kingsdown (near Brands Hatch) 
Tel: 2347 (Kent) 


CIAL OFFER 


“ 6 ) SNELL APPROVED 
2 pag |= £18.20-m 
—ae 


76 Bishopsgate, London EC2 
01-588 3881 


EXPRESS EXPORT SERVICE 


We export standard and competition parts, 


accessories and cars to all parts of the world. 
For more information on how we can supply 
you with the parts you need or sell the parts 
you make, please contact WOS. 


Alll sizes in stock 
Send for yours now. 
Small/Medium /targe. 


WOS MOTOR PARTS AND ACCESSORIES LTD. 


CORONATION ROAD. CRESSEX INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. HIGH WYCOMBE. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, ENGLAND 
TEL: HIGH WYCOMBE (STD 0494) 36191 
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JENSEN-HEALEY ROAD TEST REVIEW — 


Sas'— BLANCHARD 
“Oma MOTORS LTD. 


MAIN ROAD GARAGE, WATNALL, NOTTS 
Tel: Kimberley 2781/2/3 
Jensen—Jensen-Healey—Peugeot—Sales and Service 


As official Jensen distributors we are able to provide our 


customers with first-class personal attention. We can provide 


early delivery of Jensen-Healey, Jensen Interceptor and SP 
and have @ Jensen Interceptor available for demonstration, 


anywhere, any time 


TORWOOD STREET, 
a’ TORQUAY Contact us at 
- Yet: 27891/2 


IN @-. mee a £0: Deemuws ENDCLIFFE MOTORS LTD. 


for 


JENSEN-HEALEY BRAMALL LANE, SHEFFIELD S2 488 
og cont eee tom 
| RE TS 


JENSEN AND JENSEN-HEALEY 
Distributors for 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE - BRISTOL - NORTH WILTSHIRE 
Looking for a new or used Jensen 
or Jensen-Healey ? 

LET US HELP YOU 


,o® JENSEN HEALEY 
in SURREY 


Demonstration car available at all times. 
Any vehicle acceptable in part exchange. 
Finance and insurance facilities available. 

Showrooms open 7 days a week. 
Epsom Road. West Horsley 

Near Guildford, Surrey 

Tel.: East Horsley 414 
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STROUD ROAD—NAILSWORTH—GLOS. 
Tel: Nailsworth 2139 / 2791 / 3100 


=> THIS PAGE IS DEVOTED TO THOSE FORD DEALERS WHO => 
CAN OFFER FOR SALE NEW FORD IMPORTED VEHICLES 


* MUSTANG «x FORD TORINO x FAIRMONT x 
FOR ALL AMERICAN & AUSTRALIAN FORD PRODUCTS 


Bristol Street Po 
BIRMINGHAM: Motors SOUTHAMPTON: 


156-182 BRISTOL STREET, BIRMINGHAM 5 362-364 SHIRLEY ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON 


TEL: 021-622 2777 TEL: 775331 


QUICKS FOR FORD 


NORTH WEST LARGEST DEALER 
FOR FORD IMPORTED CARS 


FAIRLANE 500 4-DOOR SEDAN 351 CID 2V. Auto with limited 
slip diff, White, black fabric trim. Power operated windows. 
Right hand drive. Also in calypso green, parchment trim UST 
FALCON PAIRMONT 4-DOOR ESTATE. 302 CID 2V. Auto 
Right hand drive. Bl saddle trim. Power steering, power 
taligate, power o ust 
GRAN TORINO SPORT, 2-door. hard top. 351 CID 2V 8 
cylinder engine. Auto. Sright yellow, bi 

rool. Power windows, power brakes, 

chrome wheels 

LTD BROUGHAN 351 CID 2V 8 cylinder. Auto. Gold glow, 


CARR OF MORLEY LTD. 


BRUNTCLIFFE ROAD, 
MORLEY, LEEDS LS27 OLF 
Long established area dealers 
for Ford imported vehicles 
Specially trained staff for sales and service 


TEL: 097-36 4921 


WINTERSTOKE GARAGES LTD. 


Black “cloth, ‘vinyl in. black vinyl rool. Power windows 
heavy duty’ suspension, electric HRW. Radio/stereo, 6-way WINTERSTOKE ROAD, BRISTOL 3 


TAUNUS 17M. Right hand drive saloon. V6 1.8 manual trans 
mission, Tawny/tan cloth trim ust 
Also main dealers for ali Ford import cars 


QUICKS FOR FORD 


Ford Distributor 


Old Trafford, Manchester M16 OGU 
061-872 2201 or 1271 


For Ford 
imports 

Im the 

P West 
, Country 


New Australian Fairmont fast back. 4-seater. All electric, RHO, auto 
PAs" a6 


660 Chester fo 


RUGBY AUTOCAR CO. LTD. 
mewn BY furocan co, wro.  ] [wMGTA MOTORS LD. 
BENET UST ANS CANTERBURY, KENT 


Tek: Canterbury (0227) 69121 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY: 
GERMAN FORD 17M in dark green 
AUSTRALIAN FORD FAIRMONT Station Wagons 


FOR ALL YOUR FORD IMPORT ENQUIRIES IN THE Various (potouts, 


MIDLANDS AMERICAN FORD MUSTANG 
‘We can supply any imported Ford car 
Call or telephone Eddie Loyd (Sales Manager) 0203 342177 Branches at: RAMSGATE—MARGATE—BROADSTAIRS 


YOUR EAST ANGLIA IMPORT DEALER 


H. E. NUNN & CO. LTD. 


37 SURREY STREET, NORWICH NOR 87B 


Tel: 0603 29011 


For immediate delivery 
1873 MAC} 0. PAS. In medium aqua with black interior. All the 
‘usual Mach’ 1 refinements: power windows, area. system, 


All Ford import cars for 
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_ 
GUIDE TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 


ZLDAY 


Spax, Koni, Armstrong, Fram Bilstein 


H 
i 


FOREST GREEN, DORKING, SURREY 
Tel: Forest Green 282 


BRE ApAEEEp?’ 
888 YEeRAVAE 


For your Bilstein shock 
absorbers or full details of 


prices and the range 
available : 
pusrein 
uu 


RED TRIANGLE WOODHEAD. MONROE 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. RECONDITIONED UNITS 
Common Lane, Kenilworth BUCK & BROMLEY 


Warwickshire 


Tel: Kenilworth 57303 (I 9 70) LTD. 


Koni distributors in the Coventry 12 Wendel Road (Ashavencad) 


and South Warwickshire district fenhects Bush 
Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares Tel 01-743 4366/7 


Tel: TATTENHALL (STD 0629) 
70429/70625 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


Classification heading (make of car, etc.) 


For office use only [ 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 


ENGINE TUNING 


‘SPECIALISED 
MACHINING 
UNDERTAKEN 


UNIT 2, TRUMPERS WAY ESTATE 
LONDON W7 204 


BORING 
BALANCING e 
CRANK GRINDING 


Hillthorne Eng. Co. 


TUFTRIDING 
crack Test @ 
SHOT PEEN 


PISTONS 
RINGS 
BEARINGS 


GASKETS 
CANSHAFTS. 
ETC. 


TEL: (HANWELL) 01-571-0911/2 


GORDON SMITH excrneerinc utp 


ALWAYS AHEAD! 


@ FULL RACE FLYWHEEL LIGHTENING 


RECONDITIONING @ LINE BORING FOR S 


SUPPLIERS of = eeeeemeeeeee 


@ ALL ENGINE SPARES. 


ELECTRONIC BALANCING @ CRANKSHAFT GRINDING @ CYLINDER REBORING 
©. SURFACE GRINDING @ ENGINE 


L CAPS. @ TUFTRIDING 


PISTONS @ VANDERVELL BEARINGS 


Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, Birmingham 
Tel: 021-850 3211/2 


AUTO ENGINE SERVICES (HARROW) 
FOR A SPEEDY SERVICE ON CRANKS, RODS, CAMS, FOLLOWERS Etc. 
ALSO FOR: 
ISTONS 

@ BEARINGS 
@ SHELLS 
@ ROLLERS 
TUFTRIDING SEALS 


7 PALMERSTON ROAD, WEALDSTONE, HARROW. MIDDLESEX 


NG 
G 
ET 


ECTION 


01-863 6660 


[[TUNSSTON|| 


Engine tune clinic for 

private patients only. Roll- 

ing road testing up to 
300 bhp at wheels 


This is an advertisement 


ENGINE TUNING 
‘ani 
ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 


and is not intended 
as a full list. 


9, crank gi 


| machining 
for competition requirements. 


DYNAMIC BALANCING 
A Service for the West of England 
the perfect balance it needs for 
nd tong Hi 


Schenck electro-dynamic 


SPECIAUSTS 


Lotus 
SERVICE SPECIALISTS 


TUNING AND CONVERSION 
SPECIALISTS 


SPEEDWAY MOTOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD. 
67/69 ALFRED ROAD, 
LONDON, W2. 

Tot: 01-289 0030 


MINI COOPER SPECIALISTS 
Personal Service & Wide Experience combine 
to offer the ultimate in Mini Cooper Servicing 
& Tuning and Competition Preparation. 


Collection & Delivery Service a1 
We use Sun Diagnostic Tuning Equipment. 


LAVERS 
NEWALL 
RACING 


123/133 Larkhall Lane, London S.W. 
tel: 01-622-0550 


ENGINE SERVICES 


12 Crown Lane, Stourbridge, 
Wores. 


‘Tel: 03843 3457 or 71638 
(Stourbridge) 


&> 


TWIN-CAM & B.D.A. 


Our prices 
0793-81-331 (Wroughton, Wilts). 


BASSET DOWN LTD, SWINDON SN4 90P 


For the Development and Re-building of the above engines. ‘Contact’ 


dave smith eng. Itd. 
214 Wanstead Park Road, Crawbrook, ford, Essex. 
STOCKISTS FOR LOTUS & COSWORTH SPARES 


01 554 6194 


When you fit Michelin Radials to your 
car—no matter what make or model 

it is— remarkable changes come 

over it... 

— in positive cornering 

—in tidy acceleration 

—in controlled braking 

— in bitingly efficient roadholding 

Drive Michelin Radials through the 
filthiest conditions — and get the confidence 
of their roadholding. For speeds upto 

113 m.p.h. — drive a Michelin ZX and 

for speeds up to 130 m.p.h., XAS. 

‘Check with your dealer now. 

Fit Michelin Radials and improve 

your car’s performance ~ and its trade-in 
value—on the spot. 

For further information on Michelin Radials 
~ the ZX, the XAS, XWX and XM~S write 
to: Technical Information, Michelin Tyre Co. 
Lid., 81 Fulham Road, London, SW36RD. 


